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“The greatest thing iin this world 
is not so much where we are, 


but in what direction we are moving.” 
— Oliver Wendell Holmes 
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OBERLIN’S 
FIRST WOMAN PRESIDENT 
NANCY SCHROM DYE 


On January 29, 1994, Nancy Schrom 
Dye accepted the Board of Trustee’s 
offer of the Oberlin College 
presidency. She will begin her new 
duties July |. Cartoonist Alison 
Bechdel’s drawing of herself was 
published in the Early Summer 1993 
issue of Gay Comics and is reprinted 
with permission. 
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9 Discovering Nancy Schrom Dye 

The announcement that Nancy Schrom Dye would be Oberlin’s 13th president 
ended the eight-month-long presidential search and began a new era in the College’s 
history. Dye’s February campus visit offered an initial glimpse of Oberlin’s first 
woman president. 


BY BETTY GABRIELLI 


10 An Insider’s Look 
at the Presidential Search 


of the Presidential Search Committee. The committee’s alumni 


representative shares her insider’s perspective on the search 


process, as well as her impressions of the president-designate. 


Maneker BY ROBERTA SCHEFF MANEKER ’57 


14 Harmonium and Tessitura 


Straining to sing John Adams’s demanding Harmonium, the author lost her voice but 
found herself. 


BY JOAN OLIVER GOLDSMITH ’73 


16 A Cartoonist 
to Watch Out For 


Her cast of characters are lesbians, as are the vast 
majority of her oldest and most loyal fans, so cartoonist 
Alison Bechdel is a little surprised to find that people of 
all sexual orientations are beginning to read and 


treasure her politically left-wing and socially progres- 


sive brand of humor. 


BY PAULA ROUTLY Bechdel 


The first Oberlinians to meet Nancy Schrom Dye were members 
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Alumni Tours 1994 


COLONIAL MEXICO « March 4-15, 1994 

Highlights include Mexico City, its archaeological environs and the home 
and museum of Frida Kahlo, the accomplisggdétist and wife of Diego 
Rivera; the scenic Valle de Bravo; th hitteric route of the conquistadors 
with a visit to the recently disco rwinter home of the monarch butterfly 
in El Rosario; and the moun’ town of San Miguel de Allende, known for 
its art and colonial c rn Escorted by Ana Cara, professor of Spanish, who 
teaches folklore, culture, language, and literature of Latin America. 


FROM BERLIN TO PRAGUE ON THE ELBE RIVER 
June 9-22, 1994 
Visits to Prague and Berlin, with five-night cruise on the Elbe River and 
stops in Dresden, Meissen, Wittenberg, and Bad Schandau. Escorted by 
Leonard Smith ’80, assistant professor of modern European social history. 


MOROCCO « October 15-29, 1994 


1995 and Beyond 


VIETNAM ¢ March 1995 
Escorted by Clayton Koppes, professor of history. 


ART TREASURES OF ITALY ¢ June 1995 
Escorted by Anne Moore, director of the Allen Memorial Art Musuem. 


BRAZIL « August 1995 
Escorted by Bill Norris, professor of sociology. 


GREECE « October 1995 
Escorted by James Helm, professor of classics. 


THE MUSIC AND ART OF RUSSIA ¢ December 1995—January 1996 
Ten-day tour of Moscow and St. Petersburg escorted by 
Karen Wolff, dean of the conservatory. 


HOLLAND-BELGIUM « Spring 1996 
TANZANIA SAFARI ¢ Summer 1996 
AUSTRALIA-NEW ZEALAND « Fall 1996 
PATAGONIA « Winter 1996-97 


For more information write: 
Oberlin Alumni Association * 105 Bosworth Hall * Oberlin, OH 44074 


DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS 
ALAN MORAN 


FEATURES & NEWS EDITOR 
CynTHIA NICKOLOFE 788 


ALUMNI EDITOR 
Linpa K. GrASHOFF 


PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR 
Rick SHERLOCK 


GRAPHIC DESIGNER 
D. Mark GABEL 


MAGAZINE COMMITTEE 
Dan BERGER 54, CHAIR 
ELEaANor MALiet BERGHOLZ 765 
RosBert CALVERT 747 
Bonntz DESIMONE 779 
SARAH FERGUSON 784 
Darcy Frey ’83 
JANET SILVER GHENT ’64 
Rospert Herrick ’41 
AARON LEVIN ’68 
Davip PENGILLY ’68 
Dana LYNNE SINGFIELD ’9I 


THE OBERLIN ALUMNI MAGAZINE (ISSN 0029-7518), 
founded in 1904, is produced and published quar- 
terly by the Oberlin College Office of Communica- 
tions, 153 W. Lorain St., Oberlin, OH 44074, and 
distributed to alumni and friends of Oberlin Col- 
lege. Second-class postage paid at Oberlin, Ohio, 
and additional mailing offices. E-mail address: 
ALUMMAG@OCVAXC.CC.OBERLIN. EDU. 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
Alumni Information Services, Bosworth Hall, 
Oberlin College, Oberlin, OH 44074. 


A 
E} 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are welcome. They should be 
on subjects of interest to readers of this magazine, with 
emphasis on exchange of views and discussion of ideas. 
We publish letters of general interest, except those 
that are potentially libelous, personally malign some- 
one else, or are not related to issues at Oberlin or 
contents of the magazine. The large volume of letters 
to the editor of the Oberlin Alumni Magazine prompts 
us to ask readers to limit length, where possible, to 250 
words. Letters may be edited for clarity and condensed. 
, Send them to: Letters to the Editor, OAM, Office of 
Communications, 153 W. Lorain Street, Oberlin, OH 
44074. Or send them by E-mail (see address above). 
Please include a daytime telephone number. 
We regret that we cannot acknowledge individually 
every letter and new Spaper clipping we receive. . 
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New, Improved OAM 
Vv 


We’re introducing two changes to the 
Oberlin Alumni Magazine in this, the first 
issue of 1994. You may already have got- 
ten a hint of one if you saw the words 
Winter/Spring 1994 printed under the 
Oberlin logo on the front cover and on 
page one. Although the winter issue has 
traditionally been the first of each new 
year’s four OAMs, this issue’s odd nomen- 
clature doesn’t mean we’ve changed the 
frequency of the magazine. You'll continue 
to receive four issues a year, but we’ve 
changed the publication dates so you'll 
receive your OAMs at the height, rather 
than at the end, of the seasons for which 
they’re named. We’ll mail three more issues 
this year—summer in June, fall in Septem- 
ber, and winter 1995 in December. 

In this issue we’ve also merged the 
sports section with two other standing sec- 
tions of the magazine. Everything you used 
to find in “Sports at Oberlin” you can now 
find in “Around Tappan Square” and 
“Alumni News and Notes,” except for the 
varsity athletic team’s season records. 

A quarterly magazine often can’t get 
the news out while it’s still current, a prob- 
lem that has been especially apparent in 
the OAM’s sports coverage. Many readers 
have told us they’re frustrated by having 
to wait months to read about season re- 
sults (Bruce Bennett’s letter to the editor 
in this issue addresses that very subject). 

Heisman Highlights, the Heisman Club 
newsletter, provides much more timely, 
and thorough, athletic-team coverage than 
the OAM ever could. If you would like to 
receive the newsletter, call or write: 
Michael Magoon, Office of Development 
and Alumni Affairs, Bosworth Hall 201, 
50 W. Lorain St., Oberlin, OH 44074- 
1089. (216) 775-8599. —Ed. 


Alumni Consensus, Not 
v 


Oberlin College, once having had a ster- 
ling reputation for academic quality, has 
begun a descent into mediocrity. One rea- 
son for the demise manifested itself in a 
hypothetical admissions decision discussed 
in Lynn Haessly’s article: a white subur- 
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ban female with fair SAT scores and a fair 
academic record is not as desirable as a 
black male from the inner-city who got 
straight As, scored fair to poor in the SAT, 
and represents the first generation of his 


“Tf you do not come 
from an economically 
deprived background, 

you will not be 
welcome at Oberlin. 
Some diversity.” 


family to go to college [“Financial Aid: Can 
the Current System Ensure Diversity and 
Quality?” Fall 1993 OAM]. 

According to Alumni Admissions Com- 
mittee chair Peter Kirsch, the alumni con- 
sensus would be to admit the black 
applicant. We argue, however, that the 
suburban female is a stronger candidate. 

We have but one common denomina- 
tor with which to compare these candi- 
dates—the SAT. That the suburban youth 
scored higher suggests she is more quali- 
fied for Oberlin’s academic rigors. Her 
suburban high school may have been more 
academically challenging, making her fair 
grades superior to his straight As. 

Oberlin’s goal in admitting students 
should be to create a class whose diversity 
stems from broad-reaching academic in- 
terests. The admissions committee should 
attempt to admit highly qualified students 
who will graduate with a balance of his- 
tory majors, science majors, art majors, etc. 
Instead, using the language of political cor- 
rectness, diversity has come to signify a 
broad range of skin color. Having people 
of different ethnicity in each entering class 
is a noble goal, but adulterating standards 
is not conducive to enrolling the most 


highly qualified applicants. Nor is it in the 
best interest of the unqualified students 
who are admitted, students who would 
struggle at Oberlin but excel at a less chal- 
lenging school. 
JONATHAN SONNE ’91 
HOLLY CREIGHTON ’92 
San Francisco, California 


Rich + White + Dumb 
vV 


I found offensive the comment attributed 
to Professor William Hood, “if we aban- 
don need-blind admissions, we’d end up 
with a freshman class of rich, white, dumb 
students” [Financial Aid: Can the Current 
System Ensure Quality and Diversity?” 
Fall 1993 OAM]. I teach at a private school 
where there are students of all races, many 
of whom (through no fault of their own) 
happen to have wealthy parents. I can as- 
sure Professor Hood that these students 
are highly intelligent, sensitive, young 
people despite being exposed to affluence 
on the home front. It appears that there is 
reverse discrimination at Oberlin. If you 
do not come from an economically de- 
prived background, you will not be wel- 

come at Oberlin. Some diversity. 
POLLY SHAW FEITZINGER ’60 
Asheville, North Carolina 


I’m puzzled by Professor William Hood’s 
assertion that “on everybody’s mind” is 
the concern that if Oberlin abandons 
need-blind admissions, “we’d end up 
with a freshman class of rich, white, 
dumb students.” 

Is his point that Oberlin’s faculty no 
longer believes that racial stereotyping is 
unacceptable (if you’re rich and white you 
must be dumb), or is his point that the 
education offered by Oberlin’s faculty is 
no longer good enough to attract rich 
bright (sounds like white but it’s a different 
word) students? 

CARL E. JOHNSON, JR. ’64 
Charlotte, North Carolina 


In the article on financial aid Professor 
William Hood referred to abandoning 
need-blind admissions only to “end up with 
a freshman class of rich, white, dumb stu- 
dents.” For those of us who are white and 


did not receive financial aid for our col- 
lege educations, the presumption that we 
were dumb needs to be questioned. I deem 
that assumption ridiculous. If such a state- 
ment were made about another racial cat- 
egory, undoubtedly it would be considered 
offensive and bigoted. 

Professor Hood should know that the 
high school where I teach art history sends 
many capable students to Oberlin each 
year. Several of them come from families 
who are wealthy or who have scrimped 
and saved to send their children to col- 
lege. Many are white, many are not. Let’s 
try to avoid generalizations that are damn- 
ing in order to preserve what I thought 
was Oberlin’s philosophy. 

MARY JANE HERRMANN ROSSABI ’60 
Riverdale, New York 


No Women Cyclists? 
Vv 


Your article on Oberlin cyclists pictured 
12 people, of whom 10 were men and only 
two were women [“Oberlin Cyclists and 
Their Trusty Steeds,” Fall 1993 OAM]. 
Don’t women ride bikes in Oberlin as 
much as men? They did when I was there. 
It is a very sexist article. Also, on page 21 
of the same issue there are eight pictures— 
all of men. I am sure [the predominance 
of photographs of men] is unintentional, 
as is a lot of sexism in our society. But 
Oberlin should know better. 
PERCY LEE LANGSTAFF ’5! 
Stamford, Connecticut 


Remembering Larry Gill 


Vv 


I played with the Larry Gill Band in the 
early 1930s [“Pll Be with You Where You 
Are’—Here’s What Happened to that Last 
Dance Song,” Fall 1993 OAM]. Sometimes 
on Saturday nights we would sneak off to 
Lorain and play for hamburgers. One night 
we played at the country club in Elyria 
and some of our Oberlin professors were 
in the audience. We were shocked to see 
them drinking. We went out to a golf tee 
to get the water we needed to tune our 
pop bottles for “Sweet Sue.” 


In late summer 1934 five members of 


the band—Larry Gill ’37, Eric Northrup 
35, Bill Lutterman 734, Justin Bradbury 
°36, and I—got a job as ship’s band on a 
motorship travelling from New York to 
Liverpool. England’s strict union rules pre- 
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vented us from taking our instruments into 
the country, but an immigration officer 
offered to keep them for us if we would 
play him a tune. Larry got out a guitar 
and we played for him. 

We spent a few days in Liverpool with 
the motorship’s entertainment steward. 
After various adventures we got to France, 
but not to play our horns. We spent a few 
days living in Mount Parnasse. Larry and 
I were teetotalers but found out that when 
you couldn’t get water, beer tasted good. 

I stayed six weeks and spent $150, but 
when I got back to New York I had to 
wire home for money. 

I’ve played in bands for 70 years and 
have had a Rotarian band for 25 years, but 
nothing tops my Oberlin “daze.” I could 
write a book about them. 

WILLIAM BELL ’34 
Warren, Ohio 


Rethinking Football 
Vv 


I received the fall issue of the Oberlin 
Alumni Magazine and turned eagerly to the 
sports section. I anticipated receiving some 
information on the fall sport teams and 
results of the games up to the time of is- 
sue. Instead I found one page devoted to 
the Hall of Fame selections, which was of 
some interest since I was in school with 
Dick LeFevre ’42 and Tom Reed 738. 

The other page was about the North 
Coast Athletic Conference selecting the 
best athletes of the last decade. How many 
people are really interested in these 
choices, other than the athletes themselves 
and their immediate families? This is frivo- 
lous information whipped up by the col- 
lege sports information directors to justify 
their positions. It has no real value and 
simply fills the pages of alumni magazines 
with trivia and receives brief mention in 
city newspapers. 

In California it is hard to find out the 
results of Oberlin’s athletic contests. About 
all we get is the line score of the football 
games. I suspect that it was another winless 
season for the Yeomen, which again raises 
the need for evaluating Oberlin’s football 
program. It is an expensive sport to main- 
tain even with the assistance of the 


Heisman Club. A head coach and two or 
three assistants used to be able to handle a 
football team; now it seems to take eight or 
nine coaches—nearly one for each position. 

For various reasons it is difficult for 
Oberlin College to attract students with 
above-average football ability. Why continue 
to send young men out to play with virtually 
no hope of victory or even of scoring? The 
money spent on football could be used to 
assist other sports in which Oberlin athletes 
have achieved a modicum of success and even 
some superior performances. 

I am no sourpuss concerning intercol- 
legiate athletics. I spent 38 years in Ohio 
State University’s department of physical 
education and athletics, where I was in- 
strumental in starting soccer and ice- 
hockey clubs that later became varsity 
sports. I see real value in the intercolle- 
giate athletic experience under the proper 
conditions, conditions that do not exist 
today for Oberlin’s football players. 

It is time to review this situation with 
intelligence and good sense and not from an 
emotional basis evocative of past glories. 

BRUCE L. BENNETT ’39 
San Luis Obispo, California 


How to Find Jang 
Vv 


The article in the summer issue about 
Jon Jang ’78 was a nice surprise. When I 
first encountered his synthesis of jazz and 
Asian music, I was not aware of the 
Oberlin connection. I gave his music, along 
with that of Fred Ho, quite a bit of airplay 
on WRUW-FM 91.1 in Cleveland, where 
I was on the air for 20 years until I moved 
to Columbus in 1991. A list of some of 
Jang’s recordings might interest other 
readers. On the RPM label: Jang and Are 
You Chinese or Charlie Chan? On the 
Asianlmprov label: The Ballad or the Bul- 
let? and, with the Pan Asian Arkestra, Never 
Give Up! On the Soul Note label with the 

Arkestra: Se/f Defense! and Tiananmen! 
I hope that Jang will be invited to play 

in Oberlin in the future. 

WILLIAM E. ANDERSON ’67 
Columbus, Ohio 


Stop Violence Against Bikes 
Vv 


Like many Oberlin students, I relished the 
idiosyncratic indigenous rituals that spon- 


(continued on page 54) 
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Former Admissions Officer Sues College 


aR January Oberlin’s Acting 
Director of Multicultural Af- 
fairs Dwight Hollins filed a $7 
million lawsuit against the Col- 
lege. The suit, filed in U.S. Dis- 
trict Court in Cleveland, includes 
Title VII civil-rights claims and 
charges of conspiracy, emotional 
distress, defamation, and fraud, 
says the College’s attorney John 
Keyse-Walker. 

Hollins, who is black, was as- 
sistant director of admissions and 
director of multicultural admis- 
sions at Oberlin from 1989 to 


summer 1993. He says that in 1992 
he was passed over for promotion 
because of his race and denied a 
raise after publicly disagreeing with 
Vice President for Admissions and 
Financial Aid Thomas C. Hayden 
about how much money was avail- 
able for minority scholarships. 
Hollins also charges that he was 
transferred to his present position 
in the Division of Student Life and 
Services in retaliation. 

Hollins had earlier filed two in- 
ternal grievances, one with the Af- 
firmative Action Grievance 


New Faces on College’s Board 


he Oberlin College Board of 

Trustees has four new mem- 
bers: Ora Fant ’68, Delia Pitts ’72, 
Allison Vulgamore ’80, and Naeem 
Mohaiemen 93. The board also re- 
elected William Warren 48, whose 
term as an alumni-elected trustee 
expired January 1, 1994. 


Alumni-Elected Trustee Fant is 
director of global succession 
planning at Colgate-Palmolive 
Company in New York. A hu- 
man-resource executive and con- 
sultant for the past 18 years, she 
has specialized in human-resource 
management and development, 
organizational design, and strate- 
gic planning. 

Of the 26,294 alumni eligible 
to vote in trustee elections, 4,354 
(16 percent) voted. Fant received 
2,378 votes (55 percent) and her 
opponent, Diane Millikan ’76, re- 
ceived 1,976. 


Board-Elected Trustees Pitts 
works for the United States In- 


formation Agency as Country Af- 
fairs Officer for West Africa. A so- 
cial-science analyst for the World 
Bank since 1983 and a director of 
the American Cultural Center in 
Lagos, Nigeria, since 1984, she is 
the first trustee to have served in 
all three possible capacities: as a 
class trustee from 1972 to 1975; as 
an alumni-elected trustee from 
1980 to 1986; and now as a board- 
elected trustee. She was a member 
of the 1982 presidential-search 
committee and of the trustee advi- 
sory committee for the 1974 presi- 
dential-search committee. 

Atlanta Symphony Orchestra 
(ASO) president Vulgamore began 
her 14-year-long career in orchestra 
administration as assistant to the ex- 
ecutive director of the Philadelphia 
Orchestra. She later held general- 
manager positions with the National 
Symphony Orchestra, where she 
worked with Mstislav Rostropovich, 
and the New York Philharmonic be- 
fore being named president of the 
ASO in September 1993. 
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Committee and another with the 
Administrative and Professional 
Staff Grievance Committee. Nei- 
ther committee found evidence to 
support Hollins’s charge of racial 
discrimination. He also filed two 
complaints with the Equal Employ- 
ment Opportunity Commission, on 
which there have been no rulings. 

“On the advice of counsel, the 
College cannot comment on this 
case until the allegations have 
been reviewed,” says Oberlin Col- 
lege director of communications 
Alan Moran. —CN 


of Trustees 


A postsecondary-education con- 
sultant, Warren was an adminis- 
trator at Antioch College for 23 
years, seven as senior vice-presi- 
dent. Subsequently he was vice- 
chancellor of the University of 
Maryland’s University College and 
executive director of the American 
Council on Education’s Commis- 
sion on Higher Education and the 
Adult Learner. He is married to 
Caroline Morris Warren ’46, and 
Robert Warren ’81 is his son. 


Class-Elected Trustee In Octo- 
ber members of the classes of 1992, 
1993, and 1994 elected Naeem 
Mohaiemen 793 to a three-year 
term as class trustee. President of 
the Class of 1993 and a 1993-94 
Watson fellow, Mohaiemen has 
been living since September in 
Bangladesh, where he is research- 
ing the repression of Bangladeshi 
intellectuals during that country’s 
1971 war for liberation. 

—JANET DEGGES ’93 


Intern, Office of Communications 
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Hunsinger Named Athletic Director 


Ae Professor of Physical 
Education Don Hunsinger is 
Oberlin’s new director of athletics 
and physical education. His ap- 
pointment is effective July 1, 1994. 

“Tam very excited about the chal- 
lenge of guiding the Oberlin Col- 
lege athletic department,” says 
Hunsinger. “I have always been 
proud to be a part of Oberlin 
College’s prestigious academic tra- 
dition. My goal will be to continue 
helping attract top-quality student- 
athletes who can grow and flourish 


3 Named to All-Decade Teams; 


under the supervision of our ex- 
ceptional faculty.” 

Hunsinger, who earned a 
bachelor’s degree at Muskingum 
College and a master’s degree in 
physical education at Ohio Uni- 
versity, joined the Oberlin fac- 
ulty in 1970. He has been head 
men’s tennis coach since 1984 and 
assistant men’s basketball coach 
since 1991. He was head football 
coach from 1978 to 1989 and head 
baseball coach from 1978 to 1984. 
He also has worked with the 


women’s tennis and track teams. 
“Don Hunsinger has lengthy 
coaching experience and has 
worked with both men’s and 
women’s sports,” says Dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences Alfred 
MacKay, who headed the search 
committee. “He brings enthusiasm 
to the job as well as strengths in 
fund-raising and outreach. I am 
convinced that he is the right per- 
son to be Oberlin’s new athletic 
director.” —SCOTT WARGO 
Sports Information Director 


Basketball Teams Retire Two Jerseys 


TE North Coast Athletic 
Conference (NCAC) has 


named three former Oberlin ath- 
letes to its 10th Anniversary 
teams, bringing to 10 the num- 
ber of alumni named to the AIl- 
Decade teams [“7 Alumni among 
Conference’s All-Time Best,” Fall 
1993 OAM]. 

Ann Gilbert 791 
representative on the women’s 
basketball All-Decade team. Gil- 
bert received the highest honor 
in the National Collegiate Ath- 
letic Association (NCAA) Divi- 


is Oberlin’s 


sion III when she was named 
Honda Division III Athlete of the 
Year in 199. -ChampiongU on 
and the Women’s Basketball 
Coaches Association named her 
Player of the Year in 1991, as did 
the American Women’s Sports 
Federation. 

The leading scorer in Yeomen 
basketball history, Ronald Lee 
“Chip” Winiarski ’90, has been 
named to the All-Decade men’s 
basketball team. A four-time All- 
NCAC selection, Winiarski set 
14 Oberlin records. 


Bike Derby Banned, 
Participants Face J-Board Hearings 


wenty-one students were 
T ee with misconduct af- 
ter they participated in Novem- 
ber’s Bike Derby. Dean of Student 
Life and Services Patrick Penn 
banned the derby in October, cit- 
ing the high risk of injury to par- 
ticipants, for which the College 
could be held liable. 
Although unsanctioned by the 


College, a bike derby has been held 
each semester for the past few 
years [“They’re Off: Bike Derby 
93,” Summer 1993 OAM]. Riders 
are not subject to rules as they at- 
tempt to unseat their Opponents, 
and fallen bicycles are mangled and 
burned. 

Bike Derby organizers told the 


Oberlin Review the fall-semester 


Eleven-time All-American 
Dave Stevenson ’91 represents 
Oberlin on the All-Decade swim- 
ming and diving team. He holds 
the College record in the 200- 
meter freestyle and is a member 
of Oberlin’s record-setting 400 
and 800 free-relay teams. 

Oberlin College presented 
Gilbert and Winiarski with their 
game jerseys in a ceremony held 
February 5. Their numbers— 
Gilbert’s 22 and Winiarski’s 30— 
have been retired from their 
respective teams. —SW 


derby would take place despite the 
College’s decision to outlaw it. The 
21 students charged with miscon- 
duct include derby organizers, rid- 
ers, and those who set fires. Each of 
the accused may accept a reprimand, 
which would become part of their 
academic record for one year, or 
elect to face a judicial-board hear- 


ing during spring semester. —CN 
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Financial-Aid Changes 
Are Part of Ongoing Process 


n late November the College 
| ee approved four rec- 
ommendations to revamp Ober- 
lin’s financial-aid policy. Under 
the new policy ability to pay will 
be one of the factors considered 
in the admissions process, desir- 
able applicants with financial need 
will be offered more attractive aid 
packages, merit scholarships will 
be awarded without regard for fi- 
nancial need to qualified candi- 
dates, and a limit will be placed 
on the percent of the total Col- 
lege budget used for financial aid. 

The changes, which end the Col- 
lege of Arts and Sciences’s policies 
of need-blind admissions and need- 
based financial aid, came after 
months of deliberation by faculty, 
students, staff, and alumni [“Finan- 
cial Aid: Can the Current System 
Ensure Diversity and Quality?” Fall 
1993 OAM]. Part of the new policy 


calls for lowering the average family 
contribution. This change will ap- 
ply to the conservatory’s financial- 
aid awards as well to the college’s. 
Discussion of the new policy con- 
tinues, says Vice-President for Ad- 
missions and Financial Aid Thomas 
C. Hayden, and further comments 
and suggestions are welcome. 

“The very wide discussion that 
has occurred on and off campus 
has helped us focus on the 
College’s core mission,” he says. 
“As we continue to clarify that mis- 
sion, the more able we will be to 
attract the students we want.” 

The new policy will affect 
Oberlin’s incoming students, be- 
ginning with those accepted for 
fall 1994 admittance. The aid 
packages of students currently en- 
rolled at Oberlin will remain con- 
sistent with their packages in 


previous years. —CN 


Athletics Charged 
with Sex Discrimination 


wo women students filed a 
T ee with the Depart- 
ment of Education this fall, charg- 
ing the College’s athletic programs 
with sex discrimination, a violation 
of the 1972 Education Amend- 
ments’ ‘Title LX. The women, both 
varsity athletes, are not named in 
the complaint. 

Five charges are leveled in the 
complaint: the men’s athletic teams 
have larger equipment budgets than 
the women’s teams; the coaches of 
the men’s teams receive higher sala- 
ries than the women’s teams’ 
coaches; women athletes travel by 
van while the men travel by bus; 
male athletes are given more op- 
portunity to raise funds than are 
women athletes; and the men’s ten- 
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nis team received new warm-up suits 
but the women’s team did not. 
The first part of the Education 
Department’s two-part investigation, 
which required the head coach of 
each varsity sport, one assistant 
coach from each sport, and one ath- 
lete from each sport to fill out the 
department’s questionnaires, has 
been completed, says College attor- 
ney John Keyse-Walker. The 
second phase, which involves edu- 
cation-department officials con- 
ducting on-campus interviews with 
students and staff, had not begun 
when this issue of the OAM went 
to press. The department’s regu- 
lations require it to make a deci- 
sion within 180 days of the date 


the complaint was filed. —CN 
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A Student’s Perspective 


nitial student reaction to Nancy Schrom Dye’s 
eae as Oberlin’s president was less 
than enthusiastic. The Student Senate had endorsed 
the other finalists, Ruth Simmons and Ronald 
Rosbottom, and when the one candidate they didn’t 
endorse got the job, senators and student leaders 
wondered if their views counted. “The big thing 
everyone’s talking about is this healing . . .,” junior 
senator Jeanette Hanna-Ruiz told the Oberlin Re- 
view. “I have doubts she can do that healing.” But 
after Dye’s February 13-15 campus visit, many spoke 
enthusiastically, including Hanna-Ruiz, who called 
Dye “. . . Someone very open and willing to listen 
and work with communities and groups.” W Al- 
though many students think the ’Sco just won’t be 
the same without cigarette smoke, the campus-wide 
smoking ban hasn’t seemed to cause problems since 
it went into effect January |. Besides the campus 
discotheque, Mudd library’s A-level lounge, formerly 
for smokers, and the Wilder Snack Bar’s (former) 
smoking section are the places most affected by the 
ban: they just aren’t as crowded as before. W A 
December referendum will change the way Oberlin’s 
chapter of the Ohio Public Interest Research Group 
(OPIRG) is funded. By a margin of 746 to 727, stu- 
dents voted not to allow OPIRG to continue de- 
ducting its $4.50 per-student fee automatically from 
the activity fee students pay each semester. OPIRG, 
like all other student organizations, may now have 
to obtain funds from the Student Finance Commit- 
tee, which administers the activity-fee funds. VW In 
the first march to the President’s House since the 
infamous April 13 incident of 1990, a group of over 
50 students held a brief candlelight vigil on the side- 
walk in front of S. Frederick Starr’s residence in 
November. The march came in the wake of Oberlin’s 
graffiti incident [See “Racial Incidents Divide Cam- 
pus” in this section]. Marchers professed solidarity 
with students at Cornell University, where a 
multicultural art exhibit was defaced with racial epi- 
thets. VW More than 250 students have signed a peti- 
tion to bring a new form of 
recreation and exercise to a 
squash court in Philips Gym—a 
climbing wall. Newly appointed 
athletic director Don Hunsinger 
supports the idea, say the 
petition’s originators. Now all 
that’s needed is the money— 
about $10,000. —David Milstead 
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Recent Racial Incidents Divide the Campus 


early 400 students gath- 
[Nee in Wilder Bowl and 
later occupied the Cox Admin- 
istration Building for about 
three hours November 8 to 
protest several reportedly rac- 
ist incidents that had occurred 
on campus during the preced- 
ing 10 days. Some on campus 
say reactions to the incidents 
were also racist. 

Protest was sparked when 
the words “Death to Chinks 
Memorial” and “Dead Chink— 
Good Chink” found 
spray-painted on the Memorial 
Arch. Earlier, statements deni- 
grating blacks and Muslims 
were reportedly found in a 
Philips Physical Education 
Center men’s room and tacked 
to the office door of the Mus- 
lim Students Association, and 
what appeared to be two crosses 
were burned in Harkness Bowl 
on Halloween. 

Protest organizers prevented 


were 


Want More 
News? 


The OAM doesn’t have 
the space to publish all 
the news about the 
campus. If your 
appetite has been 
whetted for more, you 
might consider 
subscribing to the 
College faculty and 
staff newspaper, the 
Observer, or to one of 
the student periodicals, 
including the Oberlin 
Review. 


two white male students from 
speaking at the Wilder Bowl 
gathering. “Their voices have 
been heard,” one organizer was 
quoted in the Oberlin Review. 
“Now it is our time to speak.” 

The organizer later said she 
didn’t mean to imply that the 
two students were guilty of 
something nor to exclude any- 
one. The two told the Review 
they had wanted to explain that 
the Harkness Bowl “crosses” 
had held scarecrows burned in 
celebration of Halloween. 

After the protest an Asian- 
American student, who re- 
quested anonymity, told a 
Review reporter that he or she 
spray-painted the arch because 
it ignores Chinese people’s ex- 
periences while glorifying 
“white accomplishment.” No 
one has claimed responsibility 
for the statements disparaging 
blacks and Muslims. 

A third white male student 
was forcibly removed from a 
meeting called by and for stu- 
dents of color. Meeting orga- 
nizers had described the 
meeting as an effort “to create 
a space where students of color 
can address racism,” but the 
white student said it was “in- 
appropriate” to exclude one ra- 
cial group from a discussion of 
race relations on campus. 

When he ignored repeated 
requests to leave, meeting par- 
ticipants asked the Office of Se- 
curity to eject him, but were 
told officers were not autho- 
rized to remove students from 
meetings. Witnesses told the 
Review the meeting grew in- 
creasingly tense during the half 
hour standoff that ended when 
a student and a professor, both 
black, removed the white stu- 
dent from the room. 


“I saw a tense situation be- 
ing inflated by one student,” 
said the professor, “and I took 
action to defuse it.” The stu- 
dents have met with represen- 
tatives of the Office of Student 
Life & Services. The professor 
has met with the Dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences. 

A fire was later set in a gar- 
bage can outside the white 
student’s dorm room, the words 
“Racists must die” were spray- 
painted on the wall next to his 
room, and a threatening note 
was taped to his door. 

More than 600 students met 
in South Dining Hall Novem- 
ber 11 to discuss the incidents. 
That Oberlinians feel comfort- 
able committing such acts is 
evidence of institutional racism, 
said some. Many students said 
they “felt threatened@ aan 
Oberlin’s campus. Others said 
a few extremists exploited the 
situation. 

On November 16 about 50 
people gathered on the Wilder 
steps in what they called a “rally 
against stupidity” while nearly 
1000 people met inside Finney 
Chapel to direct their ques- 
tions, comments, and ideas to 
President S. Frederick Starr. 

Chair of the Oberlin College 
Board of Trustees William 
Perlik ’48, President Starr, 
Dean of the College of Arts and 
Sciences Alfred MacKay, and 
Dean of Students Patrick Penn 
all issued statements in re- 
sponse to the events. The Stu- 
dent Life Committee and the 
General Faculty Council will 
review College legislation as it 
relates to the events and will 
make recommendations for 
changes, if appropriate, to the 
General Faculty when their in- 
vestigations are complete.—CN 
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by Betty Gabrielli 


n coming months, you will have the pleasure of 

discovering Nancy Dye—her probing intellect, her 

warm humor and her commitment to heal the 
bitterness that’s hung over Oberlin too long,” wrote class 
trustee Steve Suo ’90 in the February 4, 1994, issue of 
the Oberlin Review. A member of the Presidential Search 
Committee, Suo had already had that pleasure. 

The 11-member committee recommended Dye, 
who is dean of the faculty and professor of history at 
Vassar College, to the Oberlin College Board of Trust- 
ees at the board’s January 29 meeting. Later that day 
the board approved the recommendation and Dye ac- 
cepted the appointment, which begins July 1, 1994. 

“This is a tremendous honor,” Dye said following 
the announcement of her appointment. “I’ve always 
seen Oberlin by far as one of the most distinguished 
institutions in America. I’m thrilled.” 

That wasn’t the first time Dye has spoken favor- 
ably of Oberlin. When she visited the campus in 
December as a finalist, she voiced her admiration of 
Oberlin’s history of tolerance and diversity and 
strongly urged the College not to change that part of 
its heritage. The healing of which Suo wrote will be 
one of the priorities of her presidency. It is, says 
Dye, more important than other presidential con- 
cerns, such as travel and publicity. 

“No president can neglect the alumni and outside 
institutions,” she says, “but . . . certainly my very 
first concerns are going to be on campus, learning 
about the culture of Oberlin, getting to know stu- 
dents and faculty and staff, and trying to work through 
issues about where Oberlin is going.” 

One way she plans to encounter Oberlin is by 
continuing to teach. For the past 20 years she has 
explored in her writings the links between gender, 
race, and class. Today she stands among leading schol- 
ars in her study of the historical role of women’s 
labor, as well as in her perspectives on recent issues 
in reproductive rights and technologies. This fall she 
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- Discovering 
Nancy Schrom Dye 


On July 1, 1994, Nancy Schrom Dye will become Oberlin’s 13th—and first woman—president. 
When she made her first visit to the campus as president-designate February 13-15, she offered 
Oberlinians a glimpse of what’s to come. 


will offer a colloquium on women’s health in histori- 
cal perspective. 

Dye earned a bachelor’s degree in 1969 at Vassar 
before enrolling at the University of Wisconsin, where 
she earned a master’s degree in 1971 and a doctorate 
in 1974. She joined the history faculty of the Univer- 
sity of Kentucky in 1974 and began her administra- 
tive career a decade later as the university’s associate 
dean of arts and sciences, guiding the preparation of 
two five-year programs and budget plans and direct- 
ing numerous other projects. 

In 1988 she became dean of the faculty at Vassar. 
Besides dealing with the usual range of personal and 
professional issues affecting faculty members, Dye 
directs Vassar’s entire academic administration. She 
is responsible for the college’s budget and oversees 
admissions, financial aid, the dean of studies and reg- 
istrar, the athletic department, career development, 
the library, academic and administrative computing, 
and the art gallery. She emphasizes the importance 
of academic strength in all programs and has been 
instrumental in enhancing the racial and ethnic diver- 
sity of Vassar’s faculty and creating opportunities for 
faculty to teach across curricular lines. 

Dye “is the ideal person to help Oberlin carry 
forward its tradition of academic and artistic excel- 
lence and social and ethical concerns,” says Board of 
Trustees Chair William Perlik 48, who led the eight- 
month presidential search. Perlik believes Dye will 
bring to Oberlin a strong commitment to creating a 
more exciting and intellectually supportive commu- 
nity—a community in which faculty and students are 
given maximum opportunities to work together, in- 
side and outside the classroom, and in which teach- 
ing and scholarship reinforce one another. 

Dye validated Perlik’s belief during her February 
campus visit. In a forum with students in North 
Hall, she said, according to the Review, that she hopes 
to build “an academic community where people will 


really get to know one another and respect one an- 
other . . . bridge ethnic and class differences and 
build alliances.” 

Dye plans to concentrate on Oberlin’s endow- 
ment and to make the College’s budget and admis- 
sions problems high priorities. While she considers 
Oberlin’s acceptance rate, which has increased from 
66 percent last year to a possible 74 percent this 
year, “unusually high and a big jump for Oberlin,” 
Dye cautions that Oberlin’s situation not be consid- 
ered out of context. 

“~.. Now is probably the hardest decade in pri- 
vate higher education in American history,” Dye said 
at the North Hall forum. According to the Review, 
she cited the economic recession and a “skewed” dis- 
tribution of wealth as contributing to the budget and 
admissions problems many private colleges and uni- 
versities have been experiencing in recent years. 

One way Dye plans to attract students to Oberlin 
is by focusing on the College’s unique reputation. “Psy- 
chologically and philosophically, it’s really important 
for Oberlin to recognize that this place is enormously 
distinctive,” she said at the forum. “It’s important to 


” 


go with these strengths and distinctions. . . . 

“I appreciate the fact that she seems to be not 
only hearing but listening to what we have to say,” a 
student said after the forum. “Oberlin needs a presi- 
dent like that.” 

The search committee found pervasive evidence 
that Dye is presidential material when they visited 
Vassar and talked with about 30 of her colleagues. In 
his Review article Suo recalled some of the comments 
search-committee members received concerning 
Dye’s qualifications. Among them were: a talent for 
listening, a skill for drawing out others’ views, and an 
ability to bring conflicting groups toward a common 
understanding. Her colleagues called her “fearless,” 
“tough,” and “the most sensitive and wise adminis- 
trator I’ve ever seen.” 

“What you see is what you get with Nancy Dye,” 
wrote Suo, summing up the committee’s months of 
research, interviews and discussions. “She is known 
for her openness and honesty.” 


BETTY GABRIELLI¢s senior writer in the Oberlin 
College Office of Communications. 


AN INSIDER'S LOOK AT THE SEARCH 


By Roberta Scheff ManeRer ’57 


When 11 of us sat down together last May, some of us— 
certainly one of us—had an incomplete appreciation of the 
magnitude of the task we faced. Awareness came rapidly. 

Appointed by the Board of Trustees in May 1993 and 
officially designated the Oberlin College Presidential Search 
Committee, we were an appropriately diverse group [“Maneker 
Will Represent Alumni on Presidential Search Committee,” 
Spring 1993 OAM}. At our first meeting, we were introduced 
to each other and to Ron Stead of Academic Search Consul- 
tation Service (ACSC), the not-for-profit, Washington, D.C.- 
based firm that helped us, as they have helped many other 
institutions ranging in size and kind from Amherst to Kent 
State. Privately, I held concerns about ACSC’s role, worried 
that we might be guided, if not led, by them, rather than the 
other way around. I was quickly proven wrong. Whether keep- 
ing us on schedule or suggesting outstanding candidates who 
did not surface through other channels, ACSC’s experience 
and knowledge immensely aided our search. 

During the early meetings we mapped out an approximate 
schedule that would enable us to recommend a candidate to 
the board in January 1994. To begin with, we created two 
documents. The first identified what we considered Oberlin’s 
principal strengths and serious needs. Based on that consen- 
sus, we described in the second the most important qualities 
we would seek in a candidate. We made both texts available 
to the entire Oberlin community and to every candidate we 
considered for the position. 

Considering community participation essential to the 
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search’s success, we held four public forums in Oberlin to 
solicit concerns, suggestions, opinions, and nominations from 
the Oberlin community’s various groups—faculty, students, 
alumni, staff, and town residents. Advertisements in several 
higher-education publications elicited further suggestions for 
candidates, as did the more than 400 letters we sent to distin- 
guished leaders in higher education, foundations, and agen- 
cies across the nation [“Presidential Search Update,” Summer 
1993 OAM]. 

By late summer we were looking at a pool of more than 
200 names. One could not help but be impressed by the 
breadth and quality of the candidates, as well as the delicacy 
of the process in which we were engaged: we were consider- 
ing the credentials, the appropriateness, of a distinguished 
group comprising men and women; Asians, Latinos, and Afri- 
can Americans; scholars and statesmen; people of science and 
letters, of law and medicine; faculty members and sitting col- 
lege presidents. 

We narrowed the field to 22 people by breaking into sub- 
groups, which, after reading dozens of files, made recom- 
mendations to the full committee. Two or three committee 
members held informal off-campus interviews with the most 
promising candidates—interviews in neutral locations that 
would not compromise the confidentiality necessary for many 
candidates’ participation. Ultimately, the full committee met 
re 12 candidates, with the goal of winnowing the field to 
three. 


By late fall we had found our three: Nancy Schrom Dye, 
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President-designate 
Nancy Schrom Dye 
met with theater-and- 
dance students in 
Warner Center when 
she visited the campus 
in February. Among 
the 14 meetings she 
held with students 
during her two-and-a- 
half-day visit were two 
lunches, two dinners, 
and two late-evening 
forums in residence 
halls. She also met 
with the college and 
conservatory faculty 
councils and the 
president’s staff and 
attended a reception 
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dean of the faculty at Vassar; Ronald Rosbottom, dean of the 
faculty at Amherst; and Ruth Simmons, vice-provost at 
Princeton. Each visited the campus and, over two-day peri- 
ods, spent time with various Oberlin constituencies. After the 
visits, teams from the search committee fanned out along the 
East Coast, visiting the candidates’ campuses and interview- 
ing people knowledgeable about them—references given to 
us by the candidates as well as contacts we identified on our 
own. Our interviews provided us with invaluable information 
that was often unavailable through other routes—evaluations 
directly from their colleagues of the candidates’ abilities, ef- 
fectiveness, and personal qualities. 

Search-committee members interviewed 30 people who 
had worked with Nancy Dye, some of them daily, for five or 
more years. Most of those we spoke with worked with her at 
Vassar, but we also spoke with some of her former colleagues 
at the University of Kentucky. 

Besides her proven record of accomplishment in the com- 
plex matters of admissions, financial aid, fund-raising, and 
budgeting, we learned that Dye was overwhelmingly popular 
and highly regarded for her intellect, her integrity, her hu- 
manity, and her effectiveness at handling complex or delicate 
matters. She brought people together; dealt effectively with 
faculty and their problems of curriculum, budget, and staffing; 
and led Vassar’s successful and ongoing affirmative-action hir- 
ing program—her own high-level administration hires are uni- 
versally regarded as outstanding. Those interviewed about her 
repeatedly used the words honesty, inclusiveness, and warmth. 

All three finalists, of course, had attributes that satisfied 
the list of important qualifications we had posited at the start 
of the process. But at the conclusion of our extensive infor- 
mation-gathering efforts, at the end of months of inquiry and 
evaluation, the search committee enthusiastically concluded 


for employees. 


that Nancy Schrom Dye would make the best president for 
Oberlin College, now and over the long haul. 

The Presidential Search Committee met in its entirety 17 
times and held many smaller meetings with candidates. 
(ACSC’s Ron Stead was heard to say that he used to think the 
most deliberative body in the world was the U.S. Congress.) 
Perhaps not surprisingly, a real bonding took place among 
the committee members, who shared their most dearly held 
values and biases, not to mention all the plane and car rides; 
hotel meals; lengthy and detailed conversations in person and 
over the phone; debates and differences; and, finally, 
celebratory festivities. 

How did I feel through all this? I was, of course, pleased 

and honored to serve on the Presidential Search Committee. 
From start to finish, I was deeply impressed by the intensity 
(not to mention frequency) of the meetings and my colleagues’ 
thoroughness, fairness, and open-mindedness. Selecting a col- 
lege president is a daunting if not awesome task, determining 
as it does the direction and character of the institution for 
years to come. We subjected exemplary candidates to micro- 
scopic scrutiny in search of inevitable flaws or weaknesses, 
but in the end we had to measure the full individual—what 
kind of person is he or she, how will he/she lead the Oberlin 
we all value (more accurately, the various Oberlins we all 
cherish)? Small flaws evaporated against the persuasive feel- 
ing that this good person—Nancy Schrom Dye—is the right 
person for the task at hand. 
ROBERTA SCHEFF MANEKER was the alumni 
representative on the Presidential Search Committee. A former 
president of the Alumni Association, she is vice-president for public 
relations at Christie, Manson ¢& Woods International, Inc. in New 
York City. 
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So auch of what we perceive as yailure is really ust 


being in the wrong Tessitura, struggling cor the notes we 


“ought” to be able to sing, ox stubbornly holding on to a 


way og Lire that no Longer pits. This is what I learned 


singing John Adams’s Haxmomum. 


Imagine a sunset somewhere in the wide open spaces—the ocean, 
the Southwest—where the sunsets are long and lovely, unim- 
peded by buildings or city lights. The colors change slowly, slowly, 
almost imperceptibly. Yet if you close your eyes for a moment, 
you open them to a completely different panorama, startlingly 
different, delightful, serene. 

Now imagine this sunset through the eyes and brush of an 
Impressionist painter. You are the color yellow, appearing here, 
there, a streak, a spot; pure bright yellow at first, then tinged 
with red; blending, clashing with the other colors; shining 
brightly then fading away. 

That is what it is like to sing John Adams’s Harmonium. 

Now imagine an automated factory of steel and grey and 
noise. You are a highly sophisticated robot. Your task is to 
hammer one piece of metal to another. Your programming is 
complex; your rhythms tediously repetitive, until abruptly you 
shift—half a beat here, a whole beat there. Instead of four 
blows of your hammer on each object, now it’s three, five, 
seven. All the while other robots beat on the same object, their 
rhythms rarely synchronizing with yours. Your programming 
orders you: clang fiercely, ping delicately, and always, always 
respond precisely to master control. 

That, also, is what it is like to sing John Adams’s Harmonium. 

And that is why my poor, overworked vocal cords gave up 


the ghost. 


It was spring 1991. The Minnesota Chorale had been engaged 
to sing Harmonium with the Minnesota Orchestra under Edo de 
Waart. I was singing soprano—until suddenly and frighteningly 
I was no longer singing. 
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I have lost my voice before; indeed, I had suffered three 
upper respiratory infections in that same, difficult year. But 
Harmonium was a catalyst. This time, in losing my voice I found 
it—in my life, my works, my loves, and friends. The key was 
tessitura. 

First performed in 1981, Harmonium is composer John 
Adams’s choral setting of three poems. It begins with the words 
of John Donne’s poem “Negative Love” (and an almost endless 
repetition of the word mo), through Emily Dickinson’s refined 
encounter with immortality in “Because I Could Not Stop for 
Death,” to the extravagant passions of her “Wild Nights.” 

It is minimalist music—extraordinarily beautiful and exciting 
to listen to; tedious, demanding, and exhausting to sing—the 
only piece I have ever performed that made me wish I were 
sitting in the audience instead of on stage. The rhythms are 
hard, often fast, complex, with the beat as apparent as the beat 
in Stravinsky or rock ‘n’ roll. The harmonies change excruciat- 
ingly slowly, often layering on top of one another. So that while 
the alto section is singing a perfectly normal major chord, the 
soprano section comes in with another perfectly normal major 
chord, only one step up. The dissonance is rich, with layers of 
sound complementing and clashing with each other like the fla- 
vors of a fine old Bordeaux. Fascinating to listen to. And theo- 
retically easy to sing. After all, most of the time you’re moving 
just a step, a major second, up or down. Anybody can sing do, re, 
mi. But when they’re singing do and holding it, and you’re sing- 
ing re and holding it, and someone else comes in with mi and 
holds it... it’s awfully hard to actually hold it and not drift one 
way or the other. 

The feeling you get resisting this pitch drift is the same feel- 
ing you may have had in kindergarten when the only way you 
could possibly hang onto your part in “Row, row, row your 


boat,” when the second group came in, was to stick your fingers in 
your ears—a gesture that is frowned upon in classical music circles. 

So there was the stress of simply hanging on to the right 
note. Then there was coping with the endless repetition and the 
dynamic contrasts. The piece 
opens with the words 0, no, no 
sung over and over at least a 
hundred times, sung by the sec- 
ond sopranos on the weakest 
note in my range—the middle- 
range A, the note where my 
chest voice must switch to head 
voice. (You may have experi- 
enced that break when you 
were on a high school bus, 
coming back from a game, 
singing at the top of your lungs, 
and there was a point where, if 
you wanted to sing a higher 
pitch, the big Ethel Merman 
belting sound gave way to a 
smaller sweeter sound. That’s your break. Chest voice gives way 
to head voice. It happens on a particular pitch for each person.) 

So, the no’s of “Negative Love” created that factory hammer 
pinging over and over, softly then louder then back again, but 
always, always repeating that A. “Wild Nights” is loud and fero- 
cious, with the sopranos screaming up to a high B-flat, and then 
ending ever so gently with a whispered “Ah, the sea.” Singing 
your loudest and then your softest, your highest and then your 
lowest, in the space of a few minutes, is difficult for even the 
healthiest voice, which mine wasn’t. 

I had recovered from a bout with laryngitis the week before, 
but evidently not completely. During the first performance some 
notes simply disappeared. I opened my mouth, engaged the 
thoughts and muscles that are used to sing, and nothing hap- 
pened—a kind of vocal aphasia, as terrifying as the stroke victim’s 
loss of the word cat. High, soft pianissimos were impossible. 
Long, held notes faded into breathy exhalations long before the 
music called for them to end. 
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There are 125 long black dresses and tuxedos in five neat rows 
on the stage of Orchestra Hall that first night. I stand in the 
third row, four in from the right, helplessly struggling for notes 
like a bird with a broken wing struggling to fly. The competent 
one stands beside me—the soprano whose committee work is 
efficient, whose hair is never out of place, whose clothes match 
and complement each other, who always seems to know what 
she’s doing, who expresses her concern for you if you’re not 
singing up to par in rehearsal. She gives me a funny look, leans 
over and sings the right note in my ear, loud. Oh, God, not only 
am I screwing up, but I’m letting everyone down, and they’re noticing. 
“Are you all right?” she asks later as we walk off stage. “Maybe 
you should have yourself checked by a doctor. It sounds like 
Terrifying word, nodes—callouses on the vocal 
cords that have interrupted the careers of many singers, always 
requiring rest, sometimes meqmurinig surgery. I lash out, “Leave 


nodes to me.” 


me alone, just leave me alone.” I went home that night and cried 


“This Time, in Losing @y voice 
I round 1t—1n avy Lire, 
my works, ay Loves, and friends. 
The key was Tessitura.” 


for hours, blocking my sinuses, tightening my throat—thoroughly 
sabotaging my ability to sing for at least 24 hours. 

The next morning I called in sick. I missed that night’s per- 
formance, but gathered my courage and returned to sing the 
third and final night. Only two 
thirds of the notes came out 
of my mouth. The rest was air. 
Impossible to hide from the 
truth. I couldn’t sing this 
piece. I couldn’t sing at all. 

A week later, I was sitting 
in the otolaryngologist’s office 
among people with trache- 
otomy holes in their throats. 
There was nothing to read in 
the hour and fifteen minutes I 
waited except pamphlets from 
the receptionist’s desk on how 
to survive throat cancer. I read 
them. I would not be able to 
pass a quiz on the subject. I 
had done little but sleep for the last five days. All my notes 
seemed to have returned, but my throat felt tight and would get 
sore if I talked for more than a minute or two. 

A family physician looks at your throat. An ear, nose, and 
throat specialist, on the other hand, looks at your vocal cords. 
The specialist sprays your throat with a foul-tasting contact an- 
esthetic (cocaine, actually), holds your tongue out of the way 
with a piece of gauze, and slips a warmed mirror down into your 
throat. (Singers don’t gag. We’ve trained our throats to stay 
open on command.) 

The verdict was delivered. No damage to the vocal cords. No 
need for surgery or months of rest and therapy. Just an upper 
respiratory bug that had hit me hard but was now on its way out. 
That’s all. Just... So rest, drink plenty of fluids, the old song. 

I consulted my voice teacher, who had one further recom- 
mendation: start singing alto. ’m a mezzo soprano: my voice is 
not as high as a soprano’s and not as low as an alto’s. Mezzo 
sopranos and baritones have a tricky choice when they sing in a 
chorus. We’re the monkeys in the middle. If the piece is in four- 
part harmony (soprano, alto, tenor, bass), we have to sing either 
a little too high or a little too low for comfort. Either can tire 
the voice. I had been singing soprano, but it seemed the time 
had come to err in the other direction—on the side of singing a 
little too low—in the hopes of its being less vocally exhausting. 


PCR 


A month later we began rehearsals for the Mozart Requiem. I 
moved 10 seats in, to the left. Alto territory, just to the right of 
center. When people remarked on the change, I had my line 
ready: “Yes, I’ve switched from soprano to alto. I’ve also moved 
from St. Paul to Minneapolis. I can’t think of any more funda- 
mental changes short of a sex-change operation.” It usually got 
a laugh, which I needed. I was nervous. I hadn’t sung alto in 20 
years. Could I still read music well enough? Sopranos rely on 
their ears so much. There it is, the melody, high above every- 
thing else, easy to hear, easy to grab hold of. But the alto, the 
harmony, the note woven into the thick fabric of the chord .. . I 
coached myself silently: pick out your strand and only your strand. 


WoUN TE RSA ee ee 


Don’t think low—you'll sing flat or tenor. Think core, the center; focus 


the sound. And above all, connect your eyes to your brain and throat. 
Sing what's written, not the assumptions your ears like to make. 

By the second rehearsal I realized I was home. My voice felt 
fine, comfortable, full of ease, 
free of strain. There was a 
sense of recognition, of right- 
ness, of my voice telling me, 
Well, of course, this is what ’'m 
meant to sing. As a soprano I 
knew I could sing well if ev- 
erything went right—if I had 
had enough sleep, if I were 
properly warmed up. As an alto 
I was just singing well. A joy- 
ful confidence crept into the 
sound, surprising me some- 
times with its warmth and 
richness. I discovered rich, low 
notes that never got used be- 
fore. Even the passages that I 
knew would take weeks to master didn’t overwhelm me. With 
time and practice, they would be mine. I had found my tessitura. 

When singers talk about tessitura (pronounced tess-ih- TOO- 
rah), what we really mean is a sense of home. We’ll say “Sure I 
have a high C, but I don’t want to live up there.” Tessitura is 
where you want to live. Range is a completely different idea. 
When you want to know the range of a song, you look for the 
highest note and the lowest note. When you want to know a 
song’s tessitura, you look at where most of the notes are. Range 
is important. If you don’t have those high and low notes in your 
voice, you can’t sing that song in that key. But tessitura is even 
more important. Singing a song that lies primarily in the middle 
of the staff and then climaxes on a high G is definitely not the 
same thing as singing one that perpetually sits at the top of the 
staff—F, G, A, F, G, A. I can do the first with ease. Just thinking 
about the second makes me tired. 

Where do I belong? Does this feel like home? This song, 
this job, this church, this neighborhood, this man? 

In John Adams’s Harmonium, the soprano tessitura put me on 
the weakest note in my middle range for most of one full move- 
ment and then up in the stratosphere for another. I failed be- 
cause the tessitura was all wrong. Not me, the tessitura. When I 
understood that, I understood a lot. 

My 20s and early 30s were about range. My answer to the 

question “Can you do this?” was always “Yes.” I taught singing; 
I acted in commercials; I sold cars; I worked as a legal secretary, 
a sales rep, a sales manager, a product manager. I achieved a lot 
and got fired a lot. As if the music of my life required me to push 
the high notes until they squeaked, the low notes until they 
growled. Then the catastrophe—out of a home, a job, and a 
marriage all at the same time. Fired as profoundly as it’s possible 
to be. As a wife, I had been part of we for so long that I had to 
consciously train myself to use the pronoun /. ‘Talk about losing 
your voice. 
BebAn] began to create a new life, I found I had become a lot 
more self-protective, more interested in tessitura. ‘The question 
was no longer “Can I do it?” but “Does the choice have a sense 
of rightness, of flow, of slipping into a life that is already a part 
of me, like a pair of ancient and beloved blue jeans?” 

[ had to learn honest and compassionate self-acceptance. I am 
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“I railed because the tTessitura 
was all wrong. Not ae, the 
TessITURA. When I understood 

That, I understood a lot.” 


what Iam. No more, but certainly no less. I’m short, with brown 
hair and brown eyes that can smile; 30 pounds more than thin; 
with cat-like energy (I sprint and then I nap); emotional; with a 
talent for writing and singing and a love for dancing. When I’m 
frightened I get nasty. I leave 
my shoes everywhere. 

It helped to look at myself 
as an instrument. A clarinet is 
not a trumpet. They can play 
many of the same notes, and a 
fanfare played on the clarinet 
could be interesting, but a 
trumpet fanfare is more typi- 
cal, and there’s a reason for 
that. 

Even the right tessitura (in 
life or music) isn’t comfortable 
all the time. But there are fewer 
of the stomach cramps and 
headaches, the terror and frus- 
trations of being the wrong 
person doing the wrong things in the wrong place and time. 


SOR 


Sometimes, to learn and grow I must work outside my tessitura. 
Pve found that when I do, I must work both harder and gentler, 
more persistently and with greater self-compassion. After all, 
classical music is hard. It’s a skill sport. So is life. You can’t just 
grit your teeth and force it. So I work on the coloratura (the 
long phrases of quickly moving notes)—articulating, phrasing, 
supporting, listening—but when the number of imperfect rep- 
etitions overwhelms me with failure, I stop, do something else 
for a while, and then come back. 

But I have to come back. Singing is part of my life’s tessitura. 
If I ignore it, a certain spiritual crankiness sets in, like the rest- 
lessness my body feels if I neglect to exercise it. 

Every year, we reaudition for the Minnesota Chorale. Most 
of us are invited to return for the next season. Some are not. 
Every year I walk into the little room (empty except for the 
piano, the accompanist, and the conductors taking notes) know- 
ing that they will hear at least 50 voices that are better than 
mine. I walk in knowing that. But I also know that I can tell a 
story better than most. So I take the auditioners on a journey 
that happens to be a song. It’s an act of faith—that if I focus on 
what I can do, the rest will be all right. 

A sense of balance, a sense of humor, a sense of hope, a love 
of self. Tessitura. 


JOAN OLIVER GOLDSMITH *#s a free-lance writer and 
singer based in Minneapolis. Specializing in issues related to health 
care and continuous quality improvement, she writes for trade jour- 
nals, corporations, and ghost writes for executives, scientists, and physi- 
cians. As a singer with the Minnesota Chorale she performs regularly 
with the Minnesota Orchestra and the Saint Paul Chamber Orches- 
tra. She has a B.A. degree in music from Oberlin and M.B.A. degree 


from the University of Minnesota’s executive M.B.A. program, and 


she took a writing class once. She continues to believe in the family 
values she was raised with: “words matter,” “Gershwin’s the best,” 
and “God forgives all sins but being late for rehearsal.” 


Many comic-strip 
readers breathed a sigh of 
relief in 1991 when Blondie hung 

up her dishtowel and finally got a job. 
But it could be years, or even decades, before main- 
stream funny pages are ready for Alison Bechdel’s 
“Dykes to Watch Out For,” a multipanel strip that 
chronicles the lives and loves of eight engaging, 
angst-ridden lesbians. 

“I'd like it to happen, but I don’t think it will,” 
says Bechdel, offering tea in her rustic home in 
Duxbury, Vermont. “I mean, [some publishers] still 
won’t run ‘Doonesbury’! How can you expect them 
to carry a lesbian strip that is three times more radi- 
cal than anything Garry Trudeau ever thought of?” 

A few months ago Bechdel turned down an offer 
most cartoonists would die for. Universal Press Syn- 
dicate wanted a toned-down, coed version of “Dykes 
to Watch Out For.” Bechdel just said no. And she’s 
not holding her breath for calls from mainstream 
dailies like the Chicago Tribune; she’s too busy. Her 
twice-monthly strip runs in 45 papers nationwide, 
including the Boston Phoenix and the Bay Times. Her 
five books are selling well, and her cartoons are pop- 
ping up with increasing regularity in publications such 
as Ms. and Village Voice. 


Cartoouislto 
AANakd Out For 


Alison Bechdel ’81 is tickling 


the funny bone and pricking 
the conscience of a growing 

audience with her comic 
strip, “Dykes to Watch 
Out For.” 


BY PAULA ROUTLY 


“I don’t create the strip with the intention of ap- 
pealing to anyone but lesbians,” says 33-year-old 
Bechdel, who seems somewhat amazed by her grow- 
ing popularity. “But I’ve since learned that a lot of 
gay men read it and like it. And then I found out that 
straight people were reading it, too.” 

Nicole Hollander, author of the popular car- 
toon “Sylvia,” counts herself a Bechdel fan. A na- 
tionally syndicated artist, Hollander keeps track of 
her own busy schedule with a “Dykes to Watch 
Out For” calendar. “I just love that [Bechdel] has 
this big cast of characters,” Hollander says. “They 
are political, but at the same time, there’s humor 
about it.” 


Coming Out 


Bechdel exhibited a talent for drawing as a child, and 
even before she could read, she was incorporating 
letters and numbers into her doodles. The only thing 
missing from her primitive cartoons, which soon 
evolved into illustrated stories, were female figures. 

“Representations of women, especially when I 
was a kid, were highly sexualized,” says Bechdel, 
explaining her early preference for male charac- 


WINTER/SPRING 1994 


ters. “To draw a woman meant you’d 
draw a person, and then add the 
breasts, the big bow in the hair, the 
curls, the eyelashes. That’s something 
that went against my sensibilities, even 
as a child.” 

Bechdel was still doodling when she a 
transferred to Oberlin in fall 1979. A 
studio-art and art-history major, she kept 
her predominantly conceptual course 
work separate from her cartooning, 
which she practiced on her own, filling 
notebooks with drawings and cartoons. 
Although she shared her drawings with 
a select group of friends, she wouldn’t 
submit her work to any campus newspa- 
per or magazine. “It was really bother- 
ing me that I couldn’t draw women,” 
says Bechdel, explaining her timidity. 
“After I came to accept myself, all that 
changed.” 

Her path to self-acceptance began 
with an experience she describes as 
“revelatory.” Her first semester in 
Oberlin was a depressing time for 
Bechdel, who remembers feeling not 
only lonely but alienated. She spent 
most of her free time going to movies 
or browsing through books at the Co- 
op Bookstore, where one November 
day she happened upon a collection of 
interviews with gay people. 

“All of a sudden I realized, ‘I am one 
of those people,” she explains. At the 
same instant—with a synchronicity 
Bechdel attributes to Oberlin’s “atmo- 
sphere of tolerance”—she decided it was 
okay. “I’d had flashes of it all through 
my childhood and denied it, but all of a 
sudden it was an acceptable avenue.” 

Armed with her newfound self-awareness, Bechdel 
embarked on what she calls a “personal intellectual 
odyssey.” She spent months reading everything she 
could find by or about lesbians. “My whole coming 
out was completely cerebral for a long time,” she says. 

Coming out to the rest of the world was another 
matter. She spent months building up the courage to 
attend a Gay Union meeting (the student group later 
changed its name to the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual 
Union). It was such a big step that Bechdel still re- 
members the day of the week the meeting was held— 
a Tuesday. Informing her parents was a little easier, 
but “they were pretty upset,” she recalls. Her father 
has since died, and her mother has come “full circle” 
on the subject of her daughter’s sexuality. When 
Newsweek failed to acknowledge Bechdel in a recent 
cover story on prominent lesbians, her mother was 
disappointed. “I told her I’m not as big as k.d. lang,” 
says Bechdel with a laugh. 
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OF WOMEN WITH UNTESTED / 
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Bechdel is best known 
for her comic strip 
“Dykes to Watch Out 
For.” All the strip’s 
characters either work 
at or frequent Bechdel’s 
fictional bookstore, 
Madwimmin Books. 


Accldeutal Cartoonist 


After graduating from Oberlin in 1981 Bechdel 
moved to New York City. She was working as a 
temp when she landed a volunteer job at Womanews, 
the feminist newspaper that published her first car- 
toons. Before long, the strip evolved from single- 
panel drawings into long, involved strips. Characters 
emerged from a tangle of comic encounters, and by 
1987 Bechdel had a regular but diverse cast: lusty 
Lois; yup-and-coming Clarice and Toni; blissed-out 
Sparrow; sensible, Reubenesque Harriet; coquettish 
Ginger; and Mo—the neurotic personification of 
white, liberal guilt. 

A soap opera seemed inevitable. 

“T didn’t pick the serial format, I just did it,” 
Bechdel says, crediting gay cartoonist Howard Cruse 
with the idea of an ongoing alternative saga. “It 
became easier to do the strip when I made that 
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AS T ENTERED THE STUDENT UNION 
BUILDING THAT NIGHT. I FELT Sure 
EVERYONE. KNEW WHERE I WAS 


WALKING 


INTO THAT MEETING 


WAS PROBABLY THE 


BRAVEST THING | ‘VE 


EVER DONE. 


T HAVE MO IDEA WHAT THE GRoUP TALKED 
ABouy. I SAT IN A CORNER, OVERWHELMED 
WITH THE SYMBOUC WEIGHT OF SIMPLY 
BEING THERE, AMONG OTHERS . 

MY PEOPLES I HAD FounD THEM! 


The editors of Gay Comics 
asked Bechdel for new 
Stories unrelated to her 

“Dykes to Watch Out For” 
strip. The “No Dykes to 

Watch Out For Special” was 
published in summer 1993 
and included two 
autobiographical pieces. In 
“Coming Out Story,” Bechdel 
related many of her 
experiences at Oberlin. 


change. I think I just felt a pull toward more 
narrative work.” 

The debates, passions, and failed affairs 
of Bechdel’s heroines have since filled up 
volumes—the original Dykes to Watch Out 
For, More Dykes to Watch Out For, New Im- 
proved Dykes to Watch Out For, Dykes to 


Dykes to Watch Out For—all published by 
Firebrand Books. 

Although Bechdel worries about her char- 
acters turning into caricatures, the strip 
shows no signs of going stale. “Mo being in 
a relationship. That was a big change,” ob- 
serves June Thomas, a former member of 
the feminist monthly Off Our Backs, which 
runs Bechdel’s cartoon. “I kind of preferred 
her when she was whining and moaning 
about not having a girlfriend. Not to say 
that she doesn’t whine and moan now. . . .” 

Bechdel created Mo, the strip’s central 
character, with herself in mind. But, quali- 
fying the likeness, she says, “She’s mostly 
my worst side.” Still, there are tell-tale signs 
of Mo in and around Bechdel’s funky home. 
She keeps the heat way down. The car in 
the driveway is small and efficient. And she 
apologizes for a two-month pile of newspa- 
pers outside, insisting she hasn’t had time 
to recycle. 

In Bechdel’s case lack of time is a legiti- 
mate excuse. The same woman who dreams 
up “Dykes to Watch Out For” also does all 
her own photocopying, mailing, and bill col- 
lecting. Syndication accounts for 30 percent 
of her income; royalties bring in another 40 
percent. The rest comes from speaking en- 
gagements and what Bechdel refers to as her 
“junk business”: selling mugs, T-shirts, and 
postcards through the mail. Padding around 
the living room in heavy wool socks, she con- 
fides, “I have nightmares once in a while 
that I have to get a real job again.” 

But for now, surrounded by woods, her 
rented house is an artist’s dream come true. Living 
10 minutes from the nearest post office and 35 miles 
from Burlington gives Bechdel just enough privacy. 

“Once you hook into a couple of people, you hear 
all the gossip,” says Bechdel, who moved to Vermont 
from Minneapolis. “The lesbian community is sort 
of a constant in every place I’ve been.” 


Something or Everyone 


3echdel’s ability to find commonalities—in New York, 
Northampton, Minneapolis, and everywhere else she’s 
lived—is one secret of her strip’s success. Another is 
her eye for detail, which stems from a fascination with 
everyday life. “The little rituals, the habits, the coffee, 
all of that stuff is magical to me,” she says. 


Watch Out For: The Sequel, and Spawn of 


It’s no wonder she draws her characters realisti- 
cally—complete with warts, bulges, and glasses that 
fall off at the wrong moment. Making women more 
believable is not only a political statement. It makes 
them more lovable—down to their cotton jockeys. 

“Didn’t you ever wonder why Dagwood is just 
this schmucky looking guy, and Blondie is this pin- 
up girl with a tiny waist, tiny nose, and huge breasts?” 
Bechdel asks. “Women are always fetishized in car- 
toons,” she says, noting a similar tendency in gay 
cartoons to endow men with huge chests and tight 
butts. “I like to counteract that with real people.” 

The result—a smart, funny, realistic glimpse of 
the lesbian subculture—is an insider’s view that’s not 
exclusive. “It’s really about our community, but I 
imagine there would be an element of recognition 
for all women,” says Thomas of Off Our Backs. 
“There’s something in there for anyone with a modi- 
cum of hip.” 

Ray Lesser, editor of the Cleveland-based Funny 
Times, goes one step further. “Alison is taking char- 
acters who happen to be gay and presenting them in 
humorous situations. If you substituted a man in there, 
it would be just as funny,” he says. “It’s really about 
relationships. The themes are universal.” 

How do Bechdel’s characters manage to bash the 
patriarchy over lentil loaf and raspberry tea without 
alienating guys like Lesser? 

The same way their maker illustrates female fore- 
play and post-coital bliss: with equal parts respect 
and humor. 

“I was just looking at one of the episodes when 
Harriet and Mo first go to bed together,” says Hol- 
lander, who is straight. “It doesn’t make you uncom- 
fortable. It seems very natural, low-key, mildly 
embarrassing, the way those things are. 

“Sylvia has a writer’s persona,” Hollander says of 
her own cartoon creation, “so that in a way her own 
private relationships are not part of the strip. Whereas 
Mo 1s right in there.” 

Bechdel is also right in there, which gives her 
direct access to her subject matter. And it gives her 
license to poke fun at the whole man-hating, therapy- 
going, woman-chasing rat race without offending 
anyone. She boldly goes where no man—or hetero- 
sexual woman—could. 

Although she gets plenty of mail, little of it is 
critical. “If you’re making people’s lives visible, they 
are so grateful, and so desperate to see that, I don’t 
think they care about the possibility of negative im- 
plications.” 

About her nonlesbian readers—those who relate 
to left-wing politics, or the talking around the table, 
or just the laughs—Bechdel is equally philosophical. 

“I hope the strip draws people in, and implicates 
them. Because once you're reading it, you’ve crossed 
the line into it. . 

“Cartoons,” she says, “are sort of subversive in 
that way.” 
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WINTER/SPRING 1994 


Alumni News & Notes 


OLGBA creates a panel for the AIDS Memorial Quilt; activism colloquium is in the works; 
Jonathan Turner’s been thinking; electronic OAM demo coming up 


ear 


ear 


j 9 j 6 May Goodrich Lovejoy celebrated her 
100th birthday Sept. 15 inJamestown, N.Y., where 
she lives in Manor Oak Nursing Home. The local 
newspaper, the Post-Fournal, carried a photograph 
and short biography of May in its Sept. 21 edition. 
A former conservatory student, May is past organ- 
ist of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints in Jamestown. 


j 923 In mentioning the Youngstown, 
Ohio, Vindicator’s coverage of Martha Bailey 
Fowler for the needlework she 
exhibited at Youngstown’s 
Senior Celebration ’93 the 
OAM 's fall 1993 issue neglected 
to give Martha’s maiden name. 
Martha, a conservatory gradu- 
ate, was one of four alumni who 
returned for their 70th reunion 
this past May. The others were 
Andrew Bonjiorno, Ethel Metcalf Curtis, and 
Pauline Van Gorder. “Looking forward to 1998 
and our 75th,” says Martha. 


Fowler 


j 92 5 The July 5 New Yorker ran an article 
by Sidney Blumenthal, “A Beautiful Friendship,” 
that paraphrases Erwin Griswold’s 1985 assess- 
ment of Ruth Bader Ginsburg: She is to gender 
equality what Thurgood Marshall isto racial equal- 
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ity. The article implies that Erwin’s remark about 
Ginsburg, delivered through Senator Daniel 
Patrick Moynihan and David Gergen, counselor 
to President Clinton, influenced Clinton to ap- 
point Ginsburg to the Supreme Court. Moynihan, 
a former professor at Harvard U., knew Erwin 
when he was dean of Harvard’s law school. 


é 927 In January a watercolor painting, 
“Guide Called Izzy,” by Mary McCallum Pearce 
won the Best in Show $1000 award for the 1994 
Artists of Florida exhibition at the Sarasota Vi- 
sual Arts Center. Mary told a columnist for 
Sarasota’s Pelican Press (Jan. 
27 edition) that she turned 
from oils to watercolor— | 
which she had earlier thought 
“pale and wishy-washy”— 
after seeing the vibrant work 
of German Expressionist Emil 
Nolde. She says she enjoys 


Pearce 


watercolor’s being “such a 
temperamental medium . . . it always wants to 
have its own way.” The Unity Gallery in Sarasota 
exhibited 30 of Mary’s watercolors during June. 
A critic writing for the June 11 Sarasota Herald 
Tribune said gallery visitors will wish more art- 
ists would make narrative paintings after seeing 
Mary’s works. “Pearce shows us how it’s done,” 
she wrote. Mary lives and paints in Sarasota on 
the Gulf of Mexico. 


i 929 Myron H. Luke received the Hofstra 
U.’s highest award, the Presidential Medal, Nov. 
5. The medal is awarded for outstanding career 
achievement, scholarly excellence, leadership in 
the professions, noteworthy public service, or 
humanitarian endeavors. Myron is professor 
emeritus of history of C.W. Post Coll. and the 
author of several books and many articles in the 
historical field. For many years he has been a class 
agent. He lives in West Hempstead, Long Island. 


6 9 3 0 Bernard “Bun” Gladieux has moved 
to 245 Kendal Dr., Oberlin, OH 44074. He says 
he’s looking forward to this return to so many 
good old Oberlin haunts. W Competing against 
93 other entrants, Tom Williams was one of four 
winners in this fall’s statewide Oregon Assoc. of 
Homes for the Aging Creative Writing and 
Poetry contest. The association published his 
poem, “Music,” along with the works of the 
other contestants. 


i 93 3 On the occasion of Florene 


Worcester’s October move to the Kendal at 
Oberlin retirement community the Oberlin 
Historical and Improvement Organization 
(O.H.1.O.) honored her with a reception and 
open house at the historic Burrell-King House. 
Florene is a long-time curator of Oberlin’s Jewett 
House, Monroe House, and Little Red School- 
house, O.H.I.O. board member, and retired 
Prospect Sch. principal. 


: 93 4 Mellen Research University Press 
has published Anthony Piraino’s 4 Psychological 
Study of Tolstoy’s Anna Karenina. The study ex- 
amines the protagonist’s three marriages and, in 
particular, her mental state. Anthony, a cognitive 
psychotherapist, uses cognitive therapy to explore 
Tolstoy’s portrayal of love and despair. Address: 
12072 Fairhope Rd., St., San Diego, CA 92128. 


i 9 3 6 In November Virginia Brown Snow, 
visiting her sister and brother in Florida, saw 
her college roommate Mary Rentschler 
Beiswenger °35 in Pompano Beach and friend 
Caroline Ide Eddy in Orlando. Virginia’s address: 
4750 Dona Ln., Minneaopolis, MN 55422-3537. 


fi 93 7 Ruth Falck Banbury celebrated her 
82nd birthday Mar. 15, 1993, in the same month 
that she announced her retirement from teach- 


ing. In the past two years she has lost much of her 
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sight from macular degeneration. Ruth was presi- 
dent of the Pasadena branch of the Music Teach- 
ers Assoc. of California from 1962 to 1964 and 
for several years chaired the branch association’s 
Certificate of Merit Committee. W Richard 
Eastman has won first prize in the 1993 recorder 
composition contest conducted by the Chicago 
chapter of the American Recorder Soc. His 
winning composition was “Little Suite” for so- 
prano, alto, tenor, and bass recorders. At Ober- 
lin Dick wrote the book and several tunes for 
Arabesque, the first student musical produced by 
the old Mummers club. Honorary trustee John 
Stern ’39 and his wife, Fay, have given $5000 to 
establish a book fund for Oberlin’s Theater and 
Dance Dept. to honor Richard and his brother 
Arthur ’40. The brothers are literary scholars. 
Dick is the author of Guide to the Novel and Style. 
Arthur is the author of A Short History of 
Shakespearean Criticism and a general editor of 
The Norton Reader. 


i 9 3 8 In September Sumner Hayward had 
a letter published in the Oberlin News-Tribune 
and the Review protesting the Oberlin City Club’s 


barring women from membership. 


i 93 9 John Stern and his wife, Fay, have 
given $5000 to establish a book fund for Oberlin’s 
Theater and Dance Dept. to honor brothers 
Richard 737 and Arthur ’40 Eastman, who are 
literary scholars. 


1940 Literary scholars Arthur and 


Richard ’37 Eastman have been honored by 
John Stern ’39 and his wife, Fay, who have 
established a book fund for Oberlin’s Theater 
and Dance Dept. witha giftof$5000. W R. Winfield 
Smith was recently appointed to the Board of 
Trustees of the Montgomery County (Pa.) Com- 
munity Coll. The trustees will soon establish the 
college’s first branch campus. The main campus 
serves 6000 full-time and 4000 part-time students. 


| 94 i The Speech Bin, a Florida publisher 
specializing in material for speech and language 
pathologists, has published 
Talkable Tales, Lois Baker 
Muehl’s collection of humor- 
ous rebus stories for children. 
“[’m finding free-lance writ- 
ing a perfect combination with 
‘retirement,’” says Lois. “It’s a 


great sit-down activity to al- 
Muehl 
call more upright ones.” Lois wrote the blurb for 


ternate with what you could 


this issue’s What Have You Been Doing coupon, 
and wins a genuine Oberlin pencil for her ac- 
complishment. W Recently, during the week 
that the United Church of Christ unveiled its 
AIDS-prevention curriculum, the religion re- 
porter for the Akron Beacon Journal asked Donald 
Powers, newly retired minister of the First Grace 
United Church of Christ in Akron, what he 
would and would not want included in a church 
curriculum on AIDS. “I think sex should be 


Auditorium Named for Foseph Wincenc ?37 


By Jane Modlin Franklin *42 


he Middle School Auditorium in Orchard Park, New York—longtime 
home of the Orchard Park Symphony Orchestra—has been renamed the 
Joseph A. Wincenc Auditorium. At a ceremony that 

took place during the intermission of the orchestra’s 

fall concert, community leaders and elected officials 

praised Wincenc, who is known fondly in the commu- 

nity as Dr. Joe. The founding and continuing music 

director of the 45-year-old orchestra, he is believed 

to be the longest-retained, continuously active con- 

ductor of a community orchestra in the country. He 

is a former concertmaster and associate conductor of 

the Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra and the father of 

Joseph Wincenc flutist Carol Wincenc ’71. A bronze plaque bearing his 


likeness and his often quoted words “Music brings unity 
to the community” has been placed in the lobby of the school. 
Members of the Orchard Park Symphony include violinists Nancy Rogers 
Garver ’44 and Nanci Kahle Bailey 72. Nancy Hubbard Cheshire ’58 serves with 
me on the orchestra’s Women’s Committee. 


JANE MODLIN FRANKLIN isa music teacher and volunteer in Orchard Park, New York. 
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confined to one’s partner in marriage,” he an- 
swered, “but those who refuse must be urged to 
use measures to protect themselves.” He said he 
opposed a class on oral sex because the practice 
should not be encouraged outside of marriage 
and that such a class would encourage the be- 
havior. W It wasn’t George Vradenburg, Jr., who 
spoke on violence in the media last May in New 
Jersey but his son, George Vradenburg III 64. 
George the father does live in Colorado Springs, 
as reported in the fall issue of the OAM, but is 
not executive vice-president of Fox Inc. (His 
son is.) W Dik Vrooman, a widower, and Rozanne 
“Zan” Edwards Kramer ’42, a widow, have been 
reunited after more than half a century. They 
recently had their photograph taken in Santa Fe 
in a pose similar to one they struck for a photo- 
graph taken in Oberlin in 1939. They split their 
time between Santa Fe and College Station, 
ex 


i 942 The Saxophone Journal ran a profile 
of composer John Worley in its Sept.-Oct. 1993 
issue. Writer David Bilger called John “a man 
whose character combines honesty, sincerity, 
integrity, friendliness, and a rugged stamina 
reminiscent of a New England fisherman.” Al- 
though John has played saxophone since sixth 
grade, he didn’t begin composing until his late 
30s when, on leave from teaching at the State U. 
of N.Y. at Oneonta, he studied with Sir Lennox 
Berkeley in London. John has never taken a 
commission for his compositions. “Ill continue 
to write what I feel urged, or inspired, to write,” 
he told Bilger. “For me it’s better that way.” 
John’s quartet for saxophone, “Cul-de-Sax,” 
was played this summer at the Balsams Resort in 
Dixville Notch, N.H., the Sebasco Resort in 
Sebasco Estates, Maine, and the Poland Springs 


(Maine) Preservation Soc. series. John lives in 
Owls Head, Maine. 


4 943 Jewel Lafontant-Mankarious’s son, 
John W. Rogers, Jr., has won the Distinguished 
Alumnus Award of the U. Chicago’s University 
HS. He is a 1976 graduate of the school. Also a 
Princeton U. graduate, he is a stockbroker, and 
in 1983 founded Ariel Capital Management. He 
is on the boards of many corporations and civic 
organizations. W On August 28 Dorothy Ismond 
MacNab gave her first public piano performance 
(Beethoven’s “Moonlight Sonata”), at the State 
Theater of Cleveland’s Playhouse Square. A 
conservatory graduate, Dorothy began playing 
piano at age 7 but curtailed her performance 
career when she contracted polio as a young 
woman. At Playhouse Square she accompanied 
works choreographed by Sabatino Verlezza and 
performed by Dancing Wheels, 24 dancers with 
and without disabilities. “I think it’s fantastic 
what the arts do for people of all ages,” she told 
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a Plain Dealer reporter shortly before the event. 
“Beyond lifting the spirits and giving us pleasure, 
I think the arts heal.” Dorothy is a trustee of the 
Cleveland Music Sch. Settlement, a long-time 
supporter of the Cleveland Orch., and an advisor 
to the board of Professional Flair, parent organiza- 
tion of Dancing Wheels, a group working to 
ensure opportunities for people with disabilities. 


l 944 Jerome Jeffries Kutzen was one of 21 
Oberlin alumni who this fall attended the 50- 
year reunion of the V-12 Marine Unit in Wash- 
ington, D.C. “The friendship and camaraderie 
were strong and real even though most of us had 
not seen each other in 50 years,” Jerry says. He 
recalls that the first V-12 group on Oberlin’s 
campus was welcomed by a professor who told 
the men they were lucky to be in the V-12 unit 
because they did not have the grades to be 
admitted to Oberlin during peace. Proving the 
professor wrong, says Jerry, the unit “produced 
lawyers, businessmen, Lt. General Harold Hatch 
°47, [and] bankers.” The GOBOOM (Good Old 
Boys of Oberlin Marines) newsletter of July 
reports that the Oberlin group plans another 
reunion at the College in 1996. Some 450 Ober- 
lin alums were in the V-12 Marine Unit, accord- 
ing to GOBOOM. ¥ Stopping over in New York 
City during the recent Alumni Assoc. trip to 
Egypt, Mary Lou Strasburg Loud met with Dottie 
Bebb Fisher, Joy Abbot Ballou, and Elizabeth 
“Tuck” Tucker Smith. The friends are part of a 
group of 18 alumni who metas 
Oberlin students and have kept 
in touch with a round-robin 
letter for nearly 50 years. Mary 
Lou’s husband, Warren; 
Dottie’s husband, David; and 
Tuck’s husband, Don ’44, 
joined the four for lunch Oct. 
30. Mary Lou and Warren 
found the Alumni Assoc. trip “a great experi- 


Loud 


ence—compatible people, plenty of in-depth 
content, and efficient organization.” W On Nov. 7 
Marion Widowson Russell performedas first flutist 
with the Cleveland Women’s Orch.’s concert of 
music composed solely by women, including 
Dolores Miller White 54. The concert, in the 
Cleveland Museum of Art, was in conjunction 
with the museum’s art show by women artists. 
The next weekend Marion traveled to Chicago 
with the orchestra to perform an all-women’s 
concert at Chicago’s Historical Soc., located on 
the site of the Women’s Bldg., built for the 1893 
Columbian Exposition to honor women. In Janu- 
ary she gave a flute recital at the Clipton Club in 
Lakewood, Ohio. The Nov. 11 Cleveland Plain 
Dealer ran a profile of Marion that mentioned her 
learning to play her father’s wooden flute at age 5. 


H 945 This past June Bill ’44 and Dorothy 
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Stephenson Rogers hosted Marge Latshaw Reid, 
Miriam “Mim” Wheeler Shewmon, Rachel 
Pettus Warner, and Barbara Stephenson Hicks 
43 fora week at their home in 
Pennsylvania. Bill Reid and [ 
Ken Hicks ’44 also attended [J 
the small reunion. The four 
women have kept up corre- 
spondence with round-robin 
letters since their Oberlin 


graduation but had not gotten 
together since then. 


Rogers 


i 946 Nancy Williams Cook and her hus- 
band, Jack, have moved to what Nancy calls “a 
charming retirement community,” Hillside 
Manor and Garden Cottages, in McMinnville, 
Oreg. “We are happily exploring the Pacific 
Northwest and pleased to be living a small-town 
life again,” she says. W Stanley Schuman, medi- 
cal director of the Agromedicine program of 
Clemson U. and professor of family medicine 
and pediatrics at the Medical U. of South Caro- 
lina, addressed the Dillon County (S.C.) Farm 
Bureau members’ annual meeting this past Sep- 
tember, debunking what he called scare tactics 
used by Hollywood stars and national media that 
exaggerate the effects of pesticides and pollution 
on Americans’ food and often result in damage 
to the nation’s food producers. 


kK 948 Leaving his summer campground 
near Three Rivers, Mich., Sept. 14, Wayland P. 
“Pat” Smith arrived at his winter quarters in 
Queen Valley, Ariz., Nov. 22. “Itwas nota direct 
route,” he understates. Between visits to his 
daughter Pam in upstate New York—where he 
parked his rig and golden retriever—he flew to 
England for three weeks with an old friend, then 
joined 20 other Oberlin alumni in attending the 
50th-anniversary reunion of the Navy V-12 Pro- 
gram in Washington, D.C. “For many of us who 
came to Oberlin and other college units, V-12 
was a defining moment in our lives,” Pat says. 
“Oberlin shaped me in many ways. I am most 
grateful.” W Having met in 1990 in Dogamys— 
on the Black Sea in what was then the Soviet 
Union—at an international conference on space 
physics at which they both gave invited talks, 
Joan Feynman and Alexander Ruzmaikin were 
married August 27 in California. Joan is working 
in space physics at the Jet Propulsion Labora- 
tory in Pasadena, and Alexander is at California 
State U., Northridge. The couple plans to visit 
Joan’s son, Matthew Hirshberg ’80, in Christ 
Church, New Zealand, where he teaches politi- 
cal science at Canterbury U. ¥ Pricilla Johnson 
Lussmeyer lives near Lowell, Mich., in the coun- 
try, “rather Mother Earth News-style (foresee- 
ing the time when carrying firewood won’t hold 


the appeal it does now),” she says, and remains 


active in the local United 
Methodist Church, where she 
is in the handbell choir. She 
also sings and serves on the 
board of the Grand Rapids 
(Mich.) Cantata choir. Pricilla 
directs the Fallasburg Histori- 


cal Soc.’s efforts to purchase 
and restore properties in the 


Lussmeyer 


former Fallasburg Village, with the goal of creat- 
ing a living-history museum of mid-19th- 
century life in a rural village. Pricilla says her 
“fascinating” work demands many skills that she 
learned at Oberlin. 


Class of 1944 


Join us in 
celebrating your 


50th Reunion 


May 27-30 


Reflect on your 
days at Oberlin 


Rekindle old friendships 


Relax and enjoy 
a wide variety of activities 


Preserve the tradition 
of Oberlin. 
Support the 
Class of 1944 Gift. 


Goal amount: 
$800,000 
Projects: 
1944 Memorial Scholarship 
1993-94 Annual Fund 


For more information call: 
e 
Fred Wilson 
Reunion Chair 
609/665-7335 
. 
Jean Duthie Waugh 
Class President 
615/456-2824 
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F 949 Mary DeCsepeli Radcliffe has com- 
pleted 10 years as president of the Greenwich 
(Conn.) Symphony. “I loved Oberlin!” she re- 
cently told a reporter for the Greenwich Time 
who interviewed her on the occasion of her 
anniversary with the symphony. “The people [at 
Oberlin] were so helpful and kind.” After earn- 
ing a master’s degree at the Manhattan Sch. of 
Music, Mary taught piano several years before 
her marriage and the birth of her four sons. She 
began volunteering with the Greenwich Sym- 
phony when her sons were still young. Mary’s 
husband, Richard, a former investment man- 
ager with a Wall Street firm, began as the 
symphony’s treasurer and chair of the executive 
committee 10 years ago. Under the couple’s 
leadership and “contrary to many other orches- 
tras throughout the country,” according to the 
article, “the Greenwich Symphony is in good 
financial health with subscriptions and dona- 
tions rising each year.” 


| 950 In March 1993 the trade journal 
Paper Age presented its Papermaker of the Year 
award to Ben J. Lancashire, chair and CEO of the 
Inland Container Corp. Foreseeing his retire- 
ment this past summer, Ben said, in accepting 
his award, that receiving it was “a nice way to 
wind down my career.” W Richard Sutch retired 
recently from 41 years of choral-music teaching 
and arts administration and 20 
years of service with the Aus- 
tin, Tex., public schools. He is 
in his third year as an educa- 
tional consultant with the Aus- 
tin secondary schools, where 
he directs the Peer Assistance 
and Leadership (PAL) Pro- 
gram. PAL trains selected 


Sutch 
high-school juniors and seniors and eighth 


graders as helpers for at-risk younger stu- 
dents. The program has received state and 
national recognition, and this past June Rich- 
ard received a Texas award for outstanding 
contribution in the field of peer helping. He 
sings in the Austin Choral Union and the 
Austin Lyric Opera. His wife, Ellen, is a coun- 
selor in the Austin schools. His son, Randy, 
and daughter, Robin, live in Austin and Phoe- 
nix, respectively. 


i 95 3 The Grand Rapids, Mich., YWCA 
recently awarded Elizabeth Greensmith Dole its 
annual ‘Tribute! award for community service. 
For about 35 years Betsy, who chairs the Board 
of Trustees of Olivet Coll., has done volunteer 
work for the YWCA, the United Way, and two 
United Churches of Christ. She founded the 
United Church Outreach Ministry in 1985 and 
later started Homework House, whose volun- 


teers provide snacks and help children one-on- 
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one with their homework, read them books, and 
play games with them. “Children need more 
than their parents and teachers,” Betsy told a 
reporter for the Grand Rapids Press. “They need 
people in the community to believe that they’re 
good, they have potential.” W Oberlin trustee 
Anne Osborn Krueger Henderson, former vice 
president of the World Bank and an authority on 
international economic development, received 
Rhodes Coll.’s 20th annual Frank E. Seidman 
Distinguished Award in Political Economy Oct. 
2. She was the first woman to receive the honor. 
This fall Anne became professor of economics at 
Stanford U. She is a nonresident senior fellow of 
the Brookings Inst., a research associate of the 
National Bureau of Economic Research, and a 
director of the Western Digital Corp. and 
Nordson Corp. ¥ In November at the Annual 
Conference of the European Council of Inter- 
national Schs. in the Hague, Holland, Herbert 
Henke, professor of music education at Oberlin, 
presented three sessions for music teachers. In 
the same month he presented two sessions at the 
National Conference of the American Orff 
Schulwerk Assoc. in Indianapolis. In October he 
served a residency in Dalcroze eurhythmics as 
the 1993 artist-in-residence at Gettysburg Coll. 
V Michael Ogden and Li Somogyi Stark ’54 were 
married at Epiphany Episcopal Church in 
Tempe, Ariz., July 3, 1993. Other Oberlinians 
participating in the festivities included Harry 
Poehlmann’54, Eleanor Ogden Poehlmann’56, 
Sue Somogyi Alesia °57, Nancy Somogyi 
Morgan ’60, and Michael Stark ’80. The newly- 
weds’ address: 999 E. Baseline, Apt. 2208, Tempe, 
AZ 85283. 


i 954 After 30 years at the Cleveland 
Public Library (the last 15 as head of the Social 
Sciences Dept.) and other years at Harvard U. 
and U. Washington, Thelma Morris retired July 
1 to travel and take courses in urban sociology 
and art. Her new address: 13700 Fairhill Rd. 
#302, Shaker Heights, OH 44120. W The world 
premiere of Music for a Special Occasion was 
Nov. 7, when composer Dolores Miller White’s 
composition was featured in the Cleveland 
Women’s Orch. commemorative program in 
cooperation with the Cleveland Museum of Art, 
A Salute to Women in the Arts. Marion 
Widowson Russell ’44 was first flutist. All the 
music for the concert was composed by women, 
and the museum held a special exhibition of art 
by Mary Cassatt and Berthe Morisot. 


4 95 5 Leslie Adams’s “The Return from 
Town” received seven performances by the 
Cleveland Orch. between May 11 and 14 in 
Severance Hall. Jahja Ling conducted, and 


Joanne Uniatowski was the vocal soloist. W 


Albert Sonnenfeld has been appointed Marion 


Frances Chevalier Professor 
in French at the U. Southern 
California Coll. of Letters, | 
Arts and Sciences. Chair of : 
the USC department of |) 
French and Italian, Albert is a 
specialist in the fiction, po- 


etry, and drama of the late 
19th and early 20th centuries. Sonnenfeld 
i 9 5 6 Robert Heltman, president of Lead- 
ing Edge Products and Services Co. in 
Hendersonville, N.C., has 
been named to the Who’s 
Who Worldwide Registry of 
Global Business Leaders. His 
sales agency, which he started 
in 1988, represents inventors 
and product developers to 


mail-order-catalog firms. He 


Heltman 
Hiking Staff. Bob and his wife, Melody, have 
eight grown children. 


is the inventor of the Ultimate 


| 9 5 7 In June Johnnetta Betsch Cole 
spoke at A Tribute to Chicago Women. In May 
she was the keynote speaker for the fourth An- 
nual Salute to Business and Education Celebra- 
tion and Awards Luncheon in Atlanta. She 
worked on the Habitat for Humanity House 
that was being built solely by women by the 
Women Helping Women Coalition on April 3, 
the same day she attended a birthday celebration 
for poet Maya Angelou hosted by Oprah 
Winfrey. W Frank DiFalco retired July 1, 1991, 
after 30 years as piano technician at Ohio U. 
Sch. of Music. A piano major at Oberlin, he still 
plays, but not professionally. “I am still a bach- 
elor but had a brief marriage,” he says. Address: 
48 S. May, Athens, OH 45701. W When the San 
Diego chapter of the American Guild of Organ- 
ists honored Leslie Pratt Spelman ’27 by dedi- 
cating its annual spring concert to him on the 
occasion of his 90th birthday [see Leslie’s class 
note in the Summer 1993 OAM], it was violist 
Jean Ogden Jones and her composer husband 
Robert W. Jones who surprised Leslie with their 
performance of Bob’s arrangement of “Happy 
Birthday,” which closed with the audience stand- 


ing to sing. Jean says she was “proud to take part 
in this tribute.” 


[ 958 Dick Hilt is a physics professor at 
Colorado Coll. After earning his Ph.D. degree 
at U. North Carolina—Chapel Hill in 1964 he 
immediately got a teaching job at CC, and has 
been there ever since. “CC is a great place to 
teach, and I love my ‘job,”” he says. Dick sings in 
three choruses, all directed by Don Jenkins. “My 
fondest Oberlin memories are of my Oberlin 
Coll. Choir experience,” he says, “and I’m sure 


WINTER/SPRING 1994 


my compulsion to sing is a gift from Robert 
Fountain and the College Choir.” Other Obies 
teaching at CC, he says, are: Marianna Presler 
McJimsey; Owen Cramer ’62; John and Laurel 
Schlichting Watkins, both ’68; Jane Hilberry 
’80; and Peter Cooper ’82. VW Tom Shepard’s 
address was printed incorrectly in the fall issue. 
His correct address: 405 East 54th St., Suite 12- 
O, New York, NY 10022. 


: 9 5 9 Joaquin Marroquin is vice-president 
of the Chamber of Tourism in Quetzaltenango, 
Guatemala, and a member of 
the group of writers called Los 
Quijotes. He is also a member 
of the Inst. of Spanish Culture 
and of the Directive of Sociodad 
Central de Obbreros. He is 
“oiving a lot of thinking to 


politics, aspiring to the presi- 
dency of Guatemala in 1996- 


Marroquin 
2000.” W Norma Simon Miller has been ap- 
pointed director of the Writing Center, an af- 


filiate of the English Dept. at 4 
Seton Hall U. She has been a 
professor of English at the uni- 
versity since 1979. W Virginia 


Parr and Laurence Steadman 
announce their marriage of 
Nov. 27, 1993. All six of their 
children attended the Trinity 
Church, Boston, ceremony, 
including Virginia’s daughters, Sarah Lickey 
°85 and Rachel Lickey ’92. Brian Jones 65, 
music director and organist at Trinity, provided 
a Bach program. He added a surprise Oberlin 
touch by playing the Alma Mater during the 
picture taking after the service. Dinner for the 
guests was held at the Library Grill, Hampshire 
House on Beacon St., a.k.a Cheers. For a while 
the couple will continue to maintain separate 
residences, with Virginia in Cincinnati and 


Miller 


Lawrence in Boston. 


i 960 Outside her work for the Hudson 
Valley Community Coll. Library, Susan Griswold 
Blandy is teaching American architecture as an 
honors course and running seminars on cogni- 
tive style and information technology. She co- 
edited Assessment and Accountability in Reference 
Work (1993) and Multicultural Aspects of Refer- 
ence Work (1994). As president of the Friends of 
Chamber Music she helps bring six concerts a 
year to Troy, N.Y., where she lives. Her best 
news, she says, is E-mail to and from sons Jim 90), 
in Switzerland, and Charley ’94, still at Oberlin. 
Y Larry Palmer played two inaugural concerts 
on Southern Methodist U.’s 51-stop Fisk pipe 
organ (opus 101) Sept. 19. ‘The concerts were to 
be joint with colleague Robert Anderson, but 


Larry took over solo responsibilities when 
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Anderson underwent coronary bypass surgery 
three days before the event. The concerts— 
which included Bach’s C-minor Fantasie, which 
Anderson had planned to perform—played to 
packed houses. Larry recently completed his 
first CD recording, A Recital of 17th- and 18th- 
Century Harpsichord Music for Ron Meyer Re- 
cordings, asmall audiophile company. W Marjorie 
Risser married Laurence Porter, a professor of 
French and comparative literature at Michigan 
State U., Sept. 4 in Lansing’s Frances Park. 
Barbara Stechow Harris played the flute and 
sang in the ceremony. At the open mic during 
the wedding reception Barbara sang a duet, “All I 
Ask” from Phantom of the Opera, with Marjorie’s 
son. Marjorie is director of development for the 
Michigan Humanities Council. W James W. 
Whitaker says he and his wife, Faye, “were struck 
by how closely the areas identified for examina- 
tion in the Strategic Recommendations for Oberlin 
College matched the areas that we thought were 
problems based on our two daughters’ experi- 
ence this year of the admissions and enrollment 
process at both Oberlin and Ohio Wesleyan.” 
James identifies a fiscal note he finds “interest- 
ing but not overly significant except that it 
explains the limitations of my current reunion 
gift”: In 1959-60 Oberlin’s tuition was to the 
salary of his father (the late Joel Whitaker 23), 
a member of the old traditional one-income 
household, as Oberlin’s 1993-94 tuition for 
daughter Katherine is to the sum of the salaries 
of Faye and James, members of the new tradi- 
tional two-income household. 


t 96 5 Kenneth Burky is director of under- 
graduate studies at Duquesne U. and continues 
to chair the piano and performance departments 
and teach graduate and undergraduate piano 
majors. Since January 1993 he has given solo 
recitals at Pennsylvania State U., State U. of 
New York—Fredonia, and Dartmouth U. Both 
his sons will be married this year. Kenneth lives 
near Pittsburgh. W Ellsworth M. “Mac” Edwards 
was appointed director of social services for 
Shenandoah County, Va., in June 1993. Both his 
children are married; son Jay is in Royal Oak, 
Mich., and daughter Ann is assistant director of 
the Boston Coll. Alumni Assoc. She graduated 
from BC “and has been forgiven,” Mac says. ¥ 
Tucker Pamella Farley has written the introduc- 
tion to Contemporary Lesbian Writers of the United 
States: A Bio-Bibliographical Critical Sourcebook, 
edited by Sandra Pollack and Denise D. Knight 
and published by Greenwood Publishing Group. 
The biographical essays on 100 contemporary 
writers include pieces on Audre Lorde ’89hon. 
and Kate Rushin ’73. It is the first comprehen- 
sive biographical, critical, and bibliographical 
source on lesbian writers, says the publisher. 


Pam’s introduction “situates contemporary les- 


bian literature in its historical and political con- 
texts,” according to the publisher’s flyer. 


[ 962 After 22 years in Washington, it’s 


good to have family around, says Hugh Pitcher, 
“even if my sister’s [Betsy Pitcher Rieke ’64, 
assistant secretary for water and science] job is 
so demanding I hardly ever see her.” A staff 
scientist for Battelle, Hugh codirects the col- 
laborative (about a dozen institutions world- 
wide) development of a world-scale economic 
model to estimate greenhouse-gas emissions. 
His group is also building an integrating frame- 
work to assess the atmospheric, climatic, and 
ecological impacts of policies to control green- 
house-gas emissions. Hugh has four daughters, 
ages 28, 25, 8, and 6. “I still ride a bike a lot,” he 
says, “—a treasured activity begun at Oberlin. 
The piece of Oberlin that has helped me most is 
the appreciation I learned for different ways of 
viewing the world.” Persons, including students, 
interested in his work may call him at (202) 646- 
7815. His office has a small intern program. V 
Ronald Wiegerink—who earned an M.A.T. de- 
gree at Oberlin—has received the Peabody 
Award for Excellence in Education at U. North 
Carolina, where he chairs the Division of Spe- 
cialized Education Programs. The division ad- 
ministers graduate programs in counseling, lit- 
eracy, school psychology, and special education. 


i 963 In May 1993 Ruth Lighty Costa 
earned a master’s degree in instrumental con- 
ducting at Trenton State Coll. In January she 
began conducting the All-North Jersey Jr. High 
Area Band. Ruth visited with Kirsten Falke in 
Berkeley, Calif., in summer 1992, when she also 
enjoyed a visit from Priscilla Ruef ’61, who was 
in the United States for the season. W Sandra 
Miller recently accepted a 1993 Urban Design 
Award of Excellence from the American Inst. of 
Architects for the San Francisco Urban Design 
Internship Program she founded and directs for 
California Poly. State U. The program places 
architecture students in off-campus internships 
with urban-design and -planning professionals. 
Vv Larry Squire, professor of 
psychiatry and neuroscience 
at U. California-San Diego, 
has won a $50,000 Charles A. 
Dana Award for Pioneering 
Achievement in Health. Larry 


is among the first to discover 


that human memory is not a 


single mental faculty but com- 


Squire 


prises multiple brain systems. “My fascination 
with memory,” he says, “lies in the possibility of 
studying something that is human, cognitive, 
and certainly complex, but that can nevertheless 
be rigorously analyzed on many levels—from 


cellular and molecular studies of how synapses 


23 


1963 CONTINUED 
change, to brain systems, to behavioral studies 
of what memory is, where it is stored, and how it 
works.” Larry is well known professionally for 
his research on human memory and amnesia, in 
which he combined clinical study of memory- 
impaired human patients with parallel experi- 
ments in other primates. V 
The U.S. State Dept. has con- 
ferred the Distinguished Vis- 
iting Lecturer award upon 
Eugene R. Swanger, professor 
of religion and founder of the 
East Asian Studies Program at 
Wittenberg U. Gene has been 
lecturing 10 years for the For- 


Swanger 
eign Service Inst., helping future foreign-ser- 
vice officers examine typical problems and issues 
they are likely to encounter: 
decision making, contracts, 
conflict resolution, and nego- 
tiation. W The Southeast Ohio 
Symphony Orch. opened its 
1993-94 season at Muskingum 
Coll. Oct. 24 with a work, 
“March of Freedom,” by David 
Westfall. David wrote the piece 


Westfall 
for band in 1957, and was commisssioned last 


year to transcribe it for orchestra. He lives in 
Apple Creek, Ohio. 


j 964 In June 1993 the U. Hawaii Press 
published The Great Calming and Contemplation: 
A Study and Annotated Translation of the First 
Chapter of Chih-i’s Mo-Ho Chih-Kuan, by Neal 
Donner and Daniel B. Stevenson. Living in Los 
Angeles, Neal earns his living teaching violin, 
and he is active in Libertarian politics. W This 
fall oboist David Dutton and fortepianist Beverly 
Biggs ’66 celebrated their 25th season of music 
making in Spokane. The couple codirects Alle- 
gro, a concert series concentrating in “unusual 
early music and even more unusual 19th-cen- 
tury music,” according to the Spokane Spokes- 
man-Review. The two have directed other musi- 
cal series as well and have two recordings on the 
B&D label. W Anne Simcox 
Headley is a career counselor | , 
in College Park, Md., where | 

she does short-term work with 
adults in transition. She is cer- 
tified to administer the Myers- 
Briggs Type Indicator and the 
Strong Interest Inventory and 
is a National Certified Career 


Headley 
Counselor. Married 28 years, she has two daugh- 


ters. W In spring 1993 Richard Lempert was 
elected a fellow of the American Academy of 
Arts and Sciences. This year he is acting chair of 
the Sociology Dept. at U. Michigan. He has co- 


edited, with Jacques Normand and Charles 
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O’Brien, the book Under the Influence: Drugs and 
the American Work Force, a report of a study 
conducted by the National Academy of Science. 
It is published by the National Academy’s Press. 
Richard’s daughter started at Carleton Coll. this 
year. “Sad to say her trip to Oberlin did not win 
her over, even though she was prepared to be 
won over because she had heard so many good 
things about the school,” says Richard. “Sadder 
to say our impression was that Carleton today 
may be more like the Oberlin I went to than the 
Oberlin of today. I hope not, but if not, Oberlin 
must do a far better job of telling prospective 
students what it is about.” W Raymond E. Krauss, 
environmental manager for Homestake Mining 
Co.’s McLaughlin Gold Mine 
in Lower Lake, Calif., has re- 
ceived the High Desert 
Museum’s Earle A. Chiles 
Award for his application of 
environmentally sound man- 
agement principles to the min- 
Krauss 
tain West. W Executive vice-president of Fox 


ing and extraction of mineral 
resources in the Intermoun- 


Inc. of Hollywood George Vradenburg gave a 
speech, “Violence in the Media,” at the Men’s 
Club of Congregation Beth el of the Oranges 
and Maplewood in South Orange, N.J., May 23. 
George, who now lives in Encino, Calif., is a 
former South Orange resident. W Bill Zachry 
has been on the psychology faculty at U. Ten- 
nessee—Martin since 1972. Besides teaching 
courses in social, developmental, and general 
psychology, he is associate director of honors 
programs. He cofounded, teaches in, and helps 
administer the University Scholars Program 
(seminars, reading groups, tutorials, and inde- 
pendent research projects for the university’s 
top 60 students). “I challenge anyone to name a 
job with more independence, creative opportu- 
nity, security, and chance for meaningful human 
interaction,” he says, “than that of a tenured 
professor.” He is organist at First United Meth- 
odist Church in Martin. Bill is married to Lynda 
Zachry; his son, Will, is in the Air Force. 


q 96 5 Larry Kolp (not Larry Kolb) sang 
with the Choral Arts Soc. of Washington when 
the group performed over 10 days in Italy mid- 
July. Larry’s name was misspelled in an item that 
appeared in the class notes for the Class of 1984 
in the fall issue. Mstislav Rostropovich’s first 
name was also misspelled in the note. W Thomas 
M. Liggett is completing his third year as chair of 
the Mathematics Dept. at U. California—Los 
Angeles, and is planning a sabbatical next year. 
He spent part of last summer with his family in 
Cambridge, England, visiting the Isaac Newton 
Inst. of Mathematical Sciences, which has been 


in the news recently as the site of the announce- 


ment of the proof of Fermat’s Last Theorem. 
His son, Tim, is a freshman at Harvey Mudd 
Coll.; daughter, Amy, a freshman at Santa Monica 
High Sch.; and wife, Chris, an administrative 
assistant in the UCLA Mathematics Dept. 


l 966 This fall Alan Davis became the 
state of Vermont’s commissioner for economic 
development. He is a founder of Catamount 
Brewery in White River Junction, Vt., and was 
an associate producer of the film Where the 
Rivers Flow North. 


N 967 A project directed by physical 
chemist and Bowdoin Coll. chemistry professor 
Ronald L. Christensen has been awarded $25,000 
by the Petroleum Research Fund of the Ameri- 
can Chemical Soc. Ronald will collaborate with 
groups at U. Connecticut and U. Leiden to 
better understand how light energy is trans- 
ferred to chlorophyll to improve the efficiency 
of photosynthesis. He will also study small model 
systems (partly with a group in Japan) to under- 
stand how molecules convert light into chemical 
energy. He has been at Bowdoin since 1976. V 
John Ferguson recently published A Christmas 
Triptych Based on Three German Carols, Set 2 with 
Morning Star publishers, and Hymn Harmoni- 
zations for Organ, Book V, with Ludwig. W Fol- 
lowing the death of his wife, Louise Byers Fore- 
man ’68, in September, Murray Foreman has 
wished to communicate more with Oberlin 
friends. Address: 1212 S. Cotner Blvd., Lincoln, 
NE 68510-4932. W Robert D. “E.Y.” Murphey 
has been named dean of mathematics for the 
Haverford Township (Pa.) Sch. Dist. VW In June 
Terry Strange made his second appearance at the 
Piccolo Spoleto Music Festival in Charleston, 
S.C. He gave a solo piano recital, playing works 
by Hayden, Albeniz, and Griffes. Terry lives in 
Gartersville, Ga. W When lly 

Glenys A. Waldman married [ « wa 
Willard W. Wetzel, a mem- 
ber of the clergy, in May, she 
acquired an instant family of 
three children and four grand- 
children. While her husband 
“tends the flock just north of 
Allentown,” Glenys says, she 
continues as assistant librarian and curator at the 


Masonic Library and Museum of Pennsylvania 
in Philadelphia. 


Waldman 


4 968 After several years in medical prac- 
tice, Don Barr returned to school and received 
his Ph.D. degree in sociology from Stanford U. 
He now splits his time between faculty positions 
in the Emergency Dept. at Stanford and the 
Dept. of Social and Behavioral Sciences at U. 
California-San Francisco. Don, divorced, lives 
with his 13-year-old son, Adam. New address: 
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1249 Cedar, Palo Alto, CA 94301. Telephone: 
(415) 323-2132. W Edna B. Chu Chun has been 


| appointed director of human resources at Cali- 


sumed the presidency of the 
New Hampshire Music 
Teachers Assoc. (MTA) She 


which Kathy Southworth ’82 also performed, 
and performed in Cleveland’s Kulas Hall with 


_ fornia Polytechnic State U. Formerly, she was 
manager of classification, compensation, and 
information systems at U. California—Davis. Her 
new responsibilities include developing person- 
nel policies and procedures for about 900 sup- 

_ port-staff members of the university, directing 
the university’s staff recruiting, labor relations, 
staff training, and benefits for faculty and staff. 
Y In July pianist Catharine Quillen Dornin as- 


participated in the four-state 
MTA convention held in Ply- 
mouth, N.H., in October and 
later spoke at MTA’s Eastern 
Division Convention in Roch- 
ester, N.Y., on how to plan 
multi-state conventions. Also in October she 
was a soloist in the Concord (N.H.) Community 
Music Sch.’s program Celebrating the Piano, in 


Dornin 


singer Holly Tepe in November. Her third 


child, Laird, (‘We have five 
kids,” she says) is a freshman at 
Williams Coll. W Jeff and 
Diane Goldman say they have 
“survived legal/political en- 
tanglements” and adopted 
their second child, Reese 
Victoria Goldman, born May 
3, 1992. Robinson Vernon 


Oberlin Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual Alumni 


Holds Second Reunion 
By Midge Wood Brittingham 60 


Red Wing, executive director of Portland’s 
Lesbian Community Project, led a success- 
ful campaign last November against 
Oregon’s Measure 9, the proposed state 
constitutional amendment that would have 
declared homosexu- 
ality abnormal and 
perverse behavior. 
In a talk open to the 
public Red Wing 
spoke of the narrow 
victory and warned 
the audience that the 
radical right is con- 
tinuing its national 
agenda of bigotry. 

Organized by a 
planning commit- 
tee chaired by Tom 
Copeland ’66, the 
weekend brought 
to campus 30 les- 
bian, gay, and bi- 
sexual alumni and 
their partners. 

One of the week- 
end’s highlights 
occurred when alum- 
ni inscribed the 
names of friends 
and lovers—most, 
but not all, Oberlin 
alumni—on an AIDS 


onna Russell Red Wing, Advocate 
magazine’s 1992 Woman of the 
Year, was the keynote speaker for the sec- 
ond Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual Alumni 


(OLGBA) reunion, held November 12-14. 
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quilt panel. The 
panel will hang in 
the College library 
until it is displayed 
at the OLGBA re- 


OLGBA members inscribe the names of friends and lovers lost to AIDS on 
a quilt panel to be incorporated in the NAMES Project Memorial Quilt. 
Left to right are Bobbi Russell Keppel, John Davis, Kristan Knapp, Doug 
Braun 84, Andrew Deppe '85, and Tom Copeland. 
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ception over commencement-reunion 
weekend, when more names will be 
added. After commencement-reunion 
weekend, it will be sent to join the rest 
of the quilt panels in the national 
NAMES Project Memorial Quilt. Bobbi 
Russell Keppel 755 designed and con- 
structed the panel, incorporating the 
Alumni Association logo into her design. 

Friday afternoon several alumni spoke 
at a panel discussion coordinated by Jed 
Johnson ’80 and presented for students. 
The topic was being “out” in the work- 
place. Panel members were Paul 
Brockmann ’85, Andy Cemelli 85, John 
Davis 55, Gareth Fenley *83, Bobbi 
Keppel, Steve McQuillin ’75, Jane Miller 
’83, Allan Spear ’58, Bob Wech ’66, and 
James Withers ’86. 

President S. Frederick Starr welcomed 
the reunion group at the Friday-night din- 
ner, and on Saturday the alumni met with 
the General Faculty’s Lesbian, Gay, and 
Bisexual Concerns Committee. Students, 
faculty, and staff joined the alumni for Sat- 
urday-night dinner. The duo Musica 
Femina—Kristan Knapp ’70 on flute and 
her partner, Janna MacAuslan, on classical 
guitar—played at the Cat in the Cream on 
Saturday night with student performers. 

The weekend concluded with Kristan 
Knapp and Roger Goodman 68 leading 
a memorial service in which they remem- 
bered Oberlin AIDS victims. 


MIDGE WoopD BRITTINGHAM 
is executive director of the Oberlin College 
Alumni Association. 
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Goldman, age 6, is “happy to be a big brother,” 
they say. Jeff developed and directs a treatment 
program for couples and families distressed by 
violence. PATH (Peaceful Alternatives in The 
Home) has been providing services since 1989. 
Vv Ron Grimes, a librarian in Montgomery Co., 
Md., says his 7-year old daughter, Cynthia, can’t 
beat him at Tetris—yet. W State U. New York 
Press published Metaphors of Interrelatedness: 
Toward a Systems Theory of Psychology, by Linda E. 
Olds, in 1992. The book’s theme is the need for 
contemporary metaphors and models of reality 


that can reflect insights of wholeness and inter- 


There are no friends 
like old friends... 


CLASS OF 1969 
COME HOME! 


Join us in 
celebrating your 


25th Reunion 


May 27-30 


Call your classmates 
and plan to meet in 
Oberlin for this 
landmark Reunion. 


Don’t forget the hopes 
and dreams of current 
and future Oberlinians. 
Support the 25th 
Reunion Gift Campaign. 


For more information call: 
e 
John Field 
Class President 
609/235-2365 


Biz Glenn Harralson 
Gift Committee Chair 
703/403-3979, 


relatedness. Linda is professor of psychology at 
Linfield Coll. Prentice-Hall published her 
book, about psychological and cultural an- 
drogyny, Fully Human, in 1981. W After a 
patient attacked him in 1991, John M. Rathbun 
decided he was “getting too old for that kind 
of work,” so he quit his job as medical director 
of a large community mental-health center in 
Fort Wayne, Ind., and opened his own office. “I 
now need three computers,” he says, “including 
one at home, on which I design and test software 
for the office, prowl around CompuServe, keep 
track of my investments, and play wonderful 
games which, if they’d been around when I was 
a kid, would have left me a mindless cybercipher 
before age 20.” This winter, preparing for a 
week in Kyoto with the Smithsonian Inst. this 
March, John studied Japanese. Last summer 
he spent two weeks in Europe with the 
Smithsonian. “Europe during a severe reces- 
sion is not, of ‘course, the Europe of 
Schumann,” he says, “but more like meeting 
the girl you had a crush on when you were 18 
only now she’s nearly 60.” E-mail address: 
73162.3513@CompuServe.com. W After 12 
years in the pharmaceutical business in Min- 
neapolis/St. Paul, Jo Jlitalo Sullivan has moved 
to Brussels with her husband, Will, and daugh- 
ters, Maggie, 11, and Brigid, 8. “My company 
wanted me to relocate to Brussels, and Will’s 
company wanted him in Europe. We’re fortu- 
nate that we could take advantage of this mid- 
life adventure, and both continue our work,” Jo 
says. She is market development manager for 
3M’s Branded Pharmaceuticals, Europe, division. 


i 969 U.S. Dept. of Health and Human 
Services Secretary Donna E. Shalala has ap- 
pointed Bernard S. Arons director of the Center 
for Mental Health Services in the Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Services Administra- 
tion. Bernie is on the faculty of the Georgetown 
U. Sch. of Medicine and Saint Elizabeth’s 
Hosp., and he practices psychiatry at the D.C. 
Inst. for Mental Health. W Robert Devereaux’s 
first novel is due out this March from Dell in 
their Abyss line of horror novels. The title is 
Deadweight, and it’s about an abused wife who kills 
her husband in self-defense, then accidentally 
brings him back to life. Robert’s address: P.O. 
Box 271333, Fort Collins, CO 80527. W Chip 
Hauss has moved from Maine to the suburbs of 
Washington, D.C., thus ending the commut- 
ing phase of his marriage with Gretchen Sandles. 
Now they, their dogs and cats, computers, books, 
and furniture all live together at 2228 Primrose 
Drive, Falls Church, VA 22046. Chip is teaching 
political science at George Mason U. and finishing 
a book on the new world order. Telephone: (703) 
534-6825, E-mail: chauss@gmuvax.gmu.edu and 
chiphauss@aol.com. W Joseph Peter Klein was 


installed as the elected rabbi of the Mizpah 
Congregation, Chattanooga’s Reform temple, 
in August. 


i 970 Richard C. Bentley has been ap- 
pointed undergraduate registrar at Babson Coll. 
v In Hamburg, Germany, Erika Singsen 
Gruenewald says she is “living through all the 
political/economic throes of Germany, doing 
hospice work, throbbing in the Hamburg 
Lutheran parliament, teaching children in our 
Gothic churches.” She has three children (ages 
9,12, and 16); her husband does environmental- 
control work. W Having earned an M.Div. de- 
gree at Andover Newton Theological Sch. in 
May, Alison Andrea Jacobs became minister of 
the Congregational United Church of Christ in 
Ortonville, S.D., Sept. 1. She also serves the 
First Congregational Church, UCC, in Milbank, 
S.D. Alison was ordained at the State Street 
Church—United Church of Christ in Portland, 
Me., October 10. She, her husband, and two 
sons live in Ortonville. W Chicago’s Sazama 
Gallery gave a solo exhibit to the paintings of 
Philip Koch in December. This spring his work 
is being shown at the Jane Haslem Gallery in 
Washington, D.C. In May through July Philip 
will have another solo exhibition, at the Cedar 
Rapids (lowa) Museum of Art, and in the fall he 
will take up his fourth residency at Edward 
Hopper’s painting studio in South Truro, Mass. 
Philip lives in Baltimore, where he teaches art at 
the Maryland Inst. Coll. of 
Art. W Tracy Merrick was re- 
cently named vice-president 
and systems manager of ac- 
quisition/integration banking 
at PNC Bank Corp. Tracy has 
been with the bank for 20 
years, starting as a manage- 


Merrick 


ment candidate. He lives in 
Erie, Pa. W Expecting to stay in the navy for four 
years and get out, Eric Nye left only recently, 
after 20 years of service. He’s back in school, 
working on a bachelor’s degree in health-infor- 
mation management at the U. Mississippi medi- 
cal school. “Oberlin it ain’t,” he says, “but it is 
leafy, and I still ride a bicycle.” Eric has been 
married to Linda Nye since 1991. Linda’s 17- 
year-old son, Eugene, lives with them. “Neither 
has seen Oberlin, but I’ll bring them up some 
day. Maybe I can talk Eugene into attending 
Oberlin,” says Eric. W Kay Roberts teaches 
classical studies at Denison U. She spends her 
summers at Franklin and Marshall Coll., where 
she is academic dean for Johns Hopkins U.’s 
Center for Talented Youth. Address: 204 Stone 
Hall, Plum St., Granville, 0H 43023. W Lorraine 
Rosal is vice-president and director of creative 
services for Burson-Marsteller, the world’s larg- 
est international public-relations and public- 
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affairs firm. She lives in Malibu with her daugh- 
ters, Gabriela Consuelo, 14, and Tatiana 
Madelena, 11, and their six cats, Sekhmet, 
Phoebe, Achilles, Pinto, Twinkie, and Spot. 
Paul Wilczynski has been involved in computers 
most of his career, doing business-applications 
programming on mainframes, minis, and PCs. 
In the mid ’80s his company became an agency 
for MCI Mail, selling MCI’s electronic mail and 
fax services. He was divorced over a year ago 
after a 12-year marriage. His three daughters 
live near him, but he has not seen them for two 
years. “If you’re thinking about getting divorced, 
drop mea note, and I'll tell you how not to do it,” 
Paul says. Returning to Oberlin for each re- 
union and in between, he has fond memories 
of the town and his student years. He works in 
inside sales for the Programmer’s Shop, a 
company that sells computer software for soft- 
ware development. The company he used to 
own is now owned by his fiancée. E-mail: 200- 
3441 @mcimail.com. 


i 97 c Calvin E. Bruce has been promoted 
to vice-president of a retained executive-search 
firm in Atlanta. He writes regularly for many 
human-resources and career-management pub- 
lications. 


f 972 Pat Leiby Benes hosted a potluck 
dinner and discussion group for the Oberlin 
Alumni Assoc. of Philadelphia Feb. 19. The 
discussion title was Oberlin: Memories, Reali- 
ties, and Dreams. W Having been “stationed in 
British Columbia” during the ’70s, Steven 
Holloway says he is now “doing the family trip in 
Missoula, Mont., with a wonderful companion 
and wife, Judith, and 10-year-old son, 
Nathaniel.” Steve earned his B.A. degree in 
1984 at the State U. New York-New Platz and 
his M.A. degree in 1992 at U. Montana. Graphic 
design work helps pay his mortgage on an old 
Sears house from 1909, but his love is maps. He 
teaches cartography in private schools, public 
schools, seminars, and the U. Montana, and 
every other year attends the U.S. Masters Swim- 
ming 100m- and 200m-breaststroke events. He 
writes a poem on his birthday every year and 
records his dreams. In the fall he was watching 
the leaves along Clark’s Fork of the Columbia 
River. In October he gave a talk to the world 
music classes at the university and demonstrated 
instruments from his collection of flutes from 
around the world. W C. Deirdre Phelps com- 
pleted her Ph.D. degree in English at Boston U. 
in May. She is editor of New England Book and 
Text Studies, a report and commentary on pri- 
mary materials in research, theory, and teach- 
ing. The publication combines work in textual 
scholarship and cultural history of books, au- 
thors, and publishing with critical topics in lit- 
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erature, history, and art history. Work address: 
NEBTS, P.O. Box 1071, Cambridge, MA 02139. 
This class note replaces C. Deirdre’s class note 
in the fall issue, taken froma newspaper clipping 
that had errors. 


4 973 This summer Jackie Dietz was 
promoted to professor in the Statistics Dept. at 
North Carolina State U., where she has taught 
since 1978. Married since 1979, she has two 
sons, 6 and 10, and a 25-year-old stepson. Over 
the years her emphasis in statistics has shifted 
from research in nonparametric statistical meth- 
ods to statistics education. She says her promo- 
tion may signal NCSU’s starting to value teach- 
ing more than it has in the past. Jackie recently 


helped start a new electronic journal, Journal of 


Statistics Education. To receive the first issue’s 
table of contents, with abstracts, and instruc- 
tions for retrieving individual articles, alumni 
with an interest in statistics education and those 
who would like to see an example of a refereed 
electronic journal may send E-mail to 
archive@jse.stat.ncsu.edu with a one-line mes- 
sage: send jse/vln1/contents. W Joe Jordan is 
studying stratospheric ozone depletion at NASA 
Ames Research Center in the Bay Area and 
living on the coast in Santa Cruz. Mark 
Showalter ’79—who discovered the 18th moon of 
Saturn—works in the same building, Joe says. 
He and Dan Murphey ’79 met in Stavanger, 
Norway, in the winter of 1988-89, participating 
in the international Airborne Arctic Strato- 
spheric Expedition (investigating ozone loss). 
“One of my favorite (and increasing) involve- 
ments out here,” Joe says, “is leading physics- 
in-nature hikes in a variety of beautiful environ- 
ments, hunting waves and rainbows, bubbles 
and crystals, whirlpools and shadows, echoes 
and mirages, etc.—as well as teaching astronomy 
and stargazing for the general public through 
many different organizations.” Joe is looking 
forward to the Levy-Shoemaker comet hitting 
Jupiter next July. His other major interests: 
solar energy, world poverty, and the natural 
economics and human spirit of the future. W 
Sarah Karl became director of academic devel- 
opment at New Jersey Medical Sch. and joined 
the school’s Psychiatry Dept. faculty in July 
1992. She completed licensing in New Jersey as 
a psychologist in 1993 and has a psychotherapy 
practice. She remembers that Mal Pittman ’73 
encouraged her to become a psychotherapist, as 
did work with Planned Parenthood as an OC 
student. Sarah is still working on ideas related to 
her doctoral thesis in the psychology of belief— 
how persons develop their religious and politi- 
cal beliefs over time. She invites alumni to send 
her (by E-mail) their anecdotes, updates, or 
thoughts about their political and religious 
changes in the last 25 years. “Or, of you’re not 


feeling ideological,” she says, “tell me if you live 
nearby and want to play tennis.” Telephone: 
(201) 746-1341; E-mail: karl@umdnj.edu. W 
John Lepiarz recently completed his seventh 
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season with the Big Apple Circus at Lincoln 
Center in New York. Last year he was a featured 
performer in the HBO circus special Ballerinas, 
Horses, and Clowns. He has three children, 
Alexandra, Jacob, and Jack, and a wife, Linda 
Van Blerkom, a professor at Drew U. On Oct. 
29, 1992, the New York Times ran a profile of 
him, “At Home with Mr. Fish: Who Is That 
Clown in the Trailer?” In the article John ex- 
plains why he became a clown: “I wanted to be 
able to go anywhere in the world and do some- 
thing funny that people could understand and 
that would help them forget, even for a short 
time, the oppression that can surround us.” 0 
Attorney Thomas R. Theado of Oberlin, a part- 
ner in the Lorain, Ohio-based firm of Gary, 
Naegele and Theado, was among four present- 
ers at a recent seminar providing information 
on issues affecting disabled children and their 
families. The seminar was held in Dallas, Tex., 
in conjunction with a Houston law firm. V 
According to an article published in the Oct. 29 
issue of the Cleveland Plain Dealer, poet Bruce 
Weigl is at work on “Lorain,” poetry describing 
the lives of workers in the Midwest’s declining 
steel industry. 


i 974 Eric and Becky Dudley announce 
the birth of Lauren Kay on Sept. 16, 1992. “She 
joins big-brother Ryan in keeping her parents 
constantly occupied, at least at home,” says 
Eric. The couple’s “spare” time, he says, is taken 
up with the operation of the couple’s business, 
North End Veterinary Clinic. W Maxwell’s Tor- 
ment, anew CD by The Jazz Mentality featuring 
the bass playing and compositions of Ralph 
Hamperian, has received a four-star review from 
Down Beat magazine. Ralph continues to per- 
form with pianist Jaki Byard—their association 
is entering its 13th year—and holds down a 
steady nightly gig with a jazz trio at the Rainbow 
Room in New York City’s Rockefeller Center. 
Home address and telephone: 1601-A 11th Ave., 
Brooklyn, NY 11215; (718) 768-2691. Address 
and telephone for The Jazz Mentality: c/o Myles 
Weinstein, 221 Denton Ave., Lynbrook, NY 
11563; (516) 887-4313. W Donald Joralemon 
announces the publication of his book, co- 
authored with Douglas Sharon, Sorcery and Sha- 
manism: Curanderos and Clients in Northern Peru 
(1993, University of Utah Press). The book 
documents the lives and practices of 12 tradi- 
tional healers and the therapeutic experiences 
of over 100 of their patients. 


I 975 In June 1993 Diane Luton Blum was 


sent to pastor the recently formed Christ United 
Methodist Church (UMC), in Franklin, Tenn., 
a suburb south of Nashville. For eight years she 


had enjoyed the fellow participants at West 
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Nashville UMC, including Kathy Chiavola ’75, 
who had given leadership in the church’s music 
program, and Tom Brucher 75 and his family. 
“We miss them but are enjoying the challenges 
of a six-year-old church in a rapidly growing 
area,” Diane says. W Dzvinia Orlowsky Hoffman 
is a founding co-editor of Fourway Books, pub- 
lisher of poetry and short fiction. Her own first 
collection of poetry, A Handful of Bees, is forth- 
coming from Carnegie Mellon U. Press. She is 
married to Jay Hoffman and has two children. ¥ 
When “Cantata of Peace,” a 1971 composition 
by Emeritus Professor of Choral Conducting 
Daniel Moe, opened Pope John Paul II’s Mass 
for World Youth Day in Denver in August, 
Carma Romano Ireland, director of music for the 
Archdiocese of Denver, conducted the 12-minute 
piece for solo trumpet, organ, and choir. W The 
new manager of the Cranwood station of the 
U.S. Postal Service, located in the Lee-Harvard 
Plaza in Cleveland, is Emma L. Jackson. Emma 
was sworn in during a ceremony attended by 
high-ranking post-office personnel and local- 
community leaders. Cranwood postal employ- 
ees provided homemade refreshments. W In 
October Bernadine Mitchell sang as the legend- 
ary blues singer Bessie Smith in Thomas W. 
Jones’s play Bessie’s Blues for the San Diego 
Repertory Theatre. W Michael O’Donnell was 
the lead editor and co-author & 

of the second edition of the ref- |g 
erence text Health Promotion in 
the Workplace, released by 
Delmar Publishers in Octo- 
ber. Michael was the lead edi- 
tor and co-author of the first 
edition, which was published 


O'Donnell 
widely used text in the field. He is founder and 
publisher of the American Journal of Health 


in 1984 and became the most 


Promotion, the largest peer- 
reviewed journal serving the 
health-promotion field. W 
After 10 years as a “state- 
government junkie,” he says, 
Daniel Pollack recently joined 
the faculty of the Wurzweiler 
Sch. of Social Work at Yeshiva a 
U. as an assistant professor. W Pollack 
Iris Stevenson is recognized in the credits of 
Sister Act 2: Back in the Habit for providing the 
inspiration for the film starring Whoopi 
Goldberg. According to the Dec. 5 Los Angeles 
Times, Iris, who teaches music at Crenshaw H.S. 
in Los Angeles, “performs miracles” with her 
students. Her 80-member Elite Choir has per- 
formed on “The Arsenio Hall Show,” a Lou 
Rawls TV special, HBO’s “Chez Whoopi,” the 
Jamaica Jazz Festival (winning four years in a 
row) and, singing in French, Nice’s Worldwide 
Music Festival in 1992 and 1993. W Susan Weiner 


and her husband, Allan Lewis, have moved to 
30 Jerome Ave., West Newton, MA 02165. 
Susan says she was surprised by the long series 
of letters to the editor after her essay “Keep- 
ing My Name after Marriage” appeared in the 
Fall 1991 OAM. 


a 976 David Baldwin and Kristin Huie 
were married June 13, 1992, at St. Andrew’s 
Episcopal Church in Framingham, Mass. 
Thomas Bacon and Jonathan Brakarsh were 
ushers. David’s brother, John ’73, was best man. 
Other Oberlin friends at the wedding were 
Nadine Shank and Jan Aldrich Solow. David 
offers Swedish massage and shiatsu/acupressure 
as a licensed and certified massage therapist to 
clients of Resilience Resources, his massage- 
therapy practice in Wellesley, Mass. A licensed 
social worker and former psychotherapist, he is 
training with Helen Palmer to be a certified 
teacher of the Enneagram, an ancient psycho- 
logical system that identifies nine personality 
types and the way they interact with each other. 
Kristin is in her second year of graduate study in 
the M.Div. program at Andover Newton Theo- 
logical Sch. The couple lives in Natick. David’s 
work telephone: (617) 431-9179. W When Eric 
Bogosian gave his Dog Show monologue in Co- 
lumbus Oct. 1, the Columbus-area alumni group 
made a group event of it, and Oberlin professor 
of theater and dance Roger Copeland gave a 
preperformance lecture for the alumni. The 
Columbus Dispatch comedy critic wrote, “Eric 
Bogosian wowed the crowd. ... Other perform- 
ers can do subtle social commentary or out- 
there characters or be funny. But Bogosian can 
do it all, all at the same time and at a pace that 
leaves an audience out of breath.” Eric per- 
formed Pounding Nails in the Floor with My Fore- 
head in Philadelphia in November. Suburbia, 
Eric’s new multicharacter play, opened at the 
Mitzi E. Newhouse Theater in New York City 
Jan. 24. W Seven years ago, Marie Fox, who 
earned an M.A. degree in art conservation at 
Oberlin, left San Diego, where she had worked 
for 10 years at the Balboa Art Conservation 
Center, to return to New England and her 
family. In her studio at the foot of Boston’s 
Beacon Hill, she now creates folk paintings 
based on “a moment out of my memories,” she 
says, trying to “create a world that is simple and 
beautiful, centered around family . . . a place 
were work and perseverance are rewarded, love 
and neighborliness commonplace.” Marie’s 
painting of the 1992 national Christmas tree was 
commissioned by the White House, and her 
commemorative print of historic Boston has 
sold thousands of copies. The July 1993 issue of 
USAir Magazine ran a six-page spread on Marie 
and her work. W The Nov. 19 edition of the 
Cleveland Plain Dealer reported that Eleanor 
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Hayes, an anchor, reporter, and program host 
for WJW (Channel 8), Cleveland, since 1987, 
has asked to be released from her contract to 
become owner and operator of a McDonald’s 
restaurant. Eleanor has been recognized for her 
television work by the Associated Press and the 
National Assoc. of Black Journalists, and in local 
Emmy awards. W In 1994 Craig Knudsen and his 
wife, Alexis Adorador, will celebrate their 10th 
wedding anniversary. The couple has two chil- 
dren, Evan, 14, and Nayeli, 7. Since leaving 
Oberlin Craig has played saxophone in the 
Marcia Ball Band, based in Austin, Tex.; been a 
collective member and musician/actor/music 
director of the San Francisco Mime Troupe; and 
soloed with many opera companies and orches- 
tras. He’s also in his eighth year as an owner/ 
member of the Cheeseboard Collective in Ber- 
keley, where he lives. His new dog’s name is 
Chulo. W Jim McGuire has been promoted to 
associate partner at [Arthur] Anderson Consult- 
ing. Based in Malaysia, he services the banking 
sector throughout Southeast Asia. He encour- 
ages friends visiting the East to drop by. Ad- 
dress: c/o Anderson Consulting, 26F1., Menara 
Tun Razak, Jin Raja Laut, 50350 Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia. Work telephone: 60-3- 
293-5133. W A Fourth of July visit to the East 
Coast resulted in a mini Oberlin reunion for 
C.J. Heckman II ’75 and Diane L. Millikan 
when they joined friends at New Pond Farm 
Foundation, where Ann Bostelmann Taylor is 
executive director. Reuniting with them were 
Michael Roberts ’73, Paul Watkins 775, and 
Steve Schulte. W Ken Rich has started publishing 
ZUM, which he calls a “zine of undiscovered 
music.” Concentrating on short pieces, Ken says 
he’s aiming to create a “slow-paced conversa- 
tion with other composers in a nonthreatening 
arena.” Composers should submit camera-ready 
copy on up to four 8 x 11-in. pages. Folk songs, 
choral works, banjo sonatas, wind trios, sympho- 
nies reset for solo violin, gamelan stuff—all are 
welcome, he says. “Hey, I would even print that 
great Carolingian drinking song your research 
uncovered in Strasbourg back in the fall of 
’73.” Address: 91 Cypress St., Rochester, NY, 
14620. Telephone: (716) 271-3286. E-mail: 
kenr@cc.rochester.edu. 


{ 977 Nancy Flynn’s novel-in-progress, 


“Eden Undone,” has won the first annual James 
Jones First Novel Fellowship. 
The award honors the hon- 
esty, determination, and in- 
sight into modern culture ex- 
emplified by the late James 
Jones, author of From Here to 
Eternity. Nancy’s manuscript 
was chosen from a group of L 
143 submissions. On Novem- 


Flynn 
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ber 6 she received her $2000 prize at the annual 
meeting of the James Jones Soc. “Eden Un- 
done” was begun in spring 1990 as a project for 
a novel-writing workshop Nancy took as a re- 
quirement for her M.A. degree in English/ 
Creative Writing at State U. New York-— 
Binghamton. Nancy is submitting the completed 
manuscript of “Eden Undone” as her master’s 
thesis. She continues to live in Ithaca with her 
16-year-old son, Colin, and two cats, Auberon 
and Balthazar, “on loan,” she says, from fellow 
Obie Gordon Schumacher’75, who moved from 
Fairbanks to Ithaca in 1992. W Donna Hackler 
has become the parish musician for the Zion 
Lutheran Church in Hopkins, Minn., where she 
directs the adult ensembles, is organist, oversees 
volunteer directors, and develops the music pro- 
gram. She lefta similar position at Zion Lutheran 
Church in Wooster, Ohio. W Since earning an 
M.B.A. degree at Harvard U., Susan Sanderson 
Pintus has done financial administration at both 
Massachusetts Inst. of Technology and Harvard 
U. She is now director of financial operations at 
Harvard Law Sch., where she does budgeting, 
long-range planning, and day-to-day operations. 
In what little free time there seems to be, “I do 
a lot of traveling, camping, and hiking,” she says. 
Her husband’s family lives in Calgary, giving the 
family “lots of excuses to visit the Canadian 
Rockies.” Address: 59 Crawford St., Watertown, 
MA 02172. Telephone: (617) 923-8935. 


1978 Bridgette Barry is an assistant 


professor in the Biochemistry Dept. at U. Min- 
nesota. Her research interest is water oxidation 
in photosynthesis. In December 1984 she re- 
ceived a Ph.D. degree in chemistry from U. 
California—Berkeley, where she met her hus- 
band, Peter Dandi, while they were teaching 
assistants for freshman chemistry. Peter is now 
in law school at U. Minnesota and working part 
time ina patent-law firm. The couple lives in St. 
Paul. W Clarinetist David Bell has joined the 
conservatory faculty of Baldwin-Wallace Coll. 
He is the principal clarinetist for the Ohio 
Chamber, Cleveland Ballet, and Cleveland Op- 
era orchestras as well as a member of the Canton 
Symphony and Peninsula Music Festival or- 
chestras and the Solaris Wind Quartet. W Theresa 
Brown, a fellow of the Soc. of Actuaries, is an 
associate consulting actuary for Buck Consult- 
ants, working primarily on corporate pension 
plans. Her husband, Bruce Regal ’78, is an attor- 
ney with the city of New York specializing in 
negotiating cable-TV contracts for the city bor- 
oughs. The couple lives in the city, where Theresa 
enjoys weekend gardening on the patio of their 
39th-floor apartment. Theresa serves on an 
Oberlin Coll. Library fund-raising committee. 
¥ Jennifer deBeer Charno’s daughter, Emma 
deBeer Charno, was born July 20. In training to 


lead seminars for Landmark Education Corp., 
Jennifer is also a massage therapist specializing 
in Oriental massage. W Carolyn Dittes is a 
campus minister at Boston U., working on 
social-justice issues. She is celebrating 20 years 
of making pottery, which she began doing 
during her first Winter Term at Oberlin. W 
Judy Dunal lives in the Boston area and prac- 
tices medicine with a group of internists in 
Whitman. She says she is constantly challenged, 
not only by medical problems, but also by 
social problems arising from the sluggish 
economy and occupational and family prob- 
lems of patients. Judy says she is warily antici- 
pating proposals for health-care reform and 
hopes to see greater emphasis on preventive 
medical care. She and her husband, Leon Lee, 
were married in March 1991 and live in Quincy. 
Leon is a mental-health planner for the Massa- 
chusetts Dept. of Mental Health and is com- 
pleting an M.B.A. degree at Northeastern U. 
Y Lois Ellison showed her monotype prints at 
the DeBlois Gallery in Newport, R.L, this fall. 
Lois teaches drawing and reading as a volun- 
teer in the lower grades in the New York City 
public schools. W After receiving his Ph.D. 
degree in physical chemistry at U. Wisconsin 
in 1983, Mark Englert joined USG Corp. at its 
research center in Libertyville, Ill. He has held 
several technical and managerial R&D posi- 
tions targeting the commercial acoustical-ceil- 
ing products market. Mark, awarded two pat- 
ents, has invented a ceiling-tile process that has 
been commercialized. He is program manager 
for USG’s Acoustical Products/Coatings 
Group. He is working toward an M.B.A. de- 
gree at Lake Forest Graduate Sch. of Manage- 
ment. Mark met his wife, Judy, during his final 
year of graduate school at UW when Judy was 
attending Wisconsin’s law school. The couple 
is involved in soccer, baseball, and Cub Scouts 
with their sons, Jim, 9, and Christopher, 7. The 
family lives in Libertyville. WV Miriam Friedman 
has entered a graduate program at U. North 
Carolina—Chapel Hill in speech and language 
pathology. New address: 104 Timber Hollow 
Court #239, Chapel Hill, NC 27514. ¥ Lori 
Ginzberg and Joel Steiker ’77 welcomed their 
new baby, Eli Nathan Steiker-Ginzberg, on 
September 9, the day the PLO and Israel 
reached agreement on a peace accord. Lori, 
Joel, Kate Ilana (3-1/2), and Eli live in Phila- 
delphia at 4813 Beaumont Ave. Joel is a princi- 
pal at Praxis Assocs., working with employee- 
owned and community-owned ventures. Lori 
received tenure this year at Pennsylvania State 
U., where she is associate professor of history and 
women’s studies. Her “new toy,” she says, is E- 
mail. E-mail address: LDG1@PSUVM.Bitnet. 
Vv Joel Goldberg has been on the chemistry 


faculty at U. Vermont since 1982, receiving 
§ 
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tenure and promotion to associate professor in 
1988. “Most importantly,” he says, “I also got 
married in 1988 to Barbara Burroughs (not an 
Obie, but my dog Hogan’s veterinarian since 
1983). “Our first child, Eliza Anne Goldberg, 
was born in 1990, and on June 3, 1993, her little 
brother, Rubin Bennet Goldberg, was born. 
With two professional careers and two active 
and precocious children, we have our hands 
full,” says Joel, “but are loving every moment 
of it. In our ‘spare time’ we try to get some 
sleep.” The family has settled into their last 
house, they say, having moved in a freezing 
rain storm on Dec. 31, 1992, to Shelburne. 
“We’re out in the country (so Hogan and Schultz, 
the cat, can play and roam freely outside) but 
we’re also only 10 minutes from work,” says 
Joel. E-mail: jgoldber@moose.uvm.edu. W As 
assistant professor of obstetrics and gynecology 
at Cornell U. Medical Center, Jamie Grifo prac- 
tices reproductive endocrinology, including in- 
fertility and gynecological surgery and in vitro 
fertilization (IVF). Jamie performs preimplan- 
tation genetic diagnosis using embryo-biopsy 
techniques (removing a single cell from an eight- 
cell embryo), making a genetic diagnosis from 
that cell (sexing for X-linked disorders, assaying 
for cystic fibrosis), and then transferring only 
healthy embryos back to the patient. In 1992 his 
group was the first in the U.S. to have a success- 
ful delivery following preimplantation diagno- 
sis. Jamie and his wife, Amy, live in Haworth, 
N,J., with their three children, Jamie, 9, Chris, 
7, and Maggie, 5. W On Oct. 23 Diana Haines 
married David Walton in Washington, D.C., 
where the couple resides. Oberlin alums at- 
tending the wedding were 
Charlene Drew Jarvis ’62; 
Kathryn Ferger ’75; Carol 
Holland and Barbara Smith | # 
Sullinger, both 76; Michéle | 
Bonhomme; Rubie Coles; Ferd 
Hoefner; Donna Powe Jones- 
Bey; Jereline Thigpin-Kendrick; 
Lairold M. Street ’78; and 
Akwasi Osei’80. Diana’s last name is now Haines- 
Walton. Address: 318 Allison St. NW, Wash- 
ington, DC 20011. Telephone: (202) 829-5884 
Y Holding a Ph.D. degree in mathematics from 


Haines 


U. California—Santa Barbara, aJ.D. degree from 
Stanford U., and an M.B.A. degree from U. 
California—Berkeley, Mark Huffman is an attor- 
ney for Pacific Gas and Electric Co. in San 
Francisco and a periodic adjunct lecturer at 
Santa Clara U. He met Maggie Fillmore at 
Stanford, and the couple has been living to- 
gether since 1985. Residing in Oakland, they 
enjoy cross-country skiing, rowing, and bicy- 
cling. WV Curtis Johnsrude is an anesthesiologist 


for open-heart surgery in North Ca 1. He 
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and his wife, Marsha Greene, whom he met ina 
hospital cafeteria, have a daughter, Emily, 2. 
The family lives in Clemmons, N.C. W Laura 
Kaminsky has returned to the United States 
from Ghana, where she lived for a year produc- 
ing concerts and teaching. While there she also 
wrote a 40-minute work for narrator and cham- 
ber ensemble, “And Trouble Came: An African 
AIDS Diary.” She is now director of performing 
arts at the New School in New York City. V 
Graciela Keidansky has left 7 

Buenos Aires to live in San 
Francisco for a year. She says 
she welcomes inquiries from 
people who “might want info 
on Argentina.” Address: 713B 
Page St., San Francisco, CA 
94117. Telephone: (415) 626- 
3484. W Robert Blake Kessler 


Keidansky 
practices emergency medicine at Ellis Hosp. in 


Schenectady, N.Y. Among Blake’s interests are 
classical music, photography, skiing, comput- 
ers, and motorcycling, though professional de- 
mands leave little time for them. He lives in 
Clifton Park, N.Y. W Kenneth Koster practices 
emergency medicine in Cincinnati and helps 
teach the international-health elective at U. 
Cincinnati’s Dept. of Family Medicine. He has 
taken short-term medical-mission trips to Egypt 
and China. A volunteer at a local Christian free 
clinic, where he treats the homeless and other 
no-income people, he met his wife, Ann, when 
she was a third-year medical student. The couple 
married in 1991. Ann is an assistant professor in 
the Dept. of Anesthesiology at U. Cincinnati. ¥ 
Marion Lipschutz has a small company in New 
York City called Paradise, where she produces 
documentaries (RU 486, The History of the Ameri- 
can Family, and Men’s Changing Roles). She lives 
outside the city on what she calls “an ersatz farm,” 
where her husband, Terry, is a caretaker and 
writer. The couple has a 2-year-old, Benjamin. 
Vv Lawrence Matus is a senior research scientist 
at NASA Lewis Research Center, near Cleve- 
land. He is involved in a project to develop 
silicon carbide as a high-temperature semicon- 
ductor material. He also is leading an effort to 
develop robust sensors based on silicon carbide. 
Larry is married to his high-school sweetheart, 
Claudia Lowe. Living in Amherst, the couple 
travels around Lorain County, going to tee-ball 
games, baseball, soccer, hockey, swim meets, 
and Girl Scout meetings with their children, 
Andrea, 12, Beau, 8, and Alex, 4. With any 
remaining time, Larry says, they try to get to the 
golf course. W Beth McBride is a systems analyst 
for the U.S. Customs Service. She is married to 
John Maddocks, professor of mathematics at U. 
Maryland. The couple lives in University Park, 
Md. © Gary Mermel is an anesthesiologist in 
private practice at Valley Community Hosp. in 


Santa Maria, Calif. He also plays French horn 
with the Santa Maria Symphony Orch. He gave 
up running a year ago and now bicycles for 
fitness. Gary’s wife, Virginia, has a Ph.D. degree 
in nutritional biochemistry and is a consultant 
and textbook author. Gary and Virginia live in 
Arroyo Grande, Calif., with their son, Matthew 
Allen, 5. VW Jim Miller is serving a postdoc at U. 
California-San Francisco, where he is doing 
research in physiology and neuroscience. Jim 
says that he has studied problems that have been 
interesting to him, such as vision and intracellu- 
lar signaling. He is married to Pamela Foreman, 
a molecular geneticist at Stanford U. They and 
their son, Drew, 1, live in Palo Alto. W Laura 
Greenberg Nachison and her husband, Dan, have 
a son, Samuel Thomas, born Dec. 18, 1992. 
Their daughter, Rachel, was 3 in July. “We’ve 
thankfully left L.A. for northern California,” 
Laura says. Dan is practicing law in a new San 
Jose branch of his law firm; Laura is practicing 
part-time law, too, as “of counsel” with Dan’s 
firm. W Since 1986 Kevin Penfield has been a 
research chemist at Analytical Services Group, 
ICI Americas, where he is responsible for elec- 
tron microscopy and powder x-ray diffraction 
services. He has learned “a lot” about auto main- 
tenance after buying a much-loved 1971 Fiat 
850 Spider, he says, and has learned to scuba 
dive, cross-country ski, and wind surf. Having 
recently become a “home-owning suburbanite,” 
he has also learned to spackle and grout. He and 
his wife, Linda Wong, live in Wilmington, Del. 
Vv Nancy Shih is completing her Ph.D. degree 
with a specialty in 16th-century British litera- 
ture—the age of Shakespeare and Spenser—and 
is looking for a teaching position. Her husband, 
David Knodel, is an electro-optic engineer with 
IBM. The couple has a daughter, Marissa, 6. 
Nancy and David, residents of Rochester, Minn., 
enjoy hiking and camping in summer and cross- 
country skiing in winter. W For 13 years Bill 
Shirey has worked on the information systems 
that handle U. Washington’s student records. 
His wife, Alexandra Clayton ’80, who holds a 
master’s degree in electrical engineering, works 
for Hewlett-Packard. Bill and Alexandra live in 
Edmonds, Wash. W Walter Slowinski is a part- 
time general practitioner living in Dansville, 
N.Y. He still plays clarinet occasionally and is 
hoping to build a small pottery studio. His wife, 
Suzy Sutphen ’77, is a pediatrician who also 
works part time. Walter and Suzy alternate their 
time at home with their two sons, Sam, 6, and 
Simon, 4. “Si has a fine troll collection, and Sam 
is learning to count to infinity,” say the parents. 
V Roy Tamura is working at the Medical Div. of 
Eli Lilly in Indianapolis. As a research scientist 
he provides primary statistical support for clini- 
cal trials involving human growth hormone and 
does statistical research into restricted and adap- 
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tive randomization methods in clinical trials. 
Roy says that even though he did not go on in 
chemistry, the chemistry courses he took at 
Oberlin have helped him in his statistics career. 
Roy is married to Vipa Hemstapat, a native of 
Bangkok. She is a systems analyst at Eli Lilly. 
The couple enjoys traveling, gardening, biking, 
hiking, and canoeing. 


I 979 Frank Bajak says he is “finally a 


foreign correspondent again, bridging the east- 
west chasm out of Berlin for the Associated Press 
after six years as a New York desk slave (editor).” 
Frank; his wife, Cicilia Malachowska; and children 
Aleszu, Maya, and Luna live at Gutzmannstrasse 
8a, 14165 Berlin, Germany. Telephone: 885- 
750-22. E-mail: Frank_Bajak@mcimail.com or 
bajak@dfn.de. W As reported in the December 
1993 American Organist, Jonathan Dimmock 
made a concert tour of Sweden during the past 
summer, playing eight concerts of mostly 
American music. Jonathan is minister of music 
at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church in Belvedere, 
Calif., and is the cofounder and continuo player 
for the American Bach Soloists. W Jillon 
Stoppels Dupree says she and her husband, 
Andy Dupree ’76, are “enjoying being parents 
to nearly-4-year-old Nicholas. 
Jillon is in the second year of a 
National Endowment for the 
Arts Solo Recitalists grant, al- 
lowing her to perform 20th- 
century American harpsi- 
chord repertoire. Tour stops 
include Boston; Richmond, 
Va.; New Britain, Conn.; Port- 
land, Oreg.; Berkeley; Santa Barbara; Sacra- 
mento; and Cleveland, as well as her own city of 
Seattle. W Several errors appeared in the fall- 
issue write-up of Peter Lavigne’s visit to the 
Oberlin campus, sponsored by Alumni in Ser- 
vice to Oberlin Coll. (ASOC). 1) The Merrimack 
River is not in Vermont but in New Hampshire 
and Massachusetts. 2) Peter’s graduate degrees 
are not from U. Vermont but from Vermont 
Law Sch. 3) Rather than an M.S. degree, Peter 
earned an M.S.L. degree (and a J.D. degree) 
from Vermont Law Sch. W Leslie Schwartz Leff 
has been married to Michael Leff for two years. 
She is taking a leave of absence from teaching 
elementary school to take care of her new son, 
Alexander Wain Leff, whom they call Sasha. 
Sasha was born June 22. Leslie’s stepson, Jona, 
8-1/2, lives with her and Michael half time. 
Leslie says she looks forward to attending the 
reunion in May. W Kenneth Losey writes: 
“Kenneth Losey, while reading an original copy 
of Herndon’s Exploration of the Valley of the 
Amazon, found an envelope postmarked 1856, 
Keokuk, lowa. The envelope contained a pre- 
Civil War $50 bill. Ken’s inquiries to antiquar- 


Dupree 
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ians in Keokuk turned up no information, and so 
Ken sold the bill to a numismatist for a hefty 
sum. Ken used what Circumstance had provided 
to take a vacation—a riverboat trip from Keokuk 
to New Orleans. Ken had planned to take a ship 
to Para (Belém), Brazil, and from there to ascend 
the Amazon, and continue via mule to Lima, 
retracing in reverse Herndon’s journey. How- 
ever, Circumstance—or rather Diversion—in 
New Orleans, depleated Ken’s resources, and he 
now plays the triangle in a Cajun band called 
How’s Bayou? in an effort to earn bus fare back 
to California, where he works at a used book 
store.” W Since 1984 Esther Marx Massimini has 
been living in Phoenix, where she works for 
Honeywell as a software-integration engineer. 
She has been married since 1987, to Tony 
Massimini (a market-research engineer special- 
izing in semiconductors). The couple has “two 
Klingons, i.e. children,” says Esther, Amanda, 5, 
and Armand, 3-1/2. Esther says her “big interest 
at work is work-family issues.” She pioneered 
working part time as an engineer at her 
Honeywell division. After about two years, her 
husband was “between opportunities”; so she 
returned to full time while Tony stayed home 
with the kids for a year. In January, with her 
children in school, she cut down to about 30 
hours a week. “Outside of work, we have no life, 
other than the kids’ social life. Actually, my 
husband and I go to the opera here, and this year 
we have subscribed to the local symphony’s 
family series and will take the kids. fam also into 
power walking.” W Michael Morgan was profiled 
recently in the Winston—Salem Journal. Vhis fall 
Michael guest-conducted the Winston-Salem 
Piedmont Triad Symphony. He is assistant con- 
ductor of the Chicago Symphony Orch. and 
music director of the Oakland (Calif.) East Bay 
Symphony Orch. W Julia Hamilton Mudge and 
her husband, Shaw, announce the birth of Lydia 
Abigail Mudge, born August 28. The Mudges 
live in Trumbull, Conn. W Washington, D.C.- 
based educator and performing artist Jeremiah 
Murphy recently released his debut recording on 
the EMA music label. On Introduction Jeremiah 
sings and plays his own gospel compositions and 
standard works that he and other composers 
have arranged. Belmark recording artist Dottie 
Jones and Diadem recording artist Marvin 
Matthews, as well as Daryl Davis and Carrietta 
Jackson, attended the release party at the Grand 
Hyatt Hotel in Washington, D.C. W Ann 
Douglass Farley Rollé has begun seminary train- 
ing (an M.Div.-degree program) in conjunction 
with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America to become a Lutheran pastor. “This is 
quite a change,” she says, “from the start of my 
working career in investment banking.” Ann 
and her husband, Massimo, have two children, 
David, 4, and Michala, 2. W Bill Spitz is living in 


what he calls “the great northern suburbs of 
Philadelphia (Bucks County),” working as a se- 
nior economist with a transportation-consult- 
ing firm. He has “three wonderful children,” he 
says—“ages 7, 9, and 11—who continually re- 
mind me of my thinning hair.” Address: 577B 
Thrush Ct., Yardley, PA 19067. W The Cleve- 
land Public Theater produced a solo dance by 
Susan Van Pelt this fall in the program called 
Women Dancing. W Jeanie Wozencraft-Ornellas 
spent the summer in Chile, where she appeared 
on radio and television and in live concerts that 
benefited schools for handicapped citizens. Jeanie 
will return to South America next summer for 
another tour, living in Venezuela, where her 
husband, Jerry, works. When she is not travel- 
ing, Jeanie is principal soprano with the E] Paso 
Opera, and associate professor of voice at East- 
ern New Mexico U. She and Jerry live in Portales, 
N.M., with their daughter, Chris, and assorted 
stray animals. 


8 980 Marc Canter, mastermind behind 
MacroMind, a multimedia software company 
whose software program called Director “has 
helped transform publishing,” 
Newsweek's May 31 issue, has left MacroMind to 


according to 


launch a new company, Canter Technology. 
The new company’s yet-to-be-released software 
named MediaBand, says Newsweek, “would com- 
bine live rock, MTV, and karaoke, merging the 
A marketable 
product isn’t likely for four or five years.” W A 


audience with performers. . . . 


publication named Clearwater Navigator reports 
in its September-October issue that Margo 
Hennebach’s music “has been labeled ‘folk fu- 
sion’; her first recording earned a place in East 
Coast Rocker’s list of top five folk albums for 
1991.” W The year 1993 has proven momentous 
for Jed D. Johnson, he says. In July he was 
promoted to executive director of Council Care, 
an agency providing adult day-care services. In 
October his partner of six years, Jim Skinner, 
and he celebrated their relationship in a formal 
commitment ceremony. And in November he 
travelled to Israel as part of a Pittsburgh delega- 
tion of persons who work with older adults. W 
Oxford U. Press has published Surviving the 
Swastika: Scientific Research in Nazi Germany by 
Kristie Macrakis. The book examines the scien- 
tific research that took place at the Kaiser 
Wilhelm Soc. (forerunner of the Max Planck 
Soc.) under National Socialism and provides a 
full-scale analysis of the society’s development 
within the social and political context of na- 
tional socialist Germany. Kristie is an assistant 
professor of the history of science at Michigan 
State U. and a 1993-94 member of the Inst. for 
Advanced Study at Princeton U. W This past 
spring Andra Marx organized an Oberlin team 
for the New York City May 2 AIDS walk-a-thon 
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to benefit Gay Man’s Health Crisis. W Jim 
Roosa, a freelance trombone player in Cleve- 
land, is married to Alissa Roosa, a composer. 
Jim’s day gig is as assistant general counsel of 
American Greetings Corp. He runs some mara- 
thons and triathlons. VW Juliani Sidharta is still 
teaching at Virginia Commonwealth U. She 
says the duties of being a mother of a 
kindergartener and a preschooler keep her quite 
busy. “Had a great summer, though,” she says; 
“Spent a week at Hatteras, N.C., right before 
hurricane Emily hit it.” W Eric J. Sinrod is a 
partner at the San Francisco law firm Hancock, 
Rothert & Bunshoft, and he is the author of 
several recent articles: “Blocking Access to Gov- 
ernment Information under the New Personal 
Privacy Rule,” Seton Hall Law Review, Vol. 24, 
Bk. 1; “Emerging Judicial Precedent Threatens 
Media Access to Government Information,” 
Media Law Notes, October 1993; and “Freedom 
of Information Act Disclosure Deadlines: 
Bridging the Gap between Legislative Intent 
and Economic Reality,” The American University 
Law Review, Vol. 43, Bk. 2. W Kiyoshi Tamagawa 
has been appointed assistant professor of music 
at Southwestern U. in Georgetown, Tex., where 
he is a member of the Southwestern Chamber 
Soloists, a faculty chamber ensemble. He is 
scheduled to play a concert with violinist 
Alejandro Mendoza in Weill Recital Hall in 
New York City March 13. He makes his Chi- 
cago debut on the Dame Myra Hess Memorial 
Concerts series May 25. W In September Wendy 
Tarnoff and her husband, Bruce Ludwig, were 
planning to move from Philadelphia, where 
Wendy teaches and performs flute, to their 
recently purchased suburban home at 708 Oak 
Springs Rd., Rosemont, PA 19010. The couple 
was hoping to complete “urban decompression” 
in a few months, Wendy says. 


i 98 b Valerie Botter and her husband, 
Marc Sternick, announce the birth of their 
daughter Elana Faye Sternick Nov. 30, 1993. 
The Botter/Sternick family lives in western 
Massachusetts just outside Northampton. W In 
an interview with reporter David Bauder for the 
Associated Press singer-songwriter Mare Cohn 
comments on the lyrics to one of the songs on his 
second album, The Rainy Season. In“The Things 
We’ve Handed Down,” Cohn writes, “Will you 
laugh just like you mother? Will you sigh like 
your old man? Will some things skip a genera- 
tion like I’ve heard they often can?” Marc told 
Bauder that family sentiments don’t make it into 
too many popular songs, but that they are being 
experienced by many members of his genera- 
tion. Cohen and his wife, who live in New York 
City, are parents of a baby boy. “What I like 


about certain artists is that over a period of years, 


they release their autobiography, and each record 
was a chapter,” he told the reporter. W On 
August 29, 1993, “a perfectly sunny day,” she 
says, Kate Dulit married Josh Greenberg in Seal 
Cove, Maine, on Mount Desert Island. Oberlin 
friends and family who atended the wedding 
were Bob Mencher ’56; Helen Medwedeff 
Greenberg ’61; Rebecca Leopold; Donna 
Alterman Ross; Doug Ross; Julie Fink Sullivan; 
Anita Flanzbaum and Marianne Neuman, both 
’82; Steven Bloom 83; Gretchen Engel ’85; and 
Ben Greenberg ’91. “In true Oberlin style,” says 
Kate, “much rocking and rolling was had by all.” 
Kate is an attorney working at Greater Boston 
Legal Services on issues of homelessness and 
foster care. Address: 123 Orchard St., Apt. 41, 
Somerville, MA 02144. Telephone: (617) 666- 
0875. W Neil Farrell says he is “alive and well and 
living in Richmond Hill, N.Y.” Last fall he sang 
Monteverdi’s 1610 Vespers with the Ensemble 
for Early Music to critical acclaim in the Dec. 1 
New York Times. His arrangement of Duke 
Ellington’s “Prelude to a Kiss” was premiered in 
June by the Western Wind. His a cappella 
“Magnificat” and “Nunc Dimittis” received sec- 
ond and third performances, respectively, at the 
Cathedral of St. John the Divine in August, and 
on Dec. 19 his “Rorate Caeli” for chorus and 
organ received its premiere at the Church of St. 
Ignatius Loyola, where he’ll sing the Evangelist 
in Bach’s “St. John Passion” March 16, and where 
his “Jubilate Deo” will premiere April 17. Address: 
85-29 114th St. #3A, Richmond Hill, NY 11418- 
1361. E-mail: neil.farrell@consultant.com. W 
This summer Randall Craig Fleischer rehearsed 
and conducted the orchestra of the first Kennedy 
Center/National Symphony Orch. (NSO) Sum- 
mer Music Inst. Randall, who also conducted a 
seminar for the participants, is the NSO’s asso- 
ciate conductor. W After nine years of living in 
both Washington, D.C., and New York City, 
Oni Faida Lampley and her family, whom she 
calls the Abney/Lampley crew, have established 
one household in Brooklyn. Of Oni Faida’s 
portrayal of Helena in Shakespeare’s A/l’s Well 
That Ends Well at the Old Globe Theater in San 
Diego, the San Diego Reader said, “. . . if France 
were a meritocracy, she could claim the crown.” 
The play ran from Aug. 27 to Oct. 17. Oni Faida 
is the young woman leading the applause in a 
recent Federal Express television commercial, 
and she made her soap-opera debut as Phoebe 
on ABC’s One Life to Live Nov. 15. The new 
address for Oni Faida, Afrika, Oluwadamilola, 
and Tommy: 581 Bergen St., #2, Brooklyn, NY 
11238. Telephone: (718) 789-2269. W New York 
Newsday recently did its “Manhattan Profile” of 
Maria Orengo. Maria is the director of volunteer 
resources of the American Red Cross in greater 
New York. Responsible for recruiting, placing, 


and coordinating more than 5000 volunteers, 


she is interested in increasing and diversifying 
the volunteer workforce within the Red Cross. 
“Without letting government off the hook, it’s 
important that volunteers and social-service 
workers lead the way in building and strenthening 
communities as other resources decline,” she is 
quoted as saying. Maria recently completed stud- 
ies at the Hispanic Women’s Leadership Inst. at 
Rutgers U. W Anne Gilbert Pearson lives and 
works in Oberlin. Being a townie is quite pleas- 
ant, she says. Working in the conservatory li- 
brary, she’s not “completely town-ized,” says 
Anne, “but I really don’t know what I'd do if I 
had to live somewhere without all the resources 
that I have here. It’s really a treat. And with my 
‘spare time’ (ha ha ha) [still play my horn.” Anne 
is principal hornist with the Canton Symphony 
Orch. and occasionally freelances in the area. 
She and her husband, Brian, Oberlin professor 
of trumpet, have “a terrific 3-1/2-year-old son, 
Jimmy, who keeps most of my other waking 
hours filled,” she says. W Cynthia Post and 
Joshua Hyatt were married in March 1993 in 
New York City. Obies at the wedding included 
Eric Beldoch’80, Joseph Alhadeff, Heather Byrne- 
Diakun, Ellen Harrison, Mathew Finch, and 
Rebecca Mendez ’82. Cyndy and Josh live in 
Boston. 


982 Peter and Jean Supplee Brubaker 
recently purchased a big, old house. The couple 
has a flourishing cello program at the Suzuki 
Sch. for Strings in Kingston, Pa., where they 
teach with Jean’s mother and sister, who are 
violinists. Peter and Jean still perform as mem- 
bers of the cello section of the Northeastern Pa. 
Philharmonic Orch. Their address: 164 Dana 
St., Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702. W Michael S. 
Corona has been designated deputy director of 
the Organized Crime Division of the Puerto 
Rico Dept. of Justice. After graduating from the 
U. Puerto Rico Law Sch. in 1985, Michael 
worked as a law clerk for the Puerto Rico Su- 
preme Court. In 1988 he was appointed special 
prosecutor for the Civil Rights Div. of the Puerto 
Rico Dept. of Justice. W Laura Dennis married 
Scott Hensley at First United Methodist Church 
in Pasadena, Calif., Dec. 18. Laura still works at 
Bank of America Nevada, Las Vegas. Scott is an 
elementary-school teacher in Las Vegas. The 
couple hopes to “leave the dry, brown desert in 
the near future for greener surroundings,” says 
Laura. Address: 840 N. Sloan Ln, #J-206, Las 
Vegas, NV 89110. Telephone: (702) 459-7710. 
Vv “My fiancee, Ann Bogart, and I survived the 
Northridge quake the same way many others 
did,” says Jonathan Freund, “by clinging to each 
other as our bed bounced and rolled within the 
bouncing and rolling of the entire house and the 
entire city. Fortunately, we lost very little—and 
the endless aftershocks have even taught me 
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how to surf on dry land.” Jonathan says he was 
“very touched” to geta call from Carolyn Husted, 
of Oberlin’s Theater and Dance Dept., check- 
ing to see if he was okay. “Still, a little ol’ 6.6 is 
nothing compared to getting bounced around 
by the above-ground fault system known as 
Hollywood,” he says, “although it did wonders 
for restoring a healthy sense of perspective.” W 
Lisa Frohman Geiger and Charles Joseph Shifren 
were married Sept. 5. Nancy Geiger ’75, Michelle 
Brot, Jon Meier, and Randy Simon were among 
the wedding guests. Lisa completed her master’s 
of nursing degree at U. Washington in August 
with a specialization in primary care as a family 
nurse practitioner. She works in family practice 
in Seattle. “I think one of the best things to 
happen to the health-care system in the United 
States is nurse practitioners (NPs),” Lisa says. 
Although the job of nurse practitioner has been 
a profession for 25 years, she says, “itis only now 
that nurse practitioners are getting the recogni- 
tion for their professional skills and worthi- 
ness.” Telephone: (206) 783-3278. W Debra 
Israel is back in graduate school, this time for her 
Ph.D. degree in economics at U. Wisconsin— 
Madison. Address: 1102 W. Badger Rd., #2, 
Madison, WI 53713. Phone: (608) 284-0997. E- 
mail: dkisrael@students.wisc.edu. W Jennifer 
Joseph married Jon Longhi Aug. 8. Obies who 
attended the service were: Bernie Kellman ’79; 
Michael Udelson, Ben Sarnoff, and Amy Wels, 
all’80; Larry Rosenthal and Stuart Sharpe, both 
’°81; Tamar Cohen; Angela Moskow; Carol 
Oppenheimer; Julia Schechter; Lee Slome; and 
Josh McHugh and Jenny Schneider, both ’84. ¥ 
After completing an A.M. degree in 1987 in 
international policy at Stanford U., Steve Karpa 
came out and moved to San Francisco, where, he 
says, he lives “a happy chiché-ridden gay life 
three blocks from the Castro.” His translation of 
What Is Japan?, by best-selling Japanese author 
Taichi Sakaiya, was recently released by 
Kodansha International. W Heather Schroeder 
married Patrick Mullen Nov. 13 in a ceremony 
in Hudson, Ohio. Attending the wedding were 
Lisa Michelbrink, David Olson, and Ellen Meyer 
Saybourin. Heather and Patrick live in Ramsey, 
N,J., where they are journalists. ¥ Curt Williams 
is an organizer in Seattle for the United Steel- 
workers of America, according toa recentarticle 
in the Seattle Times. 


! 983 Having completed his M.F.A. de- 
gree in creative writing at U. Alabama and his 
course work for a Ph.D. degree in comparative 
cultural and literary studies at U. Arizona, Keith 
Anderson has moved to the Chaco Canyon area 
of the Navajo Reservation, where he teaches 
classes for the rural outreach program of Navajo 
Community Coll. He and his companion, Lora 
Largo—probably the first full-blood Navajo to 
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have earned an M.L.S. degree—are trying to set 
up a community library and multimedia reading 
project through the nonprofit Crownpoint Lit- 
eracy Club and Crownpoint Community Sch. 
Oberlinians with interest or expertise in this 
area are invited to write or visit. Address: P.O. 
Box 1836, Crownpoint, NM 83713. W Robert J. 
Crayhon hosts a nationally syndicated radio show 
on health and nutrition and is writing a book due 
to be released this year. He works as a nutrition- 
ist and lives in New Rochelle, N.Y. “Still single,” 
he says. W David Dunn says he is “living with my 
wonderful wife and daughters (3-1/2 and 1-1/2 
years old) in Ceske Budejovice, Czech Republic, 
trying to help a young Baha’i community, and 
working at a computer company, and kicking 
myself for not being able to attend Howard 
Supnik’s beautiful wedding.” W After working 
three years at the International Community 
Sch. in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, Lee Fertig is 
finishing his third year as high-school principal 
at the American Sch. in Rio de Janeiro. W Ac- 
cording to “The TV Column” in the July 7 
edition of the Washington Post, Beth Fouhy has 
become Washington producer for “Inside Poli- 
tics,” the 4:30 P.M. weekday program anchored 
by Bernard Shaw and Judy Woodruff. ¥ Karen 
Glauber has become vice-president/postmodern 
editor of Hits magazine, according to the 
magazine’s Aug. 16 issue. In announcing the 
move the magazine said, “In addition to her 
keen knowledge of the complexities of the Post 
Modern marketplace, Karen is best friends with 
every cute, pale PoMo musician who matters.” 
YW Maria Green and her husband, Jeff Cohen, 
returned in June from a year in Mexico, where 
they lived in a small Zapotec Indian village 
(about 3000 people), Santa Ana del Valle, about 
35 miles from Oaxaca. Jeff was doing anthropo- 
logical fieldwork, and Maria researched pat- 
terns of indigenous dispute resolution and read 
many trashy novels, she says. The couple trav- 
eled to Guatemala in February and were visited 
in March by George Perlov. Back in Bloomington, 
Maria is finishing her third year of law school. ¥ 
J. Hughes and Nickie Bock ’82 welcomed their 
first child, Althea Adriana Bock Hughes (Class 
of 2014, say the parents) May 18, 1993. Althea 
was born at home with a lay midwife, and is 


“rowing like a sprout,” says J. Nickie is finish- 
ing her M.A. degree in art theory at the Sch. of 
the Art Inst. of Chicago (SAIC), and J. hopes to 
finish his Ph.D. degree in medical sociology at 
U. Chicago in May. Nickie is teaching art at 
SAIC and Columbia Coll., while J. is teaching 
and administrating at the Center for Clinical 
Medical Ethics. Both are looking for teaching jobs 
around the country as they “cocoon, meditate 
with friends, and keep up with ‘Star Trek: Next 
Generation,” they say. Address: 5627 S. Drexel, 
Chicago IL 60637. Telephone: (312) 752-3562. 
E-mail: jhughes@medicine.bsd.uchicago.edu. V 
Mrill Ingram and Amy Kelly have worked to- 
gether for the past year on a K-12 science 
teacher’s manual entitled Bottle Biology: An Idea 
Book for Exploring the World through Soda Bottles 
and other Recyclable Materials. A project initiated 
at U. Wisconsin—Madison, the book was pub- 
lished by Kendall/Hunt in August. Mrill was the 
writer and Amy the illustrator. Mrill is pursuing 
a writing career, among other things, in Arizona. 
Amy is the director of Common Cause/Mon- 
tana and freelances as a writer/editor/illustra- 
tor. Amy’s address: 26 S. Benton, #1, Helena, 
MT 59601. W Philip and Catherine Johnson 
Lewis recently celebrated their third wedding 
anniversary. They moved to Maryland from 
Maine this fall and are working in real estate, 
which they say is “very exciting.” Philip hopes to 
pursue architecture again free lance when and if 
the market picks up. Catherine says the couple’s 
three Labrador retrievers miss the Maine ocean 
but that the whole family is settling into its new 
surroundings. Catherine returned to Oberlin in 
1989 to finish her degree and says it’s the best 
thing she’s ever done for herself. “It was, aca- 
demically, a thoroughly rewarding experience, 
but the racism on campus was disturbing.” 
Catherine worked in Maine in corporate mar- 
keting and database design from 1989 to 1993. 
Address: 19029 Sedley Terrace, Gaithersburg, 
MD 20879. Telephone: (301) 208-8074. W The 
Lorain, Ohio, Morning Journal recently profiled 
Jeanine Love, director of the Intermuseum Con- 
servation Laboratory (ICL), housed in Oberlin’s 
Allen Memorial Art Museum. Jeanine, who 
earned her master’s degree in art history at the 


College, joined the ICL as assistant director in 
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1987; before that she worked in the curatorial 
department of the Detroit Inst. of Arts. She lives 
in Amherst, Ohio. W Michael Metlay and his 
wife, Suzanne Traub-Metlay, recently moved to 
Tallahassee, Fla., where Mike now works as a 
postdoctoral researcher for the Florida State U. 
Physics Dept. and Suzanne, having completed 
her Ph.D. degree in planetary geology last year, 
is seeking an administrative position in the 
Florida state government. Bandwidth, the first 
compact-disc release by Mike’s electronic music 
group Team Metlay, has been garnering largely 
positive reviews, and Mike is looking forward to 
several more releases on his fledgling label, 
Atomic City, in the coming months. Address: 
2626 Mayfair Road, Tallahassee, FL 32303. E- 
mail: metlay@netcom.com. W John “J.T.” Murphy 
and his wife, Yuko, were married in Tokyo a few 
years ago in the midst of a fierce typhoon that 
shut down all the train lines in the city. The 
couple’s matchmaker, Jonathan Silk, “swam from 
Kyoto” for the event, says J. T., and spoke infor- 
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mally on the topic of vegetarians, Jello, and the 
art of making love last. J.T. and Yuko’s son, Sean 
Hikaru Murphy, was born March 28, 1993. The 
family’s pediatrician, former harmonica player 
of the Samurai Blues Band, Tim Uyeki’81, flew 
in from San Francisco for jam sessions and 
prenatal care. The family held a christening in 
their garden the first day of the summer mon- 
soon. “Bill Heinrich ’81 behaved himself during 
the ceremony,” J.T. says. This fall J.T. joined 
the Tokyo office of the law firm Graham & 


James. Work address: Shiroyama JT Mori Bldg., 


8F, 3-1 Toranomon 4-chome, Minato-ku, To- 
kyo 105, Japan. Work telephone: 81-3-3459- 
5481; fax: 3459-0240. New home address: 
Akebono-cho 41-2-1108, Senju, Adachi-ku, 
Tokyo 120, Japan. Home telephone: 81-3-3879- 
9135; fax: 81-3-3879-2161. W Tim Riley was 
married August 29 to Sara Laschever, a novelist 
and editor. The wedding was held in Simsbury, 
Conn., and Eugene Carr ’82 helped carry the 
chuppah in what was a blend of Jewish and 


Christian ceremonies. At the festivities a string 
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quartet from the New England Conservatory of 
Music performed Schubert’s Quintet in C Ma- 
jor. “Bride and groom are both very happy,” says 
Tim, who at the time of submitting this class 
note was sharing with his wife their first flu 
together. Tim’s second book, Hard Rain, has 
been released in paperback from Vintage. His 
profile of Seiji Ozawa and the Boston Symphony 
Orch. appeared in the November issue of Boston 
magazine. Address: 173 Morrison Ave., 
Somerville, MA 02144. Telephone: (617) 623- 
8748. Fax: (617) 661-9854. W On October 6 
Patty Orsini and Tony Robinson welcomed their 
“beautiful daughter,” Caledonia “Callie” 
Robinson Orsini, into the world, Tony says. In 
February he became a senior editor at Counsel 
Connect, an on-line service for lawyers. New 
address: 1040 Lake St., San Francisco, CA 
94118. Home telephone: (415) 386-8817. 
Work telephone: (415) 749-5454. E-mail: 
trobin03@reach.com. W Andy Rowan and 
Andrea Lehman’s new daughter is Willa Lehman 
Rowan, born April 16. “She’s definitely the 
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cheerful type,” says Andy, who adds that their 
older daughter, Emma, is a happy 4-year-old. 
She’s fond, Andy says, of misquoting from 
“Beauty and the Beast”: “Don’t talk that way 
about my father. He’s not a genius, he’s crazy!” 
Andrea continues to work as a freelance editor 
“when the kids let her,” says Andy, a Ph.D. 
student at Rutgers U.’s Center for Remote Sens- 
ing and Spatial Analysis. W In October Katy 
Sears joined Commodities Corp. (U.S.A.), a 
speculative trading firm, as an associate trader. 
“It’s a great company,” Katy says. “The biggest 
transition has been leaving New York for ‘the 
country.” Address: 45 Greenway Terrace, 
Princeton, N.J. 08540. Telephone: (609) 921- 
2027. W Robert Spano led the Cleveland Orch. 
in Finney Chapel Nov. 7 as part of Oberlin’s 
115th Artist Recital Series. It was his debut with 
the orchestra. Robert is music director of opera 
theater at the College. W Howard Jay Supnik 
married Vicki Lazarus of Lancaster, Pa., August 
29. Stull working for Harry Olin Ltd. as a land- 
scape architect, he recently completed projects 
that include the Ellis Island New American 
Immigrant Wall of Honor and the U.S. Holo- 
caust Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C. 
YV Keith Toth has become minister of music at 
the Brick Presbyterian Church in New York 
City. He is principal organist and conductor and 
supervises a program of children’s, youth, and 
handbell choirs (each with its own director) and 
an assistant organist-choirmaster. He continues 
in his position as dean of the New York City 
American Guild of Organists (AGO) chapter 
and as co-coordinator of the 1996 National 
Centennial Convention of the AGO. W John F. 
Young is a candidate for the ra 
1994 National Teacher of the 
Year award from the Dist. of 
Columbia Public Schs. He was 
twice named to Who’s Who in 
American Education and named 
to Who’s Who in America for 
1994. He was the 1991 na- 
tional Woodrow Wilson fel- 
low at Princeton U. and is a member of the 
national African American Alumni Committee. 


Young 


I 984 David Beinvenu spent a year work- 
ing in Akron after graduation, visited two of 
his Obie roommates in Palo Alto the follow- 
ing spring, and decided the Bay Area was a lot 
more fun then Akron. He’s been there ever 
since. “I survived the stock market crash (which 
put the company I worked for out of busi- 
ness),” he says, “an earthquake, and having IBM 
buy the company I work for (Metaphor/Patriot 
Partners, for those of you in the industry).” 
He lives within shouting distance of “a fair 
number” of other Obies, he says. Address: 471 
Alvarado St., San Francisco, CA 94114. V 
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Frederick Bingham announces the birth of his 
son, Elias Gabriel Bingham, born November 26 
in Honolulu. Fred still enjoys palm trees and 
warm tropical breezes as he continues his work in 
oceanographic research at U. Hawaii. “However,” 
he says, “with the high cost of living and an 
uncertain job situation, don’t be surprised to 
find him and his family moving back to the 
mainland sometime soon.” W Paige Catherine 
Gaydos was born to Ann and Craig Gaydos Nov. 
29. She is healthy and active, says Craig. The 
three still live in Cupertino, Calif. E-mail: 
Gaydos_Craig@Tandem.COM. W Matt Lehrman 
was recently sworn in as president of the Greater 
Paradise Valley (Ariz.) Chamber of Commerce. 
His is still the director of sales and marketing for 
Bank of Scottsdale. W Kathy Anne Powell says 
she recovered well from serious illness in 1990. 
She is deaf now and enjoys working full time 
in the library at Gallaudet U. and using sign 
language daily. “An Oberlin education really 
does prepare you for almost anything!” Kathy 
says. Address: Lenox Park, 1400 East West 
Highway #1003, Silver Spring, MD 20912. E- 
mail: KAPOWELL@gallua.gallaudet.edu. 
[Note: In Kathy’s E-mail address, the alterna- 
tion of gallua and gallau is not a typo.—Ed.] V 
Elena Vassallo and Kenneth Crossman were 
married July 4 in Tarrytown, N.Y. Obies at- 
tending the wedding were Seth Chapler, Thomas 
McClurg, Jean Miele, and Dave Olson, all ’82; 
Alexandra Biseda Bangs, Kim Kachulis Canavan, 
Carol Levine, Steven Karowe, Katherine 
Maloney, and Karin Martinson, all ’83; 
Christopher Canavan; Michael Meadow; Michelle 
Reynolds; Michael Weaver; and Seth 
Levenson ’85. Jesse Low put in a call from 
Cairns, Australia. “Way too much fun was had 
by all,” Elena says. She is the assistant dean at 
the U. Chicago Divinity Sch. and a staff pastoral 
psychotherapist at the Center for Religion and 
Psychotherapy in Chicago. Ordained as a min- 
ister in August 1992, Elena baptised Nicholas 
Canavan this January. Kenneth is completing a 
Ph.D. degree in human development at U. Chi- 
cago and doing a psychiatric residence in the 
Dept. of Religion, Health and Human Values at 
Rush-Presbyterian St. Luke’s Hosp. in Chi- 
cago. W Katherine Wilson and Joseph 
Mooneyham were married June 27 in the pine- 
forest section of the Glen Helen Nature Pre- 
serve in Yellow Springs, Ohio. No known 
Oberlinians attended the ceremony. Kate and 
Joe work in theater in New York City (she does 
costumes; he does scenery). Kate would like to 
discuss parenting in the big city with other 
Oberlinian New Yorkers. Address: 1018 64th 
St., Brooklyn, NY 11219. 


q 98 5 Having completed his dissertation, 


“Fortifications and Statecraft of the Gonzago 


1530-1630,” and therefore his Ph.D. degree in 
history, Tom Arnold has accepted an Olin Fel- 
lowship in the International Security Program 
at Yale. Tom and his wife, Tiffany Janny Arnold 
"88, live halfway between New Haven and 
Tiffany’s job in Waterford, Conn., where she is 
the store manager of Crystal Mall’s new Bath 
and Body Works. Address: 92 Main St., Deep 
River, CT 06417. Telephone: (203) 526-8138. 
Vv After five and a half years as an administrator 
for the American Dance Festival, Elaine Bayless 
left in March 1993 to pursue a career in stage 
management. In November she did her first 
Equity show, a new full-lenth play at Ensemble 
Studio Theatre in New York City. Address: 145 
W. 10th St., #5C, New York, NY 10014. W On 
Aug. 7 Jim Berberian and Sara Simon were 
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’ve Been Thinking 
hough I left Oberlin after grad- 
uation, Oberlin has never left 

me. Beyond close friends, the alumni 

magazine, and annual fund-raising 
appeals, Oberlin ties continue to tug 
in unexpected ways. 

In 1987, while I was a music di- 
rector at a camp in upstate New 
York, my roommate was a photog- 
rapher from the town of Oberlin. 
We formed an immediate bond in 
the wilds of Brant Lake. 

Two years later, while I was a re- 
porter for a weekly Connecticut 
newspaper, I learned the daughter 
of one of my subjects was an Ober- 
lin double-degree student. Susan, 
like me, was a musician and journal- 
ist, and we also became friends. 

In 1990, in a small New Hamp- 
shire town where my wife’s friend 
was being married, I met Alex, who 
was a year behind me at Oberlin. 

This past fall my college friend 
Katie moved near where | live. 

It is a small world after all, and 
while Oberlin is a small school, it 
finds you and admonishes: Remember. 

—Jonathan Turner ’86 


Please send submissions for this 
column to the alumni editor at 
the address given in the box on 
the facing page, and mark your 
entry “I've Been Thinking.” 
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married in Homewood, Ala. Jim is an actuary 
with a pension-consulting firm in Atlanta. Sara 
is a lawyer contemplating a career change. The 
ceremony was attended by immediate family, 
including Carol Ann Restemyer Berberian ’58, 
mother of the groom. Jim and Sara comment on 
the wedding, “Better late than never!” Address: 
2001-E Powers Ferry Rd., Marietta, GA 30067. 
V Having spent seven years in a “fun but futile 
pursuit of rock ’n’ roll superstardom,” he says, 
John Chamberlain has settled down, married 
Emily Schifrin June 20), and started “shrink 
school” at American U. “Lots of Obies at the 
wedding,” John says. W Steve Daggett received 
his Ph.D. degree in biology from Pennsylvania 
State U. in 1993. He’s an assistant professor of 
biology at Avila Coll. in Kansas City, Mo. ¥ 
Kathryn “Lale” Davidson has joined Adirondack 
Community Coll. in Queensbury, N.Y., as_as- 
sistant professor of English. She holds a D.A. 
degree in writing from State U. New York— 
Albany. W Anne Deane left her 
work as publicist and facilita- 
tor of the Cultural Diversity 
Initiative with the Phildelphia 
Orch. to pursue composition 
and to marry her childhood 
friend Gary Monheitin March 
1992. Oberlin people at the 
wedding included Linda Deane 
Barron Litwin ’64; the late Fred Chance ’83; 
Rebecca Cross, Mindy Flexer, and Sue Yelanjian, 
all 84; JoAnna Garske Sacks; Mark Litwin ’94; 
and Professor of Composition and Music Theory 


Randolph Coleman. On June 11 a daughter, Clara 
Elizabeth, was born to Anne and Gary. Anne is 
working toward her Ph.D. degree in composition 
at U. California—Santa Barbara, where she is the 
teaching assistant for computer music. Address: 
2786 Ben Lomond Dr., Santa Barbara, CA 
93105. E-mail: anne@tango.ccmrc.ucsb.edu. W 
Philip Dikeman has been 
named assistant principal flut- 
ist of the Detroit Symphony 
Orch. (DSO)—a position he 
has held since November 1992. 
His colleagues in the section 
include Ervin Monroe ’64. 
Before joining the DSO Philip 
was the principal flutist of the 


Dikeman 


Hong Kong Philharmonic Orch. for five sea- 
sons and of the San Antonio Symphony Orch. 
for the first two months of the 1992-93 season. 
Address: 386 Village Green Blvd., Apt. #201, 
Ann Arbor, MI 48105. W Mike ’86 and Jean 
Piatak Eickhoff announce the birth of their 
daughter, Clara Stephanie, born Jan. 24. W 
Composer Matthew H. Fields has E-mail: 
fields@eecs.umich.edu. W After four challeng- 


ing and stressful years at Andersen Consulting, 
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Steve Fontana has left that firm to attend the U. 
Connecticutt Law Sch. “Am much happier now,” 
he says. W Last January Shari Garfinkel and her 
husband, Peter Conover, moved to Houston. 
“HELP!!,” she says. Peter is principal librarian 
for the Houston Symphony Orch. Shari is back 
in the artists management field, working for 
Blackburn & Assoc. Artists Management in New 
York. Address: 306 Northwood St., Houston, 
TX 77009. W Last summer Shawn Godwin was 
the assistant set decorator and buyer for the 
MGM film My Summer Story, made in Cleve- 
land. In October he was hoping to work full time 
on his art and environmental work this winter. 
V Lisa Heineman finished her Ph.D. degree in 
history at U. North Carolina in December. She 
is on the faculty of Bowling Green State U. and 
living in Toledo. With her partner, Johanna 
Schoen, she has a “cute son,” Joshua, she says, 
bornin December 1991. W Abram Walden Kaplan 
has been named assistant professor of environ- 
mental studies at Denison U. He earned a 
master’s degree at U. Wisconsin in 1989 and has 
taught at U. North Carolina. He is Denison’s 
first director of environmental studies. W Sherri 
Levine has graduated from New York U.’s law 
school and is clerking for a judge in New York. 
She and her partner, John Adler, have moved to 
295 St. John’s Place, #5F, New York, NY 11238. 
Telephone: (718) 638-6527. W Organist at the 
Church of the Holy Family in New York City 
Daniel Long gave an all-Bach recital at St. Peter’s 
Church in New York City Noy. 19. W In Octo- 
ber Mike and Kathryn Bell MacPhail moved 
“home” to Colorado, where they grew up, from 
Washington, D.C., where they had lived five 
years. Mike is an enforcement attorney in the 
Securities and Exchange Commission’s Denver 
regional office. W Leslie Myers says she has 
“finally” finished her residency in family prac- 
tice and has moved to Minnesota. She is in 
practice with a group of other family physicians 
in Minneapolis and is living with her life part- 
ner, Diane Jaskoviak, in St. Paul. W Julie Brezon 
Nichols and her husband, Paul, announce the 
birth of their second child, Kara Nancy, on May 
20. Their 2-1/2-year-old son, Terence, is enjoy- 
ing being a big brother, Julie says. Julie teaches 
ina bilingual Spanish-English public kindergar- 
ten. Address: 114S. Harvey, Oak Park, IL 60302. 
Vv Anne LeVant Prahl says she suddenly finds 
herself married and the mother of two boys, 
William, 2, and Isaac, 10 months. She and her 
husband, Scott, are living in Portland, Oreg., 
and looking for other Obie moms home with 
kids. Anne is keeping a professional hand in by 
volunteering at the Oregon Museum of Science 
and Industry, and at the Oregon Jewish Mu- 
seum, where she is curating an exhibit of photo- 
graphs of the Yiddish Theater. W In May Brinton 
Ramsey earned an M.A. degree in international 


education at the American U. She and her hus- 
band, Ron Howe (“not an Obie,” she says), are 
living in Virginia while Ron finishes his Ph.D. 
degree and Brinnie looks for teaching jobs. Ad- 
dress: 525 Florida Ave., #104, Herndon, Va 
22070/ Telephone: (703) 481-5774. W Roberto 
Santiago has written the chapter “Stadiums & 
Arenas” in the 1994 Information Please Sports 
Almanac (Houghton Mifflin). One of his es- 
says also appears in the anthology Common 
Ground (St. Martins Press, 1993). E-mail: 
ea040@cleveland.Freenet.Edu. W After three 
and a half years of marriage Ericalynn Arnold 
Tobin and her husband, Michael, are proud to 
announce the birth of their first child, Meghan 
Anne Tobin, born September 13, 1992. Due to 
the happy misfortune of being laid off at the end 
of her maternity leave, Ericalynn is enjoying 
full-time motherhood while doing some pro- 
gramming on the side for her father’s business, 
Intelligence Engineering. She will return to the 
work force soon, perhaps to her previous career 
in retirement-benefits administration. W On 
Sept. 16 Wendy Weitzner Wasman presented 
one of 16 papers at an international conference 
on libraries in museums held in Ljubljana, 
Slovenia. “Ask Dr. Dino: The Services of the 
Library of the Cleveland Museum of Natural 
History” was based on her article, published in 
the February 1993 issue of American Libraries, 
“Ask Dr. Dino, or My Life as an Electronic 
Reptile.” After the conference Wendy and her 
husband, Jay, travelled to Budapest and Prague. 
While in Prague they were pleasantly surprised, 
Wendy says, to run into Tamara Leonard, who is 
working there for the U.N. High Commission 
for Refugees. W After a stint with United Press 
International in Washington, D.C., as a broad- 
cast editor, Amy Worden has accepted the posi- 
tion of foreign editor with Standard Broadcast 
News, a Canadian newswire in Toronto. 


1986 On Oct. 9 Meg Behr married 


Duncan Laird in Northampton, Mass. Both 
Meg and Duncan have master’s degrees from 
Smith Coll. Sch. for Social Work, and Meg is 
working at the Smith Coll. Student Counseling 
Service. Oberlin alumni attending the wedding 
included father of the bride Walter Behr ’39; the 
brides’s aunt Betty Behr Ryback ’42; the bride’s 
sister, Sarah Behr Moaba ’78; band members 
Mary Witt ’79 and Rick Ruggles ’78; Elizabeth 
Hartman Turner and Jack Turner, both °44; 
Nathan Massey ’73; and Patricia Turner- 
Massey ’74. W Growing Azalea Music Produc- 
tions has released Margaret Bernstein’s record- 
ing, Full Circle, on cassette and CD. Margaret 
plays flute and piano on 10 original composi- 
tions. Other Bay Area musicians also perform 
on the album. Margaret can be reached through 
Growing Azalea Music Productions, P.O. Box 
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117, Lagunitas, CA 94938. W Michele Brogunier 
is at U. Vermont Coll. of Medicine, Class of 
1996, and her youngest brother, Toby, is in his 
junior year at Oberlin. W Jordan Brown is con- 
tent coordinator and script developer for “Ghost- 
writers,” a mystery and adventure television 
show produced by the Children’s Television 
Workshop. The Oceanside-Island Park (N.Y.) 
Herald profiled him in its July 22 edition. Jordan 
presented a lecture, “Making Sense of Humor 
and Laughter,” in Oceanside in April. W Since 
graduating from Oberlin Bob Cannon has re- 
ceived a master’s degree from Yale Divinity 
Sch., married Elizabeth Gaffin, graduated from 
American U. Law Sch., and completed a judicial 


ASOC Visitors 
10 Present 
Diverse Offerings 


en alumni returned to campus this 
fall under the auspices of the 
Alumni Association’s Alumni in Service 
to Oberlin College (ASOC) program. 
Mesctiningewice tescarch,..| ett 
Severinghaus °83 gave a public talk at 
Oberlin on October 7, “The Cause of 
Oxygen Loss in Biosphere II,” sponsored 
by the Geology Department and the 
Environmental Studies Program. Earlier 
he gave a more technical talk, “Global 
Warming and the Missing Carbon Sink,” 
which the Geology Department spon- 
sored. Late this summer Jeff—an Ober- 
lin geology major now a graduate stu- 
dent at Columbia University’s Lamont- 
Doherty Earth Observatory—found the 
answer to the mysterious decline in oxy- 
gen that occurred during the two-year 
trial of the $150 million Biosphere II 
project in Arizona. Scientists thought the 
cause of the decline was a glut of or- 
ganic material like peat and compost in 
the structure’s soils, but they could not 
find the carbon dioxide that would re- 
sult from an explosive growth of oxy- 
gen-eating bacteria. Jeffs father, John 
W. Severinghaus, a high-altitude physi- 
ologist at the University of California— 
San Francisco, suggested in a telephone 
call to his son that the concrete that Bio- 
sphere II is made of might be soaking 
up the carbon dioxide. Jeffs testing con- 
firmed that a high level of calcium car- 
bonate was rapidly being formed inside 
Siosphere as high amounts of carbon 
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clerkship at the Dist. of Columbia Superior 
Court. He recently moved to New York City, 
where he has joined the law firm of Gaffin & 
Mayo, and can be reached there. Address: Gaffin 
& Mayo, P.C., 233 Broadway, 30th FI., New 
York, NY 20789. Telephone: (212) 962-5757. 
Vv Amanda Drake-Liu and her husband, Dong 
Ping, welcomed their son, Peter Corbett on 
May S. Since earning her M.B.A. degree at New 
York U. (witha generous Oberlin-alum scholar- 
ship), Amanda has survived two reorganizations 
at American Express Travel Related Services in 
New York City. Her current job is as project 
leader in reingineering. The couple has bought 
a Victorian 1917 house in Maplewood, “which 


dioxide reacted with calcium hydroxide 
in the concrete. 

Distinguished neuropsychologist 
Arthur Benton 731, invited by the Psy- 
chology Department and the Neuro- 
science and Biopsychology programs, 
spoke October 25 on the historical de- 
velopment of human neuropsychology. 
After earning his M.A. degree at Ober- 
lin in 1933, Arthur went to Columbia 
University, where he obtained his Ph.D. 
degree in 1935. While working in the 
U.S. Navy’s medical department, he de- 
veloped the Benton Visual Retention 
Test, now used routinely in clinical set- 
tings around the world. In 1948 he 
moved to the University of lowa, where 
he was professor of psychology and di- 
rector of graduate training in clinical 
psychology until 1958, when he became 
professor of psychology and neurology. 
He stayed in that position until his re- 
tirement in 1978, when the Benton 
Laboratory of Neuropsychology was 
dedicated. As professor emeritus he has 
continued his research and writing. The 
Gold Medal citation he received from 
the American Psychological Foundation 
in 1992 reads: “For lifetime contribu- 
tions that include pioneering clinical 
studies of brain— 
behavior rela- 
tions. He in- 
troduced novel 
and objective 
psychological 
assessment 
techniques that 
expanded our 
understanding 
of the difficul- 
ties manifested 


by neurologi- Severinghaus 


Attitudes in Recent Art,” featured four 


Movie Camera. Attempting to open new 


we are fixing up,” Amanda says. W Fred Dulles 
and Cathy Jordan are doing postdocs in their 
respective fields (chemistry and clinical psy- 
chology) and raising a puppy. “She is a happy 
little carnivore,” Fred says, “and feerless hunter 
of defensless tree branches and cardboard 
boxes.” New address: 1944 Portland Ave., St. 
Paul, MN 55104. Telephone: (612) 647-1660. 
Y Don Holland spent the summer in Paris and 
Switzerland, doing anything but neuro- 
psychology, he says. He is now back in Seattle 
finishing the second year of a postdoctoral 


residency in clinical neuropsychology at U. 
Washington Medical Sch. Address: 4732 
18th Ave. N.E., Apt. 4, Seattle, WA 98105. W 


cally compromised patients. He broad- 
ened the applications of psychology, and 
in the process opened up a new field of 
study and practice, clinical neuropsy- 
chology. ... His own career spans more 
than 60 years, and he continues to epito- 
mize the ideal of the scientist-practitio- 
ner. He is an outstanding role model and 
has had a profound influence on genera- 
tions of students and colleagues.” 

On October 30 the Art Department’s 
Baldwin Lecture, “Currents: Temporal 


contemporary artists, among them Joel 
Katz, a 1980 graduate in art history 
and studio art. Joel showed his 33- 
minute videotape, Corporation with a 


territories for understanding how cor- 
porate imagery has imbedded itself in 
cultural mythology and historical imagi- 
nation, Corporation with a Movie Camera 
demonstrates how corporate representa- 
tions have shaped the American public’s 
ideas about the Third World. Weaving 
clips of corporate-produced archival 
film with poetry, performance, and 
other interpretive text, the tape raises 
questions about how public-relations 
media operate, how and by whom 


Katz 


Benton 
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Thea Lawton has been living in Lexington, Ky., 
since graduation, originally with Phillip Price. She’s 
now on her own. Her misadventures, she says, 
include “a star at law school, running a deli and 
catering business, and working at a bookstore.” 
She says, cryptically, that she is “still desperately 
seeking a career, but I thinkI’ve finally found one!” 
Address: 426 Hollywood Dr., Lexington, KY 
40502. W On September 18 Karen Mueller and 
Erik Harder were married in Lincoln, Mass. Beth 
Eakin ’84 and Sally Denmead sang a duet from 
Lakmé at the ceremony, and Dave Harrison ’85 
was an usher. Obies attending the wedding were 
Tom Gardner ’85, Jessica Offir, Steve Raymond, 
and Mary Bryant. Both Karen and Erik have taken 
Mueller-Harder for their surname. Living in the 
country, they have a one-hour commute to Massa- 
chusetts Inst. of Technology, where Karen works 


at the architecture and planning library, Erik is 
a systems analyst, and both do G&S and other 
theater when they get a chance. Address: 62 
Whitehall Rd., South Hampton, NH 03827. 
Telephone: (603) 394-0176. W After graduating 
Sandra Palombi spent several years working in 
several neurophysiology laboratories in Chi- 
cago, and two years in Japan learning Japanese 
and teaching English. After returning to the 
states she entered the graduate program in com- 
puter science at U. Illinois. She studied full time 
for a year and is now a part-time student and a 
full-time research programmer for the 
university’s Computer Science Dept. When she’s 
not working or playing on her computer, she can 
be found, she says, at the local pool hall shooting 
nine-ball or at home trying to learn Italian 
(which she pronounces with a Japanese accent). 
E-mail: palombi@cs.uiuc.edu. 


i 987 Anne Boynton and Larry Bassett say 
they belatedly announce the addition of Anna 
Cary Bassett Boynton to their family. “Anna has 
turned | and is widely reputed to be adorable,” 
says Anne. E-mail: AnneCBB@aol.com. V 
Susan Brudos married Dave Kukla July 31 ina 
three-day event on Susan’s family’s farm in up- 
state New York. “Better people,” Dave says, 
included John Haba and Dave Lachman, both 
86; Kathleen Hunt; and Andrea Lucas. Also 
attending the wedding were Pam Kulberg and 
Karen Rothschild, both ’86; Jessica Rosenfeld; 
and Juliet Stumpf’89. Dave says he is “especially 
relieved that he will never again have to undergo 
the Albanian manhood ritual.” Changing the 
subject, Dave wonders who else saw Kate 
Goehring ’86 on TV acting in the role of Jane 
Addams. “Way to go, Obie,” he cheers. Dave 
and Susan have moved to the Southwest to “see 


ASOC Visitors, continued 

history is written, and how audience and consumer desire are 
constructed. The video includes rarely seen footage from in- 
dustrial films such as Sumatra, Island of Yesterday (Goodyear 
Tire & Rubber Co., 1926) and Assignment Venezuela (Creole 
Petroleum Corp., 1953). Corporation with a Movie Camera has 
been shown nationally and internationally in many festivals, 
including the American Film Institute Video Festival, 
Oberhausen Film Festival (where it won the Best Video award), 
and National Educational Film and Video Festival (where it 
won a Silver Apple award). It will be broadcast on the Learn- 
ing Channel. An adjunct instructor at New York City’s School 
of Visual Arts, Joel teaches an introductory course in video 
theory and production. He is also an instructor for the Down- 
town Community Television Center’s Documentary Produc- 
tion Workshop and continues as senior production technician 
for WNYC Television (Channel 31), New York. His forth- 
coming Johnny and Clyde is a narrative film script based on a 
weekend trip the late FBI director John Edgar Hoover made 
to Mexico with his lifelong companion Clyde Tolson. 

The Politics Department sponsored a visit by Paula 
Newberg ’74 on November 10, when she spoke on human 
rights and democracy in South Asia, taught a history class, and 
gave a faculty seminar. A senior associate at the Carnegie En- 
dowment for International Peace and former director of its 
Face-to-Face Program, she specializes in development, democ- 
racy, and human rights in transition states, with particular in- 
terests in religion and politics and in the politics of South and 
Southwest Asia. She is also an international development con- 
sultant, and continues as a member of the faculty of Columbia 
University’s School of International and Public Affairs. A Phi 
Beta Kappa graduate and senior scholar at Oberlin with majors 
in philosophy and English literature, she was a member of the 
Oberlin Board of Trustees from 1974 through 1978. Paula earned 
her doctorate in politics from the University of Chicago. 

Ned Rothenberg ’78, a religion major who also studied music 
in the conservatory, composes and performs on saxophone, bass 
clarinet, flute, and shakuhachi (an end-blown Japanese bamboo 
flute). On November 11, sponsored by the conservatory, he pre- 
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sented a woodwind workshop, where he demonstrated his largely 
self-taught and highly acclaimed solo technique. A strong underly- 
ing element of his instrumental voice is the extension of the wood- 
wind language to incorporate polyphony and accurate microtonal 
organization through the manipulation of multiphonics, circular 
breathing, and overtone control. During his visit Ned played his 
own compositions in a guest recital joined by Sainkho Namchylak, 
a folk singer from the former Soviet republic of Tuva in southern 
Siberia, who demonstrated the local Tuvan and Mongolian throat 
overtone singing style. Rothenberg and Namchylak performed to- 
gether in 1992 at the Moers Jazz Festival and have toured Europe 
and the former USSR. Active in the creative music scene in New 
York since 1978, Ned leads the groups Double Band and Power 
Lines and is a founding member of the cooperative New Winds. 
He has received fellowships, grants, or commissions from the New 
York Foundation for the Arts, New York State Council on the 
Arts, Asian Cultural Council, Jerome Foundation, Meet the Com- 
poser, and ASCAP. 

Invited by the Politics Department, Allan Spear ’58, presi- 
dent of the Minnesota state Senate, spoke November 11 with 
members of Professor Paul Dawson’s class on American public 
policy. Allan recently led the successful passage of a bias ban 
through the Minnesota legislature. He majored in history at 
Oberlin, received M.A. and Ph.D. degrees from Yale Univer- 
sity, and taught at the University of Minnesota before begin- 
ning his career in state politics in 1972. When elected presi- 
dent of Minnesota’s Senate January 5, 1993, he became the 
nation’s highest-ranking openly gay elected state official. 

Paying tribute to Oberlin’s late art-history professor Ellen 
Johnson ’33, Jay Gorney ’73 spoke November 11 in the newly 
renovated Fisher Hall (formerly the Art Auditorium) at the 
Allen Memorial Art Museum. Sponsored by the museum, his 
talk, “Contemporary Art and the Object,” focused on recent 
innovations in contemporary art. After graduating from Ober- 
lin and the Whitney Museum Independent Study Program, Jay 
worked at the Sidney Janis and the Hamilton galleries in New 
York. He opened his own gallery, Jay Gorney Modern Art, in 
New York’s East Village in 1985, later moving it to its present 
location in SoHo. The artists he represents include Sarah 
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there can possibly be in one 
ry many,” says Dave. Address: 
t., Tucson, AZ 85716. ¥ John 


es, he says; “(People actually 


guitar, which she says is “sometimes a form of 
roommate torture.” Lisa has a rat named Cirdan 
who is number five ina long line that began with 
Kipton, a white rat from Oberlin’s psych lab. 
Ginny Kunch is changing career tracts from grad 
school to vet school. She hopes to become in- 
volved in endangered-species breeding pro- 
grams. She shares a home with two large dogs, 


small independent label. She lives in Carrboro, 
N.C., and is pursuing a doctorate in musicology 
at U. North Carolina—Chapel Hill. She teaches 
beginning theory and has harp students at both 
UNC and Duke as well as a growing private 
studio. She still freelances extensively, play- 
ing for everything from the furniture market 
in High Point to the North Carolina The- 
atre in Raleigh to the New Music concerts 


.)” He invites friends to visit him 
oe oo 4-foot dorm room. E-mail: 
uhunix.uhee.hawaii.edu. W Lisa 
Ph.D. graduate student in ocean- 
he U. Delaware Coll. of Marine 


e She studies phytoplankton physiol- 
nd ecology. “Despite having been a sec- 
ondary tudent for three years at the con,” she 

“says she still plays piano and has recently started 


Sa 
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Charlesworth, Martha Rosler, Haim Steinbach, and Meyer 
Vaisman. Jay’s vision and commitment to cutting-edge art have 
set standards in the rise of the neoconceptual movement. 

As part of the program for the Oberlin Lesbian, Gay, Bi- 
sexual Reunion—held on campus November 12-14—Roger 
Goodman ’68 performed a harpsichord recital. It included works 
by Couperin, Forqueray, and J.S. Bach. A conservatory music- 
history graduate, Roger has performed solo recitals in concert 
halls throughout the United States and Great Britain, including 
Carnegie Hall, Alice Tully Hall, and the Merkin Concert Hall 
in New York City, and the Wigmore Hall in London. He 
founded and was former harpsichordist with Jubal’s Lyre, a Ba- 
roque ensemble of period instruments, and is currently music 
director of a new chamber ensemble, courtdancer (spelled with 
a lower-case c). A former member of the faculty at the New 
School for Social Research and Columbia College, Roger is 
also former chair of both the bachelor’s and master’s degree 
programs in harpsichord performance at the American Conser- 
vatory of Music. He is a lecturer in harpsichord at the Music 
School of DePaul University, and teaches harpsichord and pi- 
ano privately. Holding an M.Div. degree from Chicago Theo- 
logical Seminary, Roger is a professed friar in the Brotherhood 
of St. Gregory, an Episcopal religious order. 

The Department of Politics, the Environmental Studies Pro- 
gram, and the Law and Society Committee jointly sponsored a 
November 18 visit by Anita Cicero ’88, trial attorney for the 
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Mickey and Spook. W After completing her 
M.M. degree in harp at the ee 
New England Conservatory, 
Emily Laurance freelanced for 
a short time in Boston before 
relocating to North Carolina. 
While still in New England, 
she participated in the orches- 
tral fellowship program at 
Tanglewood in 1990, and re- 
corded Berio’s “Sequenza II” for harp solo for a 


at Duke. Address: 200 Barnes St., #1-G, Carrboro, 
NC 27510. E-mail: EmilyR@uncmvys.oit.unc.edu. 
v While a reporter for the News-Dispatch in 
Michigan City, Ind., Rebecca Lindell won the 
Hoosier State Press Assoc.’s award for distin- 
guished community service for her coverage of 
a medical-waste company that had planned to 
locate in Michigan City. The company with- 
drew its plans after the stories ran and provoked 
a strong public outcry. She also received first- 
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Environmental Enforcement Section of the United States De- 
partment of Justice. Anita’s talk was titled “Enforcing the Wa- 
ter Pollution Act: Strategies and Struggles among the Environ- 
mental Protection Agency, Justice Department, States, and Fed- 
eral District Courts.” Anita also met with students interested in 
careers in environmental law. A 1991 graduate of Yale Law 
School, she was active in the Initiative for Public Interest Law 
at Yale, wrote for the Yale Journal of Law and Feminism, and 
did a clinical-law project on homelessness. 

The conservatory's Musicology Department invited Edmund 
Goehring °84 to speak on December 6. The title of his talk was 
“Of Old Philosophers and Cynical Maidservants in Mozart’s 
Cosi fan tutte.” Goehring recently received his Ph.D. degree 
from Columbia University and teaches art history at the Univer- 
sity of Georgia. He is the former editor-in-chief of Current Musi- 
cology, an international research journal. In 1992 Ed won an 
American Musicological Society 50 Dissertation Fellowship for 
scholarly work of high promise, and he won an Oberlin Col- 
lege Alumni Fellowship Award in 1989, the same year he received 
a scholarship for study in piano performance at the Chautauqua 
Institution. He graduated from Oberlin with high honors in 
religion, and was elected to Pi Kappa Lambda. —MWB 


See “Year by Year” in this issue for corrections to the informa- 
tion published about Peter Lavigne ’79 in the “ASOC Visitors” 


Ed. 


column in the fall 1993 issue. 


Goodman Cicero Goehring 
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place awards from the Indiana Associated Press 
Managing Editor Assoc. for community affairs 
and public-interest reporting, feature writing, 
and feature series. She is now a reporter for the 
Times in Munster, Ind. Rebecca and her hus- 
band, Thom Duncan, live at 6915 S. Magoun 
Ave., Hammond, IN, 46324. Telephone: (219) 
845-6493. W A daughter, Amelia Beth, was born 
to Tom’80 and Katy Breitsprecher Reid June 16. 
Y Teresa Rittenhouse is a Ph.D.-degree student 
in English at Washington U.—where she earned 
her M.F.A. degree in fiction 
ing, editing, sending out a novel manuscript, 


teaching, tutor- 


starting her dissertation on Charlotte Bronté 
and Louisa May Alcott, and, she says, “wishing 
I'd been a better correspondent, even though 
that would mean more paper.” Address: 6648 
Washington C6, St. Louis, MO 63130. ¥ Marion 
Schaening, mother of the late Ann Schaening, 
has continued making jewelry that she and Ann 
used to make together. Her proceeds are raising 
money for a scholarship to finance Oberlin 
Winter Term projects in environmental studies. 
“Doing the jewelry has made me feel that a little 
bit of her is still helping out,” Ann’s mother 
recently told a reporter for the Mi/ford (Mich.) 
Times. Ann died in an automobile accident Jan. 
27, 1986, while ona field trip with other Oberlin 
students. W Tanya Lee Stone married Alan Segal 
in November 1992. Obies attending the wed- 
ding were: George Bent ’85, Lorrie Olan, James 
Willie ’89, and Andrea White ’90. Tanya says 
she is “happily at work, having found my perfect 
playpen.” She is managing editor for a nonfic- 
tion children’s book publisher. “Freelance non- 
fiction children’s book writers: feel free to send 
your résumés,” she invites. Address: 266 Great 
Oak Rd., Orange, CT 06477. W Sara Stratton 
has moved to Florida, where her husband has 
accepted a job. She is supervisor of HIV-preven- 
tion activities for a tri-county area in the central 
part of the state. In May Sara received an M.P.H. 
degree from the U. North Carolina Sch. of 
Public Health. Telephone: (813) 293-7911. 


i 988 Jonathan Arak has completed di- 
recting a “highly successful production” he says, 
of Sweeney Todd, which he says one critic called 
“dynamic and ambitious.” In the cast were Amy 
Cochrane ’82 and Dan Sklar ’94. Jonathan will 
be directing Pacific Overtures, again, with Opera 
Roanoke in Virginia. W On her way to a Ph.D. 
degree, in June Karen M. Bayne completed her 
M.A. degree in English literature at Indiana U.- 
Bloomington. A graduate assistant at IU, she 
works at a local bicycle shop and completed her 
first century bike ride in September. Address: 
405 E. Cottage Grove #5, Bloomington, IN 
47408. Telephone: (812) 333-4373. E-mail: 
KBayne@Indiana.edu. W Eliot Borenstein re- 
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ceived his Ph.D. degree from U. Wisconsin-— 
Madison in the fall after living two years in 
Moscow, where he spent one year running UW’s 
exchange at Moscow State U. and another run- 
ning the Fulbright program for the Russian 
Federation. He’s an assistant professor in the 
Slavic Dept. at U. Virginia. His wife, Natasha 
Lipkina, is a violinist from Moscow. W Andrew 
Borthwick and Sarah Caguiat were married Aug. 
21 in Saranac Lake, N.Y. Wedding guests in- 
cluded Nancy Misener ’86; Mike Buescher, 
Amy Martellock, Ken Robertson, and Rod 
Smith, all’87; Alex Cauthen-Zach; Robin Gelman; 
Jennifer Helfman; Josh Karpf; David King; Tho- 
mas McHugh; Evan Mulvaney; Mary Ann Swiatek; 
and Karl and Deborah Clark Colon and Gail 
Karet’89. Eric Westin was a groomsman; Deborah 
Bossen Lorber was to be maid of honor, but was 
unable to make it “due to the happy occasion of 
the birth of her daughter on August 20,” Sarah 
says. Soloist Hannah Hamilton “graced the cer- 
emony with her beautiful voice; and God help 
me if I left anybody out!” Andy is a Ph.D. 
student in computer science at New York U.; 
Sarah is an associate editor for children’s book 
publisher Philomel Books. Her name is now 
Sarah Caguiat Borthwick except for professional 
occasions. Address: 320 8th Ave., Apt. 3C, Brook- 
lyn, NY 11215. W The Other Opera Co., whose 
artistic director is Victoria Gau, produced The 
Tender Land by Aaron Copland in December. 
The company is based in Bethesda. W Margaret 
Goehring and David Klement have moved again. 
David has been appointed choral fellow at 
Dartmouth Coll. while Margaret continues to 
study for her comprehensive examinations for 
the Ph.D. degree in art history at Case Western 
Reserve U. Address: P.O. Box 45, East Thetford, 
VT 05043. W For five years folk musicians 
Jenny and David Heitler-Klevans have been per- 
forming together under the name Two of a 
Kind. This fall they released their first album on 
CD and cassette, Live Each Moment; the songs, 
most original, are about various stages of life. 
Ann Ballen 87, director of graphic services at 
Disc Makers, worked on the graphic design of 
the album cover. “What’s really important for us 
is doing songs of social significance,” Jenny 
recently told a reporter for the Philadelphia 
newspaper Germantown Courier. The two have 
been involved in the operation of the Folk Fac- 
tory Coffeehouse at the Unitarian Universalist 
Church in Mt. Airey, a Philadelphia neighbor- 
hood, for three years. David teaches music theory 
at the Settlement Music Sch. in Jenkintown and 
at the Friends Sch. in Haverford, both in Penn- 
sylvania, and privately. The couple lives in Mt. 
Airey. W Having earned an M.A. degree in 1992, 
James Helgeson is working on a Ph.D. degree at 
Princeton U. in 16th-century French literature. 
He’s in Paris at the Ecole Normale Supérieure 


and studying for a DEA degree (a French degree 
between a master’s and a doctorate) at Paris-VI. 
“In Paris,” he says, “Oberlin is a kind of aspirin.” 
Address: ENS, 45, rue d’?Ulm, 75005 PARIS, 
France. E-mail: helgeson@clipper.ens.fr W 
Upon completing a fellowship at the National 
Endowment for the Arts in June, Jennifer C. 
Jackson was selected as one of six Orchestra 
Management Fellows by the American Sym- 
phony Orch. League. She is spending four 
months each working at the Charlotte, Pitts- 
burgh, and Boston Symphony orchestras. She 
received her M.A. degree in arts administration 
from Indiana U. in May. W Ayako Kawata re- 
cently earned both M.B.A. and M.I.A. degrees 
in finance, accounting, and international politi- 
cal economy from Columbia Business Sch. and 
the Sch. of International Affairs. Before moving 
to New York City, she spent two years at Indiana 
U.—Bloomington, where she received her M.M. 
degree in piano and was an associate instructor 
in music theory. She is now working at Coopers 
and Lybrand, Entrepreneurial Advisory Ser- 
vices Group, a corporate tax-consulting prac- 
tice. Address: 430 E. 77th St., 7C, New York, 
NY 10021. © Jill Kramer and Jeff Colman were 
married Aug. 15 in Tannersville, N.Y. Obies at 
the wedding were: Josh Abrams, Phil Alexander, 
Jodi Harawitz, Jon and Debbie New, Emily 
Nussbaum, Doug Still, Michael Sweney, and 
Soheui Kwon ’89. The couple lives in the Bos- 
ton area. Jill is working on her doctorate in 
clinical psychology, and Jeff is working as an 
attorney. Address: 28 Pearson Ave., Somerville, 
MA 02144. Telephone: (617) 776-7606. ¥ 
Christine M. Lee was married to Thomas Krause 
(a 1990 Harvard Law Sch. graduate) Aug. 1 in 
Washington, D.C. Oberlinians attending the 
wedding were: David Weissbord Sanford, a 
teaching fellow at the College in 1985-86, Michael 
Sorrell, and Timothy Lewis and Carol Moeller, 
both ’89. Christine has formed a partnership for 
the general practice of law with an emphasis in 
criminal defense with Christopher Merriam. 
Office address: Merriam & Lee, 204 G. St., NE, 
Washington, D.C. 20002. Telephone: (202) 544- 
1580. W Lydia Morest and Steve Kelly ’89 were 
married in Farmington, Conn., July 10. Oberlin 
alumni attending the wedding included Steve’s 
mother, Nancy Swearingen Kelly ’59; Steve’s 
cousin, Garrett Swearingen ’87; Judy Lebowitz 
and Sarah Michelman, both ’88; Jeff Mihok, 
Ken Moore, Will Hug, and Nick Evans, all 89; 
and Norman Cohen ’91. Lydia has received her 
M.A. degree in anthropology from U. Chicago 
and is conducting research at a psychosocial 
rehabilitation agency. Steve is working in the 
development office at the American Museum of 
Natural History and pursuing a master’s degree 
in English at Hunter Coll. The Morest-Kellys’ 
address: 217 E. 25th St., Apt. 4D, New York, 
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NY 10010. W Alison Pruitt has started an En- 
glish-literature M.A.—Ph.D. program at Rutgers 
U. Address: 515 S. First Ave., #35, Highland 
Park, NJ 08904. Telephone: (908) 418-1193. W 
On Aug. 7 Susan Ann Clark married Peter C. 
Shipman. Obies at the wedding included Paul B. 
Clark ’86, brother of the bride; Rachel Piven- 
Kehrle ’88; and Karen Ripley’89. Susan finished 
her M.A. degree in religion at Wake Forest U. in 
June 1992. She and Peter are employed at the 
main library at WFU. W Tracy Swan says she is 
“raising millions and hobnobbing with the mov- 
ers and shakers for the United Way in Roches- 
ter. I haven’t fallen from the face of the earth. I 
don’t have E-mail so will have to scribe my 
Dobie buddies.” Address: 25 Sumner Park, Apt. 
5, Rochester, NY 14607. Telephone: (716) 271- 


1947. W Andrew W. Wilson has begun a new job 
on the faculty at U. Virginia as a violin teacher. 
He is also the new concertmaster of the 
Charlottesville Symphony Orch. 


Tom Kurt, who was best man and played piano; 
Nick Street; Munis Faruqui, Molly Murphy, 
and Greg Rigdon, all ’90; and Gabriella 
Richardson ’95, a groom’s attendant. John and 
Stace are in Paris completing research for their 
dissertations. No name changes, they say. W In 
June 1993 Candace Ellman received a master’s 
degree in music history and oboe from U. 


i 989 Anne Dudley has entered the M.F.A. 
creative writing program at Colorado State U. 
in Fort Collins, Colo. She is still working with 
dyslexic students. Anne ran into Wes and Susie 
Erenfeld Heilman, both ’86, and Charles 
Newcomb ’87, who now live in Boulder. After 
living in a rural southern Colorado town last 
year, she says it is a relief to be where she can be 
with Obies again. W Anastasia Easterday and 
John Richardson were married July 31, 1993, in 
Kansas City, Mo. Oberlinians at the wedding 
included Candace Ellman, who played oboe; 


Denver. She is applying to doctoral programs 
now. Candace recently landed a job as an ad- 
ministrative assistant with U S WEST Interna- 
tional—“demonstrating an excellent use of 
my Oberlin degree, wink wink.” She has taken 


over as the Denver-area alumni recruiter co- 
ordinator and is, she says, “loving it.” Ad- 
dress: 8246 S Poplar Way, T-103, Englewood, 
CO 80112. Telephone: (303) 779-0289. E- 
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Poet Makes Last Appearance at Oberlin 
for Composer’s Setting of His Poem 


Gere and poet Fred Chance ’83 
recited his poem “Positive Think- 
ing” on the Oberlin campus this fall as 
a prelude to a performance of “Positive 
Thinking,” a piece for alto flute, ste- 
reophonic tape, and slides written by 
Anne Deane ’85 and based on Chance’s 


Looking over the score of “Positive Thinking” on the day of performance are 
flutist and Oberlin senior John Moryl, Professor of Electronic and Computer Music 
Gary Nelson, composer Anne Deane, and late poet and composer Fred Chance. 


poem. The occasion was a concert of 
the conservatory’s TIMARA (Technol- 
ogy in Music and the Related Arts) Pro- 
gram November 10. 

Deane created the work—which was 
commissioned by flutist Betsy Cuffel 
with support from the Santa Barbara 
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Music Club, a Pillsbury Grant from 
the Santa Barbara Foundation, and the 
Leni Fe Bland Foundation—at the Uni- 
versity of California at Santa Barbara 
Center for Computer Music Research 
and Composition, where she is a Ph.D. 
student in composition. The piece re- 
ceived its 
East Coast 
premiere in 
August at 
the National 
Flute Con- 
ference in 
Boston. 
Deane 
dedicated 
Vtmetor Vix 
Chance in 
recognition 
of the many 
ways he has 
touched my 
life—for now 
and the rest 
of my days. 
“’'d known 
Fred for 10 
years,” says 
Deane, “and knew he had AIDS, but 
until I started working on the composi- 
tion, I hadn’t faced the fact that one of 
my closest friends could die in the next 


a] 
= 
fe} 
— 
ie) 
9) 
Dz 
> 
v 
ae 
o 
~< 
(es 
oO 
za 
“ 
at 
m 
Zz 
= 
ie) 
(a) 
A 


year or two.” 
Chance had been diagnosed with HIV 
in 1988; he died of complications from 


AIDS on December 5, less than a month 
after his Oberlin appearance. The poem 
is about his passing HIV to his lover: 


I was thinking about you just the other day 
and I was thinking about cells. 
You know—tiny little cells. 


Well specifically, I was thinking about the cells 
which started out inside my body 

and ended up (one way or another) 

inside your body. 


And I think I want them back. 
Yes, I want them all back. 
Oh, how I wish that I could have 
every last one of them 


back. 


Deane’s work uses a computer to 
combine Chance’s taped reading of the 
poem with the sound of the flute so that 
the flute seems to speak the words. In 
creating the piece Deane listened to 
Chance’s reading nearly every day for a 
year. 

“One day I was working in the stu- 
dio, and without changing the pitch I 
slowed his voice and gave it a gravely 
quality. It sounded as if he were an old 
man. I burst into tears, knowing he’d 
never be an old man.” 

Deane says she doesn’t pretend to un- 
derstand how it feels to have AIDS but 
intends with her work to portray her 
grief about her friend’s tragedy. —LKG 
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mail: cellman@diana.cair.du.edu. W Wendy 
Gross and Josh Rosenberg were married June 20 
in Newton, Mass., in Wendy’s parents’ back- 
yard. Obies who attended the wedding include: 
Moira Bucciarelli, Nick Evans, Cynthia Coburn, 
Suzy Shufro, and Scott Barancik, all ’88, and 
Jonathan ’91 and Julie Reuning-Scherer 792. 
Josh and Wendy have since moved from San 
Francisco to San Diego, where Josh has started 
a Ph.D program in economics at U. California— 
San Diego and Wendy is working as assistant 
managing editor of children’s books at Harcourt 
Brace. They’ve purchased wet suits, and spend 
“uncountable hours boogie-boarding in the 
Pacific Ocean, making up for all those years of 
Ohio winters,” they say. E-mail for Josh: 
jrosenbe@weber.ucsd.edu; E-mail for Wendy: 
71203.1367@compuserve.com. W Cora Guss and 
Joshua Smilowitz have changed their last names 
to Pearl Joshua’s grandmother’s maiden name). 
The Pearls say they are happy to announce the 
birth of their son, Isaac Ellington Pearl, born at 
home June 10 in Kyoto, Japan, with midwife 
Lenore Long ’81 and several friends, including 
Jennifer Harris, attending the birth. W Ken 
Laposky is living in North Olmstead, Ohio, with 
his brother Mike ’93. Ken teaches seventh- and 
eighth-grade mathematics at Rocky River Middle 
Sch. It’s his second year of teaching. He also 


coaches ninth-grade football at Rocky River 
High Sch. W In what Tom says will be but a brief 
interruption of their collaboration and cohabi- 
tation Tom “alex” Lopez and Nicole Richter are 
pursuing their arts in different areas of Europe. 
On a Fulbright Fellowship Tom is spending a 
year composing at an electronic music studio— 
Centre International de Recherche Musicale— 
in Nice, France. Following his interest in apply- 
ing technology toward more interactive perfor- 
mance, Tom says his work is developing in an 
ever more multimedia direction. In May he 
earned an M.F.A. degree in music composition 
from the California Inst. of the Arts. He plans to 
go for his Ph.D. degree as soon as he “tires of 
café au lait and pain au chocolat.” Nicole is 
studying at the Community Dance Program of 
the Laban Centre for Movement and Dance in 
London. In her first placement she teaches dance 
at a school for children with special needs. Al- 
though she is “already sick of watery coffee and 
overboiled peas,” Tom says, Nicole is planning 
to stay another year in order to “emerge” with an 
M.A. degree in dance studies in 1995. W Liz 
Phair continues to draw media attention for her 
singing and song writing. The Sept. 6 issue of 
Newsweek, in its article “Sex and the Single 
Songwriter,” identified her as one of “two young 
performers [who] capture the spotlight and tell 
tales of invasion and privacy.” Of the songs on 
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her album, Exile in Guyville, the article says 
“what’s most subversive . . . is that they’re full of 
such sly pop melodies and such cool offhand 
guitar work that they’ve entered your circula- 
tory system long before you’ve figured out the 
lyrics.” W Leonard Presberg lives in Richmond, 
Va., with his wife, Elizabeth Moore ’88. Eliza- 
beth graduated first in her class from Medical 
Coll. of Pennsylvania in May. She is doing her 
ob/gyn residency in Richmond. Leonard goes to 
law school at U. Richmond, and plays basketball 
in his spare time. He has had articles published 
in the May and June issues of Byte magazine, and 
the November 9 issue of PC magazine. Leonard 
and Elizabeth live with their dog, Paden, and 
cat, Augie. They welcome visitors “at any time,” 
they say. Address: 3903 Stuart Ave., Richmond, 
VA 23221. Telephone: (804) 353-3387. W Many 
of the things Heidi Rabinowitz has done since 
leaving Oberlin have been “fairly obie-dobie,” 
she says: two and a half summers at the Omega 
Inst. for Holistic Studies, “a sort of new-age 
camp for grown-ups” that “feels a /ot like Ober- 
lin, only more so,” she says; an internship at the 
Capital Children’s Museum in Washington, 
D.C., working in their deafness exhibit (“thanks 
to ExCo American Sign Language lessons from 
Yvonne Lack 790”); and work in Service Civil 
International work camps in Switzerland and 
England. In August Heidi received her M.L.S. 


NE alums have been asking how they can reach particular 
members of the Oberlin faculty by E-mail. Here’s a formula 
to try: Flastname@ocvaxa.cc.oberlin.edu, where lastname is the last 
name of the faculty person. Not all members of Oberlin’s faculty 
have main-computer accounts, and of those who do, not every one 
reads his or her E-mail regularly. But like the rest of the world, 
more and more Oberlin people are going on line all the time, so it’s 
worth a try. To reach College administrators, a similar formula 
prevails: Plastname@ocvaxa.cc.oberlin.edu. ‘The same caveats apply. 

As most of you who are on the Internet oc-alum list or who 
are listed in the Oberlin College Alumni E-mail Directory know, 
the electronic Oberlin Alumni Magazine became accessible by 
modem and anonymous FTP in December. (I apologize for sub- 
jecting directory listees to the onslaught of names in the header 
of my E-mail announcement. [’Il learn how to suppress the names 
before I send another message, I promise.) 

For those who did not receive that cruelly packaged message, 
here’s the scoop: 

All four 1993 issues of the Oberlin Alumni Magazine are now 
accessible over modem and the Internet. Even with delays, due 


to a slew of problems, ours is still—we think—the first com- 
plete alumni magazine to go electronic. 

As I mentioned in the summer issue of the OAM, we for- 
matted the magazine in Adobe Acrobat, so the magazine you 
can now download to your computer looks just like the maga- 
zine you receive via snail mail, with what we hope you'll con- 
sider a few minor exceptions. (Some covers are in black and 
white, and a few typefaces—mostly in ads—are different.) Please 
note that you need the commercial product Acrobat Reader or 
Acrobat Exchange to view the magazine. (More about this below.) 

Here’s how to get the files: 

e To connect via modem, dial (216) 775-8885. The con- 
nection should work for all baud rates between 300bps and 
14.4kpbs. Follow the directions you see when you connect. 
First register as a new user; then log on to the BBS. After 
selecting a terminal, you will find an option to download the 
files to your computer. The summer and fall issues take 
about two hours to download at 9600 baud, I’m afraid, but 
the winter and spring issues should only take about 50 min- 
utes each. (I’m going to learn more about compressing the 
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degree from U. Pittsburgh. She lives in Miami, 
where her fiancé, Jonathan Estrin—whom she 
met in library school and who grew up in Cleve- 
has a job as a college librarian for Florida 
International U. She is in her “dream job,” she 


land 


says, as a children’s librarian in the Broward 
County public library system. The facility is also 
a center for library services to the hearing im- 
paired, and Heidi is the youth-services liaison 
for Deaf Services. W Jessica Rubenstein was 
recently hired by Euclid Ave. United Methodist 
Church in Wilmette, IIl., to direct its program 
of Christian education. W After receiving her 
M.A. degree in teaching from Brown U. in 1992 
Beth Rubin moved to California with her “part- 
ner/companion/good buddy,” as she calls him, 
Dave Wish. She taught in the Newcomer Pro- 
gram for newly arrived Mexican immigrants in 
“notorious East Palo Alto” for a year, she says. 
This year she is part of a 17-person staff starting 
up anew, restructured urban high school. “Its an 
incredible amount of work,” Beth says; and ex- 
tends an “open invitation to all Obies in the area 
and interested in education to come take a look.” 
Address: 87 Aloha Ave., San Francisco, CA 
94122. Telephone: (415) 753-3768. W In July 
Kenneth Tarver sang the role of the Roman 
emperor Titus in the Wolf Trap Opera produc- 
tion of Mozart’s La Clemenza di Tito, and in 
August sang Don Curzio in Wolf Trap’s Mar- 


riage of Figaro. Kenneth, a light tenor, was pro- 
filed in the Aug. 19 edition of the Washington 
Post. Having trained in dance as well as singing, 
Kenneth told the Post reporter that for opera 
“You can’t just depend on your voice. You have 
to know how to act and move and really be in 
shape. The whole body is a part of the perfor- 
mance. I warm up my body—stretching and 
exercising—as well as my voice before I go on 
stage.” Kenneth is also in the Metropolitan 
Opera’s Young Artists Program, having won the 
Met auditions in 1991. His long-range plans 
include finding a format—perhaps a television 
show something like the shows on MTV with 
backstage visits and interviews—to introduce 
opera artists to the public. W Wendy Weiner 
married Scott Pittman Sept. 12. Obies attending 
the wedding were David Lieber ’84, Abigail 
Banker, Kellyann Hall, and Sara Rosenfeld. Wendy 
and Scott live in New York City. W John and 
Janine Penfield Winters have moved to Yellow 
Springs, Ohio, where John has a new job as 
director of the Antioch Coll. Bookstore. Janine 
is in her fourth year of medical school. “We are 
happy,” Janine says “to announce the birth of 
Elisif Kathleen Penfield Winters on Aug. 19.” 
Address: 833 Xenia Ave., #2, Yellow Springs, 
OH 45387. Telephone: (513) 767-1505. W 
Deborah Gabelnick is working on her master’s 
degree in school psychology at Tufts U. 


i 990 Meredith Cornett and Ethan 


Perry (Tufts ’91) were married in a civil 
ceremony in Panama in 1992. After Meredith 
finished two years as a Peace Corps volun- 
teer in Panama, the couple returned to the 
states, where they had a Quaker marriage 
ceremony September 5. Obies at the wed- 
ding were Karen Ashby, Wendy Call, Chris- 
tine Douglas, Diana Dumitru, and Cassandra 
Luckhardt ’92. Meredith is enrolled in a 
graduate program in forest ecology at U. 
Minnesota. W A fourth-year graduate stu- 
dent in anthropology at Indiana U., Karen 
Kessel has been awarded a 1993-94 Fulbright 
grant to conduct her dissertation research in 
the Commonwealth of Dominica. Her 12- 
16 months of fieldwork there is also being 
funded by a research fellowship from the 
Indiana Center on Global Change and World 
Peace and by a PIRT-Hewlett Foundation 
predissertation fellowship from the Popula- 
tion Inst. for Research and Training. W 
Pamela Lew is in her third year of law school 
at U. California-Los Angeles. She hopes to 
practice in an area involved with workers’ 
rights or environmental justice. She fre- 
quently gets together with Mike SooHoo to 
discuss Asian American politics. W Nadia 
Malinovich is in her third year of graduate 
school, studying history at U. Michigan. 


files before I put this winter/spring issue into Acrobat.) 

¢ To use FTP (File Transfer Protocol) via the Internet, 
FTP to ftpalum.cc.oberlin.edu. Log in with username anony- 
mous, and use your E-mail address as the password. How you 
use FTP depends on your local setup, so if you haven’t used 
FTP before, you'll have to ask around your location for help. 

In my December announcement about going on line, I asked 
for reactions to having access to an electronic OAM. About 40 
people replied. The consensus seems to be that our going on 
line is a good thing, but that your having to buy software to 
access the files is not. 
We’re approaching 
the problem part of 
this feedback in a 
couple of ways. 

One way is to see 
if we can work out a 
deal with Adobe or 
its distributor whereby 
we purchase Acrobat 
Readers at a substan- 
tially reduced price 
and pass on the sav- 
ings to you. (Dis- 
mail-order 
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Oberlin College physics professor Bruce Richards “6! 
enjoys E-mail correspondence with several of 
his former students. “It’s an easy way to 
communicate,” he says. Mostly using his Internet 
connection with alumni for socializing, he also 
exchanges advice and information. 


count 
houses are still ask- 
ing upwards of $25 
for the reader.) An- 


other way is to forego the snazzy formatting of Acrobat for that 
of a more modest electronic publication, perhaps employing 
HyperText Markup Language (HTML), used in the World Wide 
Web project and the National Center for Supercomputing Ap- 
plications’ Mosaic system. 

I’ve looked into other document-exchange products on the 
market, too. Some, unlike Acrobat, don’t require a reader, but 
they don’t preserve the exact formatting of the publication ei- 
ther, and/or they can’t handle a document the size of our maga- 
zine. If we have to give up our fancy formatting, it would be 
better to use a public program like HTML, it seems to me, than 
a commercial product. 

Do any of you have access to Acrobat Reader or Acrobat 
Exchange software? I understand from John Brown ’33—who, 
unfortunately, had already bought a copy of Acrobat Reader— 
that Apple is selectively distributing the software as a freebie on 
CD-ROM. If you can read our on-line files, you’d do me a huge 
favor by taking a look at the electronic OAM and giving me 
your reactions. Truthfully, even if you don’t have Acrobat or 
don’t even like the idea of an electronic magazine, I’m inter- 
ested in your opinions, so please don’t hesitate to send me any 
correspondence at all on this venture. 

For the worried: No, we do not anticipate eliminating the 
paper version of the alumni magazine. 

For the curious: I will be giving a demonstration of the elec- 
tronic magazine at this year’s commencement-reunion weekend, 
Mudd Room 212, 4:00 p.m. Saturday, May 28. Hope to see 
many of you there! 
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1990 conTINUED 

Address: 410 High St., Ann Arbor, MI 
48104. Telephone: (313) 994-3086. W Lynn 
Morneweck says she took her time, “but Pve 
finally finished a master of arts degree with 
teaching certification in music at Rutgers U.” 
Lynn teaches K-8 general and vocal music “down 
the shore” in Belmar, N.J. As if actually working 
weren’t traumatic enough, she says, she’s moved 
out of her parents’ home and into a “wonderful” 
apartment that she shares with her rabbit and 
two guinea pigs. Address: 159 A Stony Hill Rd., 
Eatontown, NJ 07724. Telephone: (908) 542- 
8863. W Raegen Rasnic is a second-year law 
student at U. California—Hastings Coll. of the 
Law. She says she “lives happily with her dog and 
causes political upheaval as a member of Food 
Not Bombs, a loosely-organized guerrilla soup 
kitchen.” Address: 649 Page St. #9, San Fran- 
cisco, CA 94117. E-mail: columbine@igc.apc.org. 


Tito’s List Becomes 
Andy’s List; 
Digest Version, Too 


he electronic oc-alum mail list 

that Tito Sciortino ’90 started 
in June (see “Alumni Meet on 
Tito’s List for Argument, Agree- 
ment, and Amusement” in the 
Summer 1993 OAM) and main- 
tained through January has passed 
into the hands of Andy Rowan ’83. 
Andy is a Ph.D. student at Rutgers 
University’s Center for Remote 
Sensing and Spatial Analysis. 

To subscribe to oc-alum, send 
an E-mail message to oc-alum- 
request@ocean.rutgers.edu with the 
following on the subject line of the 
message: “subscribe my-email-address,” 
where my-email-address is your E- 
mail address. In the body of the mes- 
sage give your name and Oberlin 
College class year. Subscriptions re- 
main free. 

Andy has started a new service for 
alums who prefer a little less activity 
in their mailboxes—he combines 
messages into one metamessage and 
sends it out every 8 to 12 hours. To 
subscribe to the digest, send your 
subscription request to oc-alum-d- 
request@ocean.rutgers (note the d in 
the digest-request address). —LKG 
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V Karen Segar and Muffet, her feline compan- 
ion of 17 years, have left New York City, where 
she was working at the New York Assoc. for 
New Americans to help resettle recent Jewish 
immigrants from the former Soviet Union. 
Now Karen and Muffet are in Bloomington, 
where Karen has a fellowship for her first year 
in the Dept. of Sociology at Indiana U. Ad- 
dress: 756 S. Lincoln St., Bloomington, IN 
47401. Telephone: (812) 339-5307. E-mail: 
ksegar@isrmail.soc.indiana.edu. W After stints 
at Time Warner and Sony/Columbia Pictures, 
Nikhil Srinivasan is now involved with the launch 
of a new cable music channel and other multi- 
media activities for Bertelsmann Music Group 
in New York. W Matthew Stoecker recently 
passed his qualifying exams for the Ph.D. degree 
in microbiology at U. Washington. He is study- 
ing biodegradation of toxic compounds by bac- 
teria, and will write his dissertation on that 
subject. Address: 5007 40th Ave. NE, Seattle, 
WA, 98105. E-mail: quinnt@u.washington.edu. 
Vv In May Laura Toepfer graduated with high 
honors from the Educational Interpreter Train- 
ing Program at Rensselaer Inst. of Technology’s 
National Technical Inst. for the Deaf. She is 
working as a classroom interpreter in Monroe 
County, N.Y. This fall she adopted a kitten 
named Godzilla. W Barry Vaughan is a graduate 
student in psychology at Johns Hopkins U. 
specializing in human visual attention and 
perception. “I really miss OC’s library,” he says. 
“The one here is basically a large hole in the 
ground.” Address: 116 W. University Pkwy., 
Apt. 509, Baltimore, MD 21210. E-mail: 
barryvon@jhuvms.hcf.jhu.edu. W On Feb. 1 
James Wyatt became pastor of two small churches 
near Steubenville, Ohio—the Brilliant United 
Methodist Church and the Rush Run United 
Methodist Church. His address: 816 Second St., 
Brilliant, OH 43913. E-mail: jwwyatt@aol.com. 


I99I Jennifer Bickham and German 
Mendez were married Aug. 8, 1992. Attending 
the wedding were Erika Bohn, Chris Dearth, 
Leah Wahrhaftig Jeri, Lamont O’Neil, Andrew 
Rhim, Greg Romero, Betsy Carlin’92, and Cynthia 
Villacis 93. Jennifer and German live in Davis, 
Calif. Address: 1341 Drake Dr., #C, Davis, CA 
95616. Telephone: (916) 757-6163. W Andrew 
Campbell and Katie McLin were married in 
Salem, Oreg., June 5. Obies at the wedding 
were: Jeremy Denk and Nathan MacBrien, both 
90; Dan Bostwick; Amanda Grettie; Alicia Huang; 
Ellen Fuchs ’92; and Jamie Campbell 94. Hav- 
ing completed their masters degrees in piano 
and violin performance, respectively, at Indiana 
U. in 1993, Andrew and Katie are pursuing their 
doctorates at U. Michigan. Address: 1696-13 
Cram Circle, Ann Arbor, MI 48105. W Dan 
Frankowski isin Hungary fora year ona Fulbright 


scholarship, accompanied by Melissa Skeans 92. 
He earned his master’s degree in computer sci- 
ence in June from U. Minnesota, studying trans- 
mission of digital audio across computer net- 
works. Melissa has had a rewarding job, Dan 
says, with the Healthcare Education and Re- 
search Foundation, studying outcomes and ad- 
herence to recommended treatment guidelines 
in the state of Minnesota. Address: c/o Elaine 
Frankowski, 243 Bedford St. SE, Minneapolis, 
MN 55414. ¥ Ann Gilbert is learning assistance 
intern in Oberlin’s Office of Student Academic 
Services. She had worked in the Athletics Dept. 
since graduation. W Kelly Gillespie is a medical 
student at the Uniformed Services U. of the 
Health Sciences, F. Edward Hebert Sch. of 
Medicine in Bethesda. He is a second lieutenant 
in the United States Army. W Having earned a 
master’s degree in professional studies at Cornell 
U., Deidra Hill is coordinator of special pro- 
grams and career advisor in Oberlin’s Office of 
Career Development. W Modi Kwanza is at 
Boston U., earning an M.A. degree in journal- 
ism. He has married Evelyn Hardman, a voice 
major in the conservatory, who is also studying 
in Boston at the New England Conservatory, 
working toward a master’s degree in vocal peda- 
gogy. Last year at a newspapers’ conference held 
in Boston, Modi asked President Bill Clinton a 
question about “cops and police brutality,” he 
says. “It stumped him and all he could say was: 
‘You know, I’ve never thought about it in that 
way, but that’s a very good question.’ [had my 15 
minutes of fame. There were even rumors that I 
might get a spot on CNN for asking The Ques- 
tion. Hmph, hope it gets me a job.” W Adrienne 
McKeown has been cast in the starring role of 
Christine in The Phantom of the Opera in the 
national Music Box tour. Adrienne made her de- 
but with the company this summer in Washing- 
ton, D.C. She married baritone Shuler Hensley 
Sept. 11 in her hometown of York, S.C. W Maria 
Marino-Morales is intern for Latino students 
in Oberlin’s Office of Multicultural Affairs, a 
position she held in 1991-92. Last year she worked 
at the Co-op Bookstore. W Tulia Pereyra-Lynch is 
Commons coordinator for Oberlin’s Office of 
Residential Life; she was assistant Commons 
coordinator last year. W Ike Sanderson and 
Laura Rockey ’93 married this summer in Spring- 
field, Ill. Laura is enrolled in Southern Illinois U. 
Medical Sch., and Ike is pursuing a secondary- 
school teaching certificate in biology. W This fall 
Phoebe Yadon-Larson played Mimi in La Boheme 
with singers from the New York City Opera at 
the Plandome Unitarian Church in Plandome, 
N.Y. The timing forced her to pass up singing at 
the Oberlin Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual Reunion in 
October. She says the church engagement was 
“not nearly so much fun as coming to OC to 
sing cabaret songs, but much more lucrative.” 
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f 992 Violist Kirsten Docter has joined 
the Cavani String Quartet, an ensemble-in- 
residence at the Cleveland Inst. of Music. The 
ensemble members teach chamber music at the 
institute and perform regularly, playing more 
than 30 concerts a year throughout the United 
States. W Paula Friedrich has become a regular 
on Seattle’s poetry-reading circuit, says the Oct. 
5 Seattle Post-Intelligence. According to the pa- 
per, Paula was on the Seattle Writer’s Guild 
team that took fifth place in a September poetry 
competition held in San Francisco called Na- 
tional Slam, in which more than 100 poets par- 
ticipated. W Darcy Beth Hamlin is completing a 
master’s degree in horn performance at the 
Cleveland Inst. of Music. In the fall she won an 
audition for third horn in the Akron Symphony 
Orch., which Alan Balter 66 conducts. W Jack 
Lucentini has joined the Elyria, Ohio, Chronicle 
Telegram, where he covers the towns of Avon, 
Avon Lake, Sheffield, and Sheffield Lake. VW 
James Nelson stayed in Oberlin for a year after 
graduation to finish up a project in visual cogni- 
tion. During that year he completed the project, 
applied to graduate schools, and, on Nov. 7, 
1992, married Allison Schraf—‘“a non-Obie, 
strangely enough,” he says. Matt Cohen and 
Brad Weier were in the wedding party, with 
“lotsa” Obies in attendence, James says. He is 
a graduate student in neuroscience at U. 
Pennsylvania, “probably to continue in visual 
cognition but taking a detour into circadian 
rhythms for a while,” he says. E-mail: 
nelson_j@al.mscf.upenn.edu. W David Simmons 
and Amy Hansen 93 were married at the Church 
of the Good Samaritan in Corvallis, Oreg., Au- 
gust 21. Attending the wedding were Thomas 
Gideon McFadden and Sylvia Bloom and Jenni- 
fer Koviach, both 93. All “joined in revelry and 
libation at a reception given by the bride’s par- 
ents, who,” David says, “own a pair of spurs 
certified to have been owned by General Shurtleff 
of Oberlin statuary fame (no kidding! they really 
do!).” Camping their way across the country, 
the couple was joined by Jason Bivins and Elena 
Pinto-Torres, both ’91, at a reception given in 
Wisconsin by the groom’s parents. David is 
working at Indiana U., and Amy is beginning a 
free-lance seamstress business. Address: 1125 
W. 7th St.., Bloomington, IN 47404. E-mail: 
DASIMMON @ucs.indiana.edu. 


i 99 3 Gavin Chuck is assistant Commons 
coordinator at Oberlin. W Derek Churchill is 
Oberlin’s museum-education intern. W This 
fall Catherine Clarke won a $500 travel award to 
the 1993 International Soc. for Neuroscience 
meeting in Washington, D.C. The award— 
given by the Faculty for Undergraduate Neuro- 
science, a national group—was based on her 
honor’s thesis, “Postnatal Neurogenesis in the 
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Vomeronasal Epithelium of Garter Snakes,” 
which resulted in an abstract she presented at 
the meeting. W James Cook is Oberlin’s assistant 
Commons coordinator. W Joanna Gajewski has 
won a Fulbright grant to study modern litera- 
ture in Argentina. She is studying Silvina 


Ocampo, an author who was the subject of 
Joanna’s Oberlin honors thesis in Spanish. Joanna 
plans to talk to Ocampo and other members of 
her literary circle. W Sylvia Kwon is intern for 
Asian-American students in Oberlin’s Office of 
Multicultural Affairs. 


Help Choose a Trustee for Oberlin College 


Oberlin graduates choose six of Oberlin’s 27 elected 
trustees, voting one into office each fall for a six-year 
term. The Alumni Association’s Trustee Search 
Committee is now seeking candidates for terms 
that begin in January 1996 and later. 


The committee is looking for persons whose stature gives them 
access to the human and material resources required by the 


College. Nominees should: 


* understand and be dedicated to Oberlin’s basic principles 

¢ be committed to a liberal education in the arts and sciences and to the 
undergraduate training of professional musicians 

¢ have the expertise and competence to make sound decisions for Oberlin 

¢ be able and willing to represent alumni interests and concerns in board 


deliberations 


Candidates must hold a degree from the College (earned or honor- 
ary) and must be able to complete the six-year term before reaching 
the mandatory retirement age of 75. Nominators need not secure 
proposed candidates’ permission before nominating them. 


Nominees for the fall 1995 election will be chosen at the Decem- 
ber 1994 meeting of the Trustee Search Committee. 


To submit a nomination, type or print in ink on a separate sheet of 
paper the nominee’s name, class, address, and home and work 


telephone numbers. 


In addition, please answer these three questions, briefly: 
¢What have been your nominee’s significant accomplishments and activities 


since graduation? 


¢What are the most important qualities your nominee would bring to the board? 
eHow has your nominee demonstrated his or her commitment to Oberlin 


College? 


Please send nominations to: 


Midge Wood Brittingham, Executive Director, Oberlin College Alumni 
Association, Bosworth Hall, Oberlin, OH 44074-1089 


Include your name, class, address, 
and home and work telephone numbers. 
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Losses 


in the 


Oberlin 


FACULTY Edward Tak-Wah Wong, 
Dec. 26, 1993, in Oberlin at age 69. He 
was professor emeritus of mathematics. 
His Memorial Minute will be published 


in a future issue of the alumni magazine. 


STAFF Shirley May Stanfield, Oct. 22, 
1993, in Oberlin. She was 65. For 28 years 
she was a payroll clerk in the College 
controller’s office. She retired in 1991. 
Her husband, Keith, who worked in the 
College stockroom, died in 1973. Survi- 
vors include five children, six grandchil- 
dren, and a great-grandchild. 


1918 Luther Ray Stroh, Sept. 27, 
1993, in Burnsville, Minn., four days be- 
fore his 97th birthday. Having earned his 
A.B. degree in geology, he was a topogra- 
pher with the U.S. Corps of Army Engi- 
neers in 1919-20, a year after joining the 
corps as a private. He managed oil-field 
warehouses in Oklahoma for two years 
before becoming manager of a hardware 
store in Illinois in 1924. Adding a plumb- 
ing and heating business, he eventually 
gave up the hardware store to concen- 
trate on the newer venture. In 1961 he 
retired to Harbinger, Tex., and moved to 
Burnsville, Minn., in September 1993. 
Survivors include his wife, Eva; two chil- 
dren; seven grandchildren; 11 great- 
grandchildren; two brothers; a sister; and 
nieces and nephews. 


| 9 | 9 Lewis Eleazer Davis, Nov. 17, 
1993, of congestive heart failure at age 96 
in Palo Alto, Calif. Son of missionaries 
Lydia Lord and Francis Davis, Class of 
1889, he was the first Shansi representa- 
tive and went to China in 1918 to teach 
English. His mother had helped establish 
the Shansi Assoc. after his father and other 
Oberlin missionaries were killed in the 
Boxer Rebellion. A graduate of Columbia 
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U., in 1920 he became a bank officer in 
the Far East, where he worked 10 years. 
He continued his banking career in New 
York until, at age 44, he entered the U.S. 
Naval Reserve in 1941. Completing train- 
ing in the Navy Sch. of Military Govern- 
ment, he earned an M.A. degree in politi- 
cal science and promotion to lieutenant 
commander. His war duties included ser- 
vice abroad and, in the U.S., participa- 
tion in Operation Coronet, a plan for the 
invasion of Japan. After the war he re- 
sumed his banking career with Bank of 
America, much of it as manager of the 
Bangkok branch. He was acting head of 
the Asian Div. in the bank’s international 
banking department when he retired in 
1962. Survivors include a brother, John 
Lord 718, four stepchildren, two grandsons, 
12 step-grandchildren, two great-grand- 
daughters, and 11 step-great-grandchildren. 


Clara Clark Beggs Hoselton, Dec. 25, 
1993, in St. Petersburg, Fla. She would 
have turned 99 Jan. 10. She was, briefly, a 
director of physical education at Kentucky 
Coll. for Women, for Drury Coll., and 
for the Austin, Ill., YMCA Women’s 
Dept. She did stenographic, secretarial, 
and sales work as well, and for about 14 
years was a social caseworker. She spent 
some years working in her first husband’s 
photographic-chemical laboratory and 
doing promotional work for his business. 
A former vice-president of the Oberlin 
Women’s Club of Chicago, until two years 
before her death she attended Oberlin re- 
gional meetings in Florida, where she had 
moved from Illinois in 1953. She is sur- 
vived by a stepson, a nephew, and a niece. 


| 920 Ruby Chavalier Carroll, Nov. 
11, 1993 in Cleveland. Born in 1897, she 
taught piano and violin and played pro- 
fessionally, including as accompanist, in 
the Cleveland area. Schools at which she 
taught include the Cleveland Sch. of Mu- 
sic, the Old Trail School, and the 
Baldwin-Wallace Conservatory. She also 
taught privately. She was a former officer 
in several area clubs. Nieces, nephews, and 
cousins survive. 


William Harper Pope, Sept. 20, 1993, 
in Columbus, Ohio, at age 94. After earn- 
ing his B.A. degree from Dartmouth Coll., 
he served in the U.S. Navy during WWI. 
He worked in real estate and was a found- 
ing member of Christ Presbyterian 
Church of Sylvania, Ohio. His second 
wife, the former Lois Monosmith ’25, 


died in 1990. Survivors include four 
daughters, 10 grandchildren, and five 
great-grandchildren. 


| 9) | Wilma Ludwig Anderson, Nov. 
11, 1993, in Boca Raton, Fla., at age 93. 
Having earned her Oberlin A.B. degree 
in French and her M.A. degree, from 
Western Reserve U. (now Case Western 
Reserve U.), in Romance languages, she 
taught French in northern Ohio. She or- 
ganized the Medina County Oberlin 
Alumni Club in 1962, six years before 
moving to Florida. She is survived by her 
sister, Naomi “Dutch” Longacre ’21; a 
step-daughter; a niece, Mary Houseman 
Hoh ’55; and four nephews. 


John Sawyer Marsh, Nov. 28, 1993, in 
Bradford, Vt. He was 95. He and his wife 
were missionaries in Southern Rhodesia 
(now Zimbabwe) for 30 years and later 
served churches in New England. Surviv- 
ing are three children, four grandchildren, 
and a great-grandchild. 


Raymond Tyson Moyer, Sept. 29, 1993, 
in Stonington, Conn., at age 94. The 
fourth Shansi representative, his legacy to 
the Shansi Assoc. is the creation of what 
has become Shanxi Agricultural U. Re- 
turning to the United States, he earned a 
Ph.D. degree in agriculture from Cornell 
U. in 1941. He went back to Asia as head 
of the Far East Div. of the U.S. Dept. of 
Agriculture’s Office of Foreign Agricul- 
tural Relations. President Harry S Truman 
later appointed him a member of the Joint 
Commission on Rural Reconstruction in 
China, which he served while concurrently 
directing the U.S. economic-aid mission 
in ‘Taiwan. He later continued in agricul- 
tural development with UUNRA, the 
Ford Foundation, the U.S. Dept. of Agri- 
culture, the Economic Cooperation 
Admin., and AID. The Republic of China 
awarded him the Order of Propitious 
Clouds, and both Oberlin and Seoul Na- 
tional U. gave him honorary doctorates. 
He is survived by three daughters, includ- 
ing Joan Root ’50 and Ann Scharff ’53; 10 
grandchildren; and 15 great-grandchildren. 


1922 Lois Rinehart Newsom, Oct. 
12, 1993, of natural causes in Potomac, 
Md. Born Oct. 28, 1900, she lived in 
Pelham, N.Y., for 40 years and moved to 
Salisbury, Conn., when her husband—the 
late Earl Newsom ’21, a former trustee of 
the College—retired. Her brother, H. 
Wade Rinehart ’21, preceded her in death. 
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Survivors include a son, John R. 47; a 
daughter; three grandchildren; and eight 
great-grandchildren. 


Eleanor Clark Ronnei, Oct. 29, 1993, 
in Wilmington, Del., at age 91 after a 
long illness. She was a former director of 


the New York League for the Hard of 
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Memorial Minute 


ALFRED CARY 
SCHLESINGER 


Professor of Classics 
1900-1993 


By 
Nathan Greenberg 


lfred Cary Schlesinger came to 

Oberlin in fall 1935 as assistant pro- 
fessor of classics and served in the de- 
partment until his retirement in 1965. 

He was born February 17, 1900, in 
College Point, N.Y., and graduated from 
Williams College, summa cum laude, in 
1921. In the interim—in 1917-18, dur- 
ing World War I—he had served in the 
U.S. Army’s Officers Candidate School 
Program. He continued the study of the 
classics at Princeton University, where 
he received the M.A. in 1923 and the 
Ph.D. in 1924, very speedy for graduate 
study in that field. He returned to Wil- 
liams in 1924 and taught there until he 
made the move to Oberlin. 

His specialty was Greek tragedy, but 
he was a professional, prepared to work 
in many areas. Correspondence in the 
archives indicates that he came to the 
rescue of Oberlin in 1943 to teach phys- 
ics. An arresting parallel is that his col- 
league of long standing, the late Charles 
T. Murphy, also a classicist, was teach- 
ing physics at the same time at Prince- 
ton. To be sure, this was wartime and 
the country had to mobilize its resources. 

A more impressive witness to his pro- 
fessionalism are the volumes on the his- 
torian Livy that he produced for the 
Loeb Classical Library. There are 14 siz- 
able volumes in the Loeb Library edi- 
tion of Livy, and Professor Schlesinger 
was called upon to take over in the 
middle of Volume 12. He completed the 
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Hearing, a pioneer in the field of audiol- 
ogy and the teaching of hearing-impaired 
children, an author and lecturer, and a 
teacher at Columbia U. and several New 
York teaching hospitals. Survivors in- 
clude a niece, Lois-Karen Williams ’54; 
a nephew; and six great-nieces and 
great-nephews. 


volume and added Volumes 13 and 14 
admirably. It is important to note that 
the cultural distance between Livy and 
Greek tragedy is immense. 

Three aspects are to be noted: first, 
the editing of such volumes is a matter 
of professional prestige, and the assign- 
ment is ordinarily given to experts on 
the author. 

Second, the demands of such editing 
are wide. The Loeb Library has been 
for many years the major entry for the 
English-speaking world into Greek and 
Latin literature and culture, and these 
editions have become increasingly im- 
portant. Not everyone can do the trans- 
lating with ease and fluency, but Profes- 
sor Schlesinger was a talented transla- 
tor. Further, the Loeb volumes de- 
manded commentary and editorial judg- 
ment, which he supplied in abundance— 
all this in an area he did not call his own. 

Finally, Alfred Schlesinger made this 
large contribution with characteristic 
modesty. He was not one to trumpet his 
achievements, and it may be held that 
his contribution to Livy studies did not 
receive the appreciation it deserved. His 
view seems to have been that such edit- 
ing was what classicists did, and a com- 
petent classicist—which is what he 
clearly was—should be able to do the 
job in any area of the classics, whether 
one’s specialty or not. 

He deemed other areas of activity ap- 
propriate. He served as president of the 
Ohio Classical Conference and was a 
faithful member of the Oberlin Rotary 
Club. His interest in drama was wide 
and expressed itself in creative adapta- 
tions of classical themes. He wrote a play 
extending the Prometheus theme to a 
second play—as the poet Shelley did in 
his own day. He also wrote an Ismene, 
concentrating upon the more modest 
role played by Antigone’s sister in 
Sophocles’ play. His Ismene was pre- 
sented by Mummers, an Oberlin student 
drama organization, in December 1957. 

His major interest in Greek drama was 


1923 Doris Griffey Mathers, June 
20, 1993, in Conneaut, Ohio. She was 94. 
For 23 years she taught French, Spanish, 
and English in high schools in Ohio and 
Pennsylvania. Later she sold real estate 
in Florida. Survivors include a nephew. 


Maxine LaPorte Plank, Oct. 27, 1993, 


represented by two books and an im- 
pressive series of learned articles. Again, 
it is characteristic of his modesty that 
there is no official list of his publications 
in the archives. Publication was for the 
benefit of those interested in the topic. 

His doctoral dissertation, “The Gods 
in Greek Tragedy, a Study of Ritual Sur- 
vivals in Fifth-Century Drama,” was 
published in 1927. His major interest in 
Greek drama was recognized in the in- 
vitation to deliver the Martin Classical 
Lectures, which appeared as “Boundaries 
of Dionysus: Athenian Foundations for 
the Theory of Tragedy” in 1963. 

He was a model of unworldly integ- 
rity—but at the same time he had a wide 
reputation for humor. The Oberlin 
Alumni Magazine once called him one 
of Oberlin’s favorite toastmasters. One 
review of his Livy volumes said: “It is 
regrettable that these last three extant 
books of Livy have afforded the transla- 
tor no opportunity to display the dry wit 
for which he is famous among the stu- 
dents of Classics at Oberlin College.” 

His humor had a New England brev- 
ity of style, a dry wit, and a strict view 
of virtue. He clearly recognized the ri- 
diculous in us all, but he also recog- 
nized a strict and classical measure in 
all things. He was content neither to 
seek the limelight nor, interestingly, to 
avoid it. And when he was in the lime- 
light, he handled the occasion with both 
gentleness and understatement. One of 
the high moments in his lectures was 
when he got to the end of his discussion 
of Euripides’ Electra and noted that the 
announced betrothal of Electra to 
Pylades was “a reward which he did not 
deserve.” As a tribute to his memory, I shall 
not explain, just as Alfred did not explain. 

He died on April 26, 1993, in 
Williamstown, Massachusetts. 


NATHAN GREENBERGS professor 
of classics. This Memorial Minute was 
adopted by the General Faculty of Oberlin 
College December 21, 1993. 
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in Aurora, Ohio. Born July 1, 1899, she 
earned a B.L.S. degree from Western Re- 
serve U. (now Case Western Reserve U.) 
in 1943. Beginning in 1924 she was a 
teacher and librarian in Cleveland sub- 
urbs for about 50 years. Her husband, 
Laurence ’22, died in 1964. 


| 924 Lillian Matthews Lloyd, Nov. 
11, 1993, in Virginia Beach, Va., of a heart 
attack at age 93. Active in the Oberlin 
Dramatic Assoc., after leaving the Col- 
lege, she directed theatricals for the John 
B. Rogers Co. She came from a strong 
Oberlin family, which included her 
mother, Adéle Matthews Matthews ’89, 
06; and brothers, Theron and Gerald, 
who attended the academy. Surviving are 
her son, James °51; daughter, Ann-Adeéle 
°57; five grandchildren, including Chris 
Lloyd ’91; and sister, Helen Duduit ’24. 


| 928 Nolan Conner Gunn, Nov. 12, 
1993, in Hendersonville, N.C., at age 89. 
He retired in 1970 as budget director of 
United Community Services in Detroit. 
Earlier, he had been a controller and 
accountant in industry. He held offices 
in Hendersonville’s Welcome Wagon 
Club and the Henderson County Men- 
tal Health Assoc. His wife, the former 
Mary McFarland ’28, survives, along 
with a son, two granddaughters, and a 
great-granddaughter. 


Ruth Eichleay Harrison, Sept. 10, 1993, 
in Locust Valley, N.Y., at age 86. Art di- 
rector of the Hi-O-Hi during her senior 
year, she earned her A.B. degree in art 
history. She was a commercial artist and 
supervisor of art for the Mt. Lebanon 
(Penn.) Schs. before directing and own- 
ing the Ad-Art Studio for four years. She 
served several civic organizations, includ- 
ing the Ho-Ho-Kus (N.J.) PTA, of which 
she was president. She attended her 65th 
Oberlin reunion. Her husband, Arthur, 
survives, as do two children, including 
Barbara Havill ’66, and two grandchildren. 


Helen Schieber Oyston, Jan. 9, 1994, in 
Akron, Ohio. She was 87. A retired piano 
teacher, she was a member of several as- 
sociations, including the local Oberlin 
Women’s Club. Surviving are two daugh- 
ters and nine grandchildren. 


Gordon Spelman, Nov. 22, 1993, in 
Oberlin at age 86. After working mainly 
in industrial sales and purchasing for about 
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25 years, he joined Kent State U. as a 
purchasing agent in 1954. He retired in 
1973 as KSU’s director of purchasing. He 
was a former member of the Kewanee, 
Ill., YMCA Board of Directors and was a 
member of several civic and church 
groups. His wife, the former Kathleen 
MacLaury ’28, survives. 


| 929 Juanita Wright Nelson, Sept. 
19, 1993, in Houston. She was 87. She 
earned the K.P.T. degree at Oberlin, an 
A.B. degree at West Virginia State Coll. 
Inst., and an M.A. degree at Marshall U. 
For 41 years she taught primary grades in 
Charleston, W.V. She was also a critic 
teacher for West Virginia State Coll. A 


daughter survives. 


Marguerite Jamison Rousher, Oct. 14, 
1993, in Youngstown, Ohio, at age 84. 
She earned the K.P.T. degree at Oberlin 
and taught for two years. She volunteered 
in civic and church groups. Mother of four 
children, in 1969 she had 12 grandchildren. 


Ruby Boigegrain Klinger Schuele Shea, 
Oct. 25, 1993, in Burlington, Iowa. She was 
born Apr. 10, 1909, and graduated from 
the Oberlin Kindergarten Training Sch. She 
taught kindergarten and first and second 
grades in Wooster, Ohio, for 18-1/2 years. 
She had two children and 5 grandchildren. 


Survivors include her husband, William. 


| 93 | Ida May Flickinger, May 21, 
1993, in Alexandria, Va. Born Aug. 11, 
1909, she earned an M.A. degree in biol- 
ogy at Columbia Teachers Coll. She 
worked in personnel and did social group 
work for the Girl Scouts, the federal gov- 
ernment, St. Elizabeth’s (Washington, 
D.C.) Hosp., George Washington U., and 
the American Assoc. of University Women. 
She retired in 1976 as personnel director 
of Teledyne Geotech in Alexandria. She 
volunteered in the 1960 Science-Conser- 
vatory Building Fund Campaign and in 
many community activities in retirement. 


Elizabeth Hanson Jackson, April 29, 
1993, in Painesville, Ohio, at age 83. She 
held a master’s degree in religious educa- 
tion from Andover Newton Theological 
Sch. and was a religious-education direc- 
tor. In her 80s she was still doing hospi- 
tal-volunteer work, which she had carried 
on over 25 years. 


Katharine Kuhn Cairns Rothenberger, 
Nov. 17, 1993, six days after her 84th 


birthday in Hockessin, Del. A home- 
maker, she also worked in real estate. Her 
first husband, Robert Cairns 7°30, prede- 
ceased her. Survivors include her husband, 
Lyle; three sons, including Michael Cairns 
"62 and R. Christopher Cairns 65; a 
daughter, Lindsay Lawrence 59; and 11 
grandchildren. 


| 932 Eileen Newcomb Bentley, July 
26, 1993, in St. Augustine, Fla., at age 
83. She held an M.S. degree from State 
U. New York. During WWI she was 
chief of employee relations with the U.S. 
Army ‘Transportation Corps. She taught 
in Poughkeepsie Public Schs. and at 
Dutchess Community Coll. from 1957 to 
1975, when she also was an advisor for 
student teaching at Vassar and Marist col- 
leges. When she and her husband moved 
to St. Augustine in 1978, they volunteered 
in the Florida Sch. for the Deaf and Blind. 


‘Three sons survive. 


| 934 Eugene Henry Conway, Nov. 
18, 1993, in Oberlin at age 82. He had 
sold industrial products and cars. He is 


survived by a daughter, three grandchil- 
dren, and a sister, Esther Ahlm ’25. 


Anne Woodbury Hepp, Nov. 13, 1993, 
in Burien, Wash., of congestive heart fail- 
ure. She was 80. She earned both bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees at Oberlin. She and 
her husband, the late Maylon Hepp 734, 
lived in Granville, Ohio, for many years 
while he taught at Denison U. The couple 
founded the Granville Society of Friends 
in 1947. An eight-year member of the 
Granville school board, she was also ac- 
tive in service and Quaker organizations. 
Surviving are two daughters, including 
Barbara Tandy ’64, and a son, David ’69. 


| 935 Jean Fitch Rockwell, Sept. 29, 
1993, in Sooke, B.C., Canada. She was 
76. She and her late husband helped mi- 
grant farmers who left the Dust Bowl dur- 
ing the Great Depression. Later she 
worked for the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture’s 
agricultural-marketing administration, 
helping to create the food-stamp and school- 
lunch programs. She lived in Fairfax, Calif., 
much of her adult life. Two sons survive. 


| 936 David Henry Pinkney, May 26, 
1993, in Seattle, Wash., at age 78. An 
emeritus professor of history at U. Wash- 
ington, he was a past president of the 
American Historical Assoc. and an inter- 
nationally renowned scholar of French 
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history. He earned his Ph.D. from 
Harvard U. and served in the Office of 
Strategic Services and the U.S. Navy. He 
helped found the Soc. for French His- 
torical Studies and served terms on its 
Executive Committee and as its president. 
He was a former editor of the journal 
French Historical Studies. Holder of an hon- 
orary doctorate from U. Nantes, he was a 
fellow of the American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences. His daughter and two 
grandchildren survive. 


| 937 Stanley Kittredge Gutelius, 
Jan. 5, 1994, in Sun City Center, Fla. Born 


OBERLIN 


Memorial Minute 


FRANCIS XAVIER 
ROELLINGER 


Professor of English 
1907-1993 


By 
David P. Young 


| Fipeas Xavier Roellinger, known to 
his friends and colleagues as Frank, 
was born May 18, 1907, and died March 
28, 1993, at the age of 85. He is survived 
by his wife, 
the former 
Pitzer tires 
Elizabeth 
Greenwood, 
and by his 
ehildren, 
Wa eorarert 
Leary Miller 
and Frank 
Roellinger, 
T6677, 
Frank’s edu- 
cation beyond high school was entirely 
at the University of Michigan: a B.A. in 
1929, an M.A. in 1931, and a Ph.D. in 
1938. He had been a teaching fellow 
there from 1932 to 1938, and took a job 
as an instructor at Yale from 1938 to 
1940. In the fall of that year he came to 
Oberlin, where he taught for 32 years, 
retiring in 1973. 
Frank’s scholarly interests covered 
Victorian literature, literary criticism and 
theory, and the work of Henry James. 
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Oct. 19, 1915, he graduated from Ober- 
lin Phi Beta Kappa and earned his M.D. 
degree at U. Michigan. He served three 
years in Europe as a battalion surgeon 
during WWII and won a bronze star. He 
was a country doctor, mostly in Trumans- 
burg, N.Y., for 31 years. After retiring to 
Florida in 1978 he practiced with a health 
clinic for migrant persons for several 
years. He also served on the board—and 
did repairs and maintenance—of a home 
for abused women, and sang in the choir 
of St. Andrew Presbyterian Church in Sun 
City Center. He is survived by his wife, 
the former Margaret Nicol ’37; five chil- 


He published articles on education—one 
each on Ruskin’s and John Stuart Mill’s 
theories of education, one on theories 
of poetry as a form of knowledge, oth- 
ers on Oscar Wilde’s visit to Cleveland 
and on James’s The Turn of the Screw in 
relation to Edwardian psychical research, 
and one called “The Present State of 
Freshman English.” He was probably best 
known, especially in the world of Victo- 
rian scholarship, for his work on E.S. Dal- 
las—a mid-Victorian critic who reviewed 
for The Times, where he criticized such 
worthies as Tennyson, Swinburne, and 
Mrs. Gaskell, and mounted a thoughtful 
critique of the 19th-century glorification 
of private life and individualism in the 
book he is best known for, The Gay Sci- 
ence. Roellinger’s articles on him were 
cited often, not only for their authorita- 
tive handling of this author but as mod- 
els of literary criticism and research. 

The man who produced this scholar- 
ship was, not surprisingly, a dedicated, 
patient, and attentive teacher, one who 
covered, over the years, many different 
courses—including literature, criticism, 
rhetoric, and essay-writing—and who de- 
lighted in introducing students to de- 
manding texts by authors as diverse as 
James, Ruskin, Frank O’Connor, and 
James Joyce. He watched his students’ 
improvements as readers and writers 
with delight and, occasionally, amuse- 
ment, seldom claiming credit for their 
growth but clearly gratified by his quiet 
participation in their progress. 

Frank was less well known than many 
members of Oberlin’s faculty. Retiring 
and socially reticent, he shunned leader- 
ship roles—the number of times he re- 
fused the chairmanship of the English 
department must easily hold the record— 


dren, including Stanley N. ’64; and 10 
grandchildren, including Bruce 95. 


Eleanor Chase Pyers, May 31, 1993, in 
Union City, Ohio, two weeks after her 
78th birthday. She taught kindergarten; 
elementary school, including music; and 
junior high school, retiring in the late 
1970s as English Dept. chair of Northmont 
Jr. H.S. in Englewood, Ohio. She earned 
an M.Ed. degree at Miami U. and was an 
officer in many civic organizations. Two 
sons survive. 


Jane Stanley Rougé, May 11, 1993, in 


and was content to remain in the back- 
ground. He was, nonetheless, what 
people used to call clubbable, always 
ready to enjoy a chat, exchange infor- 
mation, appreciate the work of his col- 
leagues, in the classroom and in their 
publications, and talk about the latest 
movie or television adaptation of a clas- 
sic novel on “Masterpiece Theater.” To 
his younger colleagues Frank was a re- 
assuring presence whose very demeanor 
and good humor spoke of the rewards 
of teaching, and to his peers he was a 
consistently reliable co-worker: steady, 
sensible, and grounded in his values. 

His later years were difficult in some 
ways—it seemed especially unfair that 
this man of almost military bearing and 
commanding height should suffer crip- 
pling bouts of arthritis that took away 
his mobility and gnarled his once-proud 
posture—but he bore his afflictions with 
good grace and courage and lived out 
his final years quietly in The Elms, a 
Wellington, Ohio, nursing home. We 
missed having him among us in the 20 
years between his retirement and his 
death, and we shall miss him still: a 
gentleman through and through, a man 
of letters who taught his students, by 
his example, his dress, and his impec- 
cable manners, the values of being civi- 
lized, well-read, cultivated, and sensible. 
Oberlin has had more flamboyant and 
famous teachers, no doubt, but it owes 
some of its dignity and tradition to the 
example of teacher-scholars like Frank 
Roellinger. 


DavipD P. YOUNG Ss professor of 


English. This \ lemorial Minute was adopted 
by the General Faculty of Oberlin College 
October 26, 1993. 
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Simsbury, Conn. at age 80. A conserva- 
tory graduate, her survivors include a 
daughter. 


194| David Stephen Roberts, Oct. 1, 
LOU3einsreve) will aParedtape ae. 
premed graduate of Oberlin, while wait- 
ing for medical-school classes at U. 
Pennsylvania to begin, he went to work 
for his uncle’s advertising firm, 


Memorial Minute 


RICHARD M. MURPHY 


Professor of Music History 
1915-1993 


By 
Thomas E. Cramer ?41 


Rect Murphy taught music his- 
tory at Oberlin from 1946 until 
his retirement in 1978. After early stud- 
ies of piano with Norman Fraudenstein 
and with Selmar Jansen and of history 
at Columbia College and at the Uni- 
versity of Heidelberg in Germany, he 
received a bachelor of music degree 
from Carnegie Institute of Technol- 
ogy and a doctorate of musicology 
from Yale University. He was the first 
in the conservatory to earn a doctor- 
ate in that discipline. 

In his quietly effective and unfailingly 
polite way, he played an important part 
in the functioning of the conservatory— 
as chair of the history department for 
seven years during a period of consid- 
erable change and expansion, as a mem- 
ber of the Conservatory Council for 
eight years, as chair of graduate studies, 
and as a frequent member of the Edu- 
cational Policy Committee. 

Professor Murphy was known to be 
a popular teacher. Usually there were 
long waiting lists for admission into 
his classes. Many of his students kept 
in touch with him after graduation and 
a number of them became his lifelong 
friends. His lectures were painstak- 
ingly prepared and carefully written 
out. Ad-lib was not his style. In addi- 
tion to teaching the large-enrollment 
survey courses and various area stud- 
ies such as Baroque Music and Ro- 


Clements Co. Fascinated, he left only 
after retirement. Manager of the Horn 
& Hardardt account, he also directed 
the “Horn & Hardardt Children’s 
Hour” Philadelphia television show for 
12 years. He was a pioneer in televising 
food products and had been a food-com- 
mercial consultant to NBC. His WWII 
decorations include the Distinguished 
Flying Cross, the Air Medal with clus- 
ters, the Purple Heart, and the Presi- 


dential Unit Citation. An aunt and two 


cousins survive. 


Miriam Saretzki Watkins, Sept. 6, 1993, 
in Birmingham, Mich. Born Jan. 25, 1920, 
she taught music for 31 years in Ohio 
and Michigan public schools. In the mid- 
1970s she volunteered at the Detroit Inst. 
of Arts and chaired the volunteers there 
in 1975-76. She was also a court watcher. 


Her husband, Edward 741, survives. 


mantic Thought in Music, he intro- 
duced into the curriculum a very di- 
verse group of specialized courses, for 
example Ethnomus-icology, Beethoven 
Quartets, African-American Music, 
Debussy, Collegium Musicum, and his 
favorite, Stravinsky. His teaching of- 
ten bridged the divide between con- 
servatory and college, as in a course 
on Wagner which he offered in col- 
laboration with a professor in the Ger- 
man department, or in the Humanities 
course for which he regularly presented 
two lectures a year, or in his role as 
chair of the College Music Committee 
and advisor to college music students 
for many years. 

Because of the quality of his musico- 
logical research, particularly in Renais- 
sance music for keyboard and fretted in- 
struments, Professor Murphy was given 
an award by the French National Cen- 
ter of Scientific Research that included 
an invitation to participate in the First 
International Lute Colloquium in Paris. 
His contribution to that symposium, a 
paper on the fantasie and ricercare in 
the earliest tablatures of the 16th cen- 
tury, appears in their volume entitled Le 
luth et sa musique. He was awarded a fel- 
lowship by the American Institute of 
Musicology for research in Rome and 
an Oberlin Research Status grant for 
work in Vienna and Rome. He made 
complete transcriptions of more than a 
dozen early tablature books and of pieces 
from about 50 others, including some 
which he did for the celebrated lutenist 
Julian Bream. For a long time he wrote 
reviews for the journals of the Music Li- 
brary Association, the Association of Col- 
lege and Research Libraries, and the 
American Musicological Society. In 
Paris, he took part in planning the in- 
ternational inventory of sources. He was 
a delegate to the National Council of 
the Arts in Education in Washington, 
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D.C., and an active participant in meet- 
ings of the College Music Society, the 
International Association of Music Li- 
brarians, the American Musicological 
Society, the Renaissance Society, and the 
Socteta Italiana di Musicologia. He taught 
one summer 
at Queens 
University in 
Kingston, 
Ontario, and 
one at North- 
western Uni- 
versity, and 
after retire- 
ment served 
twice as vis- 
iting profes- 
sOr at. the 
College of William and Mary. 

While his teaching and scholarship 
are well known, many in the commu- 
nity might be surprised to learn that 
Richard Murphy was an exceedingly fine 
pianist. Students from his classes fre- 
quently commented on how impressed 
they were with his illustrations at the 
keyboard. However, apart from one 
memorable performance of a Hindemith 
concerto with a faculty chamber group, 
his teaching schedule did not allow 
time for the preparation of public re- 
citals. Happily, in his retirement years, 
the leisure to work seriously again at 
the piano was a source of great plea- 
sure and satisfaction. 

Professor Murphy died April 26, 
1993, at the age of 78. Rarely does one 
find the qualities of dedicated teacher, 
skilled performer, thoughtful scholar, 
faithful colleague, and gracious gentle- 
man in such a fine balance. 


THOMAS E, CRAMER is emeritus 
professor of music theory and trombone. This 
memorial minute was adopted by the General 
Faculty of Oberlin College October 26, 1993. 


WINTER/SPRING 


HdVYDOLOHd SAAIHDYV 3D3IT1OD NITWIGO 


1 


OBERLIN 


| 945 Lottie Mae Franklin, Nov. 16, 
1993, in Anderson, Ind. She was 87. An 
ordained minister, her Oberlin degree was 
an A.M. in theology; she held a B.Th. 
degree from Anderson Coll. Before com- 
ing to Oberlin she had been a pastor, 
school teacher, and college instructor. A 
writer and editor throughout her life, from 
1944 to 1972 she edited a church-school 
publication for Warner Press. Later she 
edited Mission Magazine for the Church 
of God. She was on the national board of 
the Women of the Church of God. In 
1979 she won an Alumni Service Award 


from Anderson Coll. 


| 94] Harry Thomas Koplin, Dec. 16, 
1993, in Eugene, Oreg., of cancer at age 
70. After WWII service in Europe, he 
earned a doctorate in economics at 
Cornell U. A Ford Foundation Fellow at 
Oxford U. in 1954, he taught at U. Or- 
egon from 1950 until his retirement in 
1985. In 1966 he won the Ersted Award 
for Distinguished Teaching, which noted 
his “ability to induce students to reason 
and not merely memorize.” He was on 
the advisory board of the Lane County 
(Oreg.) Library and was active in the 
American Civil Liberties Union. Survi- 
vors include three children, a sister, and 
two granddaughters. 


Carolyn MacDaniels Miller, Jan. 8, 
1994, in Ithaca, N.Y. She was 67. She 
taught kindergarten for a few years after 
graduation. Later she served on the boards 
of many civic groups and of the Unitar- 
ian church in Ithaca. She was a fourth- 
generation Oberlin graduate and de- 
scended from Charles Finney. Shortly 
before her death she and her sister do- 
nated to the Oberlin College Archives 
important family papers that bear on the 
19th-century history of Oberlin and the 
country. Her parents were Laurence and 
Frances Cochran MacDaniels, both 712. 
Her maternal grandfather was William C. 
Cochran, Class of 1869, whose parents 
were William Cochran, Class of 1839, and 
Helen Finney Cochran Cox, Class of 
1846. Her maternal grandmother was the 
daughter of George N., Class of 1838, 
and Mary Rudd Allen, Class of 1842. 
Her husband, Robert, survives, as do 
three children; three grandchildren; a 
sister, Ellen Speers ’42; and several 
nieces and nephews. 


1949 Edmund B. Keller, August 23, 
1993, 11 days after his 78th birthday in 
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Frederick, Md. He received his A.B. de- 
gree cum laude from Sioux Falls Coll.; 
his Oberlin degree was a B.D.; and he 
earned a Ph.D. degree from Boston U. 
Graduate Sch. of Theology. He was a min- 
ister at Methodist churches in Massachu- 
setts and Ohio. On the Dept. of Reli- 
gious Studies faculty of Cleveland State 
U., he also taught religious studies at 
John Carroll U. He had four children. 
His wife, Beatrice, and a daughter are 
among his survivors. 


| 954 Charles Rolfe DePuy, Oct. 24, 
1993, in Neshanic Station, N.J., at age 
60, having had chronic obstructive pul- 
monary disease. He followed his Oberlin 
A.B. degree in history with an M.L.S. de- 
gree at Syracuse U. He worked in univer- 
sity libraries in Syracuse; Philadelphia; Port- 
land, Oreg.; and New York City, retiring in 
November 1991. His sister survives. 


| 95/7 Susan Somogyi Alesia, Oct. 11, 
1993, in Elgin, Ill. Born Jan. 7, 1937, she 
earned a master’s degree in social work 
from Case Western Reserve U. For more 
than 20 years she was a social worker for 
the Elgin Public Schs. and secretary for 
the Elgin Cooperative Ministry. Her hus- 
band, Henry; three children; and her sis- 
ter, Li Ogden ’54, survive. 


1964 Dennis Andrew Young, Nov. 12, 
1993, in Canton, Ohio, of a heart attack. 
He was 51. An ophthalmologist—he was 
a partner in Canton Ophthalmology 
Assoc. Inc.—he was a chemistry and zo- 
ology major at Oberlin and earned his 
M.D. degree at U. Cincinnati. He had 
been an assistant scoutmaster for the Boy 
Scouts. Survivors include his wife, Pauli; 
two children; parents; and a brother. 


| 965 Sherry Goodall Huggins, Sept. 
26, 1993, in Kansas City, Mo. Born Nov. 
12, 1942, she was a director and trainer 
in support services at Pars Travel Infor- 
mation Systems. Survivors include her 
husband, Donald; a son; parents; a sister; 
and a nephew. 


1968 Karen Kitagawa Berlin, May 
18, 1993, in Washington, D.C., of cancer 
at age 47. She was a teacher, social worker, 
educational-computer-software designer 
and publisher, and volunteer at the Na- 
tional Archives. Her husband, Jeffrey ’66, 
and two children survive. 


1970 Alan Charles Hagan, Oct. 8, 


1993, in Baltimore at age 45 of multiple 
myeloma. He was a social-insurance spe- 
cialist for the Social Security Administra- 
tion. A history major at Oberlin, he held 
a Master of International Affairs degree 
from Columbia U. His wife, the former 
Alice McBride ’70, survives, as do three 
children, his parents, and two brothers. 


972 Robert Carlisle Black, Nov. 14, 
1993, in Palo Alto, Calif., of melanoma at 
age 43. A conductor, composer, and pia- 
nist best known for his work with the New 
York New Music Ensemble, which he 
founded; Speculum Musicae; and other 
contemporary-music groups, he premiered 
hundreds of works and recorded many. 
His recording of works by Liszt, on Orion 
Records, was nominated by the Franz 
Liszt Academy for a Grand Prix du 
Disque. He followed his Oberlin Mus.B. 
degree with M.M. and D.M.A. degrees 
from the Juilliard Sch. He taught at Ober- 
lin; Stanford and Princeton universities; 
and at U. California-Santa Barbara. At his 
death he was teaching at Juilliard. Music 
director of the New Amsterdam Sym- 
phony from 1987 to 1993, in 1992 he was 
appointed artistic director of the Kuopio 
Orch. in Finland. Survivors include his 
wife, Georgia Gaviotis; parents; a sister; 
and a brother, William 774. 


| 98 | Kent Everett Jones, Oct. 15, 
1993, in New York City of complications 
from AIDS at age 34. He was an ad- 
ministrator at Mount Sinai Medical 
Center and an oboist who had played 
with the New Amsterdam Symphony and 
Colorado Philharmonic orchestras. Sur- 
vivors include his parents, a sister, and 
two brothers. 


1983 Fred Chance, Dec. 5, 1993, 
in Cleveland of complications related to 
AIDS. He was 33. A composer of cham- 
ber music, poetry, and theater pieces, 
he earned his Oberlin degrees in music 
composition and physics. His theater 
piece Jar was performed at the Cleve- 
land Public Theatre in 1989; his com- 
positions have been performed in Hous- 
ton, Evanston, Ill., and in Oberlin, 
Painesville, and Cleveland, Ohio; his last 
poetry reading was at Oberlin Coll. 
Nov. 10 [see “Poet Makes Last Appear- 
ance at Oberlin for Composer’s Setting 
of His Poem” in this section.—Ed.]. He 
is survived by his parents; a brother; a 
sister; and long-time companion Paul A. 
Zimmerman. 
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1) Oberlin College Seal T-Shirt: 
Red with gold imprint; 100% 
cotton; S, M, L, XL $9.95, XXL 
$11.95. Also available in 50% 


cotton/ 50% polyester sweatshirt; 
S, M, L, XL $21.95, XXL 


$24.95. [Ae : 


2) Oberlin Conservatory of 
Music T-Shirt: Available in 
white with black and maroon 
imprint or navy with maroon and 
white imprint; 100% cotton; S, M, 
L, XL 11.95,XXL $13.95. Also 
available in 50% cotton/50% 
polyester sweatshirt; S, M, L, XL 
$21.95, XXL $24.95. 


3) Oberlin, Ohio T-Shirt: 

Ash with navy and metallic gold 
imprint; 99% cotton; S, M, L, XL 
$13.95, XXL $15.95. 


4) Arched Oberlin T-Shirt: 
Available in hunter green or navy 
with white imprint. Also available 
in ash, red or white with navy 
imprint; 100% Cotton; S, M, L, 
XL $9.95, XXL $11.95. 
Sweatshirt: 50% Cotton/50% 
Polyester; S, M, L, XL $21.95, 
XXL $24.95. 

(Not available in white.) 


5) Champion Reverse Weave 
Sweatshirt: Ash with gold and 
red imprint; 89% cotton/11% 
polyester and rayon; S, M, L, XL 
$39.95, XXL $42.95. Also 
available in a hooded sweatshirt; 
S, M, L, XL $54.95, XXL $57.95. 


6) Soffee Crossweave 
Sweatshirt: Ash with navy 
imprint; 95% cotton/ 

5% polyester; S, M, L, XL 
$32.95, XXL $35.95. 


7) Oberlin Baseball Shirt: 
Ash with royal imprint; 100% 
cotton; M, L, XL $20.95, XXL 
$23.95. 


wave =| -216-775-0063 


| PHONE: | 1-216-774-3741 


Think One Person Can Change the World? 
Sa Do We. 


CG 


A) Oberlin College’s award- 
winning “Change the World” 
Poster: 22" x 34" $4.00 


B) Peters Hall Glassware: $4.95 
each: 11 oz. White Coffee Mug; 
14 oz, Highball; 12 oz. Tumbler. 
Oberlin, Oberlin, Oberlin Mug: 
Black, Green, Navy or Maroon 
with Ivory Imprint $3.95. 


C) Car Decals: College Seal w/ 
Oberlin .69; College Seal .59. . 


CALL TOLL FREE: 1-800-860-3741 
THE CO-OP BOOKSTORE 


37 WEST COLLEGE ST. 
OBERLIN, OHIO 44074 


SHIP Ke) (Please print): 


NAME 
ADDRESS 


CITY STATE ZIP 
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Please make all checks payable to the Co-op Bookstore 
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_ Description Color Size Qty Price Total Price 


Merchandise Total 


Tax 5.5% 


BESS THAN $25,002 $3.50 (Ohio residents only) 
OR OO OuboU 00s arnviie $5.00 oe 

$50.00 TO $100.00 .......:-.000 $6.50 shipping 
OVERS LOQI00 eetinstaesrcteet FREE (see chart at left) 
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All prices subject to change without notice 


Please allow 2 to 4 weeks for delivery 


LETTERS 
(continued from page 4) 
taneously evolved within the Oberlin com- 
munity. I look back fondly on annual 
events like the nude brunch at Harkness, 
the Greek Easter festivals at Baldwin, the 
Breast Fest in Wilder Bowl, B-Ins at Tank, 
and Okara wrestling in Harkness Bowl. But 
it was with mixed emotions that I read of 
a new ritual, the Bike Derby, in the sum- 
mer issue of the OAM. 

While I consider myself a pacifist, I am 
fascinated with the thought of a bunch of 
Obie Dobies involved in bicycle combat. I 


Why give appreciated stocks 
or bonds-instead-of cash? 


Stocks, bonds and mutual 
funds that have ‘appreciated 
since, their purchase offer = 
outstanding tax os ase 


J tbs 


be ae lois, Wes 
Bey 


For more information contact 


Office of Gift Pla. ing 
205 Bosworth Hl 

» Oberlin College 
Oberlin, Ohio 44074 


261B- 8599 


empathize with the pent-up tension and 
cosmic frustration associated with the aca- 
demic overindulgence that motivates such 
rituals. The competition and the aggres- 
sion involved in the derby are probably 
healthy outlets. Yet I am deeply troubled 
by the violence against bicycles. The pho- 
tograph printed in the magazine depicts a 
landscape strewn with damaged and aban- 
doned bicycles and someone kicking the 
spokes out of a fallen bicycle. 

Bicycles have a special place in the 
hearts of many Oberlinians and in the 
College’s history. Defying the car culture 
that defines our society, Oberlinians have 
historically chosen bicycles as their pri- 
mary means of locomotion. While bicycle 
technology on other campuses is domi- 
nated by high-tech mountain and road 
bikes, Oberlin’s level terrain, short dis- 
tances, and creative population maintain 
diverse examples of bicycle technology. 
The clunky-but-comfortable and elegant 
bicycles of the 1940s and ’50s travel side 
by side with their modern counterparts. 

Many of the classic vehicles have been 
passed down from student to student for 
generations. During my sophomore year 
bicycle enthusiasts set up the Revolution- 
ary Recyclery, a bicycle-repair cooperative, 
and taught an EXCO course—The Art of 
Bicycle Repair—which required students 
to renovate a derelict clunker. The repaired 
bicycles, along with donated ones, were 
rented to students and faculty and the pro- 
ceeds donated to Bikes Not Bombs and 
Bikes for Africa, groups that supplied bi- 
cycles to teachers and health-care workers 
in Nicaragua and Mozambique. 

Of the five or six bicycles that propelled 
me for a time at Oberlin, my favorite was 
a 1950s AMF Roadmaster frame with large 
silver shock absorbers in the front and a 
rare two-speed Bendex hub. Was it, or 
some other bicycle that I and others lov- 
ingly lubricated, patched, and respoked one 
of those removed from circulation in last 
year’s derby? Pieces of Oberlin history and 
culture gone forever. In the words of the 
1993 Bike Derby winner, “I hurt.” 

JOHN PETERSEN ’88 
Cambridge, Maryland 


Trouble at Oberlin 
Vv 


We write to alert alumni to reports of 
trouble at Oberlin: the C ollege’ s attempt 
to break its service workers’ union; its un- 
fair treatment of African-American admis- 


sions officers, most recently Dwight 
Hollins; and what appears to be dubious 
stewardship of scholarship funds. 

The inside cover of the November is- 
sue of The Progressive featured an adver- 
tisement/exposé blasting Oberlin’s 
negotiations with the United Auto Work- 
ers, which represents the College’s trade 
and service employees. The ad’s headline 
read: “Whither Goes Thou, Oberlin Col- 
lege? When one of America’s most pro- 
gressive colleges goes astray, it is 
everyone’s business,” and it went on to say, 
“Region 2 of the United Auto Workers is 
calling these facts to the attention of 
America’s progressive community in the 
hopes of rescuing the administration of 
Oberlin from itself and saving an honor- 
able tradition to reclaim moral legitimacy.” 

Dwight Hollins’s case has been reported 
in Cleveland’s Plain Dealer. Our examina- 
tion of the situation troubles us. Mr. 
Hollins, who was greatly responsible for 
the “Follow the Morning Star” video and 
establishing the Vernon Johns Scholars 
Program, brings unusual strengths to the 
hard work of attracting and retaining stu- 
dents of color, yet he was passed over for 
promotion and denied a raise. The 
College’s grievance process, which exon- 
erated Oberlin, seems radically flawed. For 
example, although Mr. Hollins is the third 
African-American admissions officer to 
file Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission charges against the College 
in four years, and although it is well 
known that the effects of institutional 
racism are complex and often covert, the 
grievance committee never seriously con- 
sidered race as a factor. 

The College’s administration has not 
addressed Mr. Hollins’s serious charge 
that donations to the Bill and Camille 
Cosby minority scholarship fund do not 
increase the fund; they are used only to 
replace budgeted dollars which then are 
freed for other uses by the administra- 
tion. If you give to this fund your gift 
may not strengthen Oberlin’s capacity to 
support and competitively recruit excel- 
lent students of color. 

Where is Oberlin’s belief in fairness and 
openness, its historical commitment to the 
education of African Americans? We have 
written and called President Starr on these 
subjects but have had no answer. 

In this time of transition it is especially 
important for alumni to demonstrate that 
they care about what direction Oberlin takes. 
Current fiscal strains make it harder and 
harder for small liberal arts colleges to stick 
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to their principles. Oberlin’s progressive his- 
tory, however, is what makes the institution 
distinctive. Oberlin cannot—and should 
not—survive unless its mission lives. 

During last year’s commencement-re- 
union weekend students urged alumni to be- 
come better informed and more active in 
protecting Oberlin’s progressive mission. We 
pass that message on to our fellow gradu- 
ates. Ask questions. Subscribe to the Review. 
Write to Mr. William Perlik, chair of the 
Board of Trustees. Don’t be silent. 

We feel it is time to do what Oberlin 
College taught us to do: organize, investi- 
gate, uncover, agitate, and demand that 
inequities be addressed. 

ANDREA AYVAZIAN ’75 
JUDY KARASIK °75 


Responses to Strategic 


Recommendations Draft 
vV 


I am responding to President Starr’s invi- 
tation to comment on the draft Strategic 
Recommendations for Oberlin College. 

I am concerned that the Oberlin Col- 


lege Library received virtually no atten- 
tion in this otherwise wide-ranging set of 
recommendations. Higher education is 
fundamentally a knowledge-based enter- 
prise. It is widely understood that colleges 
and universities must treat libraries and 
information technologies as one of their 
most important strategic resources, rather 
than simply as services. Nothing in the 
document suggests such thinking. 

I was glad to see the assertion that the 
College’s strategic priorities “must em- 
brace the explosion in telecommunications 
and in computer use,” but I found no en- 
suing discussion or recommendation that 
acted on this declaration. And I saw noth- 
ing at all about the library as a strategic 
resource for maintaining “a first-rate cur- 
riculum, one that is responsive to the of- 
ten unpredictable changes in the nature 
and salience of knowledge and of musical 
artistry, and one that is responsive to 
changes in the student body.” 

I looked in vain for any mention of the 
library where one might reasonably expect 
to find it—in the statements on science at 
Oberlin, first- and second-year programs, 
senior projects and student-faculty re- 
search, interdisciplinary studies, environ- 


mental studies, international education, or 
in the sections on educational effective- 
ness and educating the complete musician. 
Strategic Recommendations for Oberlin 
College leaves the impression that the li- 
brary has no strategically important place 
in the educational life of the College. Quite 
the contrary, the library is one of the 
College’s principal instruments for shar- 
ing knowledge, expanding intellectual ho- 
rizons, and stimulating the imagination. 
The Oberlin College Library made an 
immense difference to me (long before I 
had any notion of becoming a librarian), 
and I don’t want to see its vital function in 
liberal education misunderstood, underval- 
ued, or compromised. 
SCOTT BENNETT ’60 
Baltimore, Maryland 


When I was a student in the 1960s, the 
College’s goal was to provide equal op- 
portunity to students irrespective of race, 
ethnicity, or the like. Since then much 
progress has been made; the College now 
makes admission, hiring, and program de- 
cisions on the basis of the above factors. 
My concern is that the College has not 
gone nearly far enough. In today’s world, 


Join the many alumni who have decided to return 
to Oberlin and continue their Oberlin experience at 
Kendal at Oberlin, a continuing care retirement community 


“I am reassured with the knowledge that continuity of health 
care will be provided at anytime | should need it and for as 


»” 


long as needed... . 


—Lowell Lapham 43, Rochester, NY 


“ 


. .. By moving to a small town where music is more 
available, library resources equally so, and a museum that 


rivals what the cities offer, Kendal is just tailor-made for my 


“We're very happy to be going back to a simpler and safer 


corner of the world, where values are still important—and 
where it smells fresh and green after it rains. 


—Mim and Dick Hallock ’41, Pacific Palisades, CA 


wife Emiko and me... .” 


—Ben Custer 31, Bethesda, MD 


“~.. With the opening of Kendal in October 1993— 
Oberlin now has everything.” 


—Ellen Adams ’36, Wellesley, MA 


Kendal at Oberlin * 60 Kendal Drive * Oberlin, Ohio 44074 © 1-800-548-9469 


A Not-for-Profit Continuing-Care Retirement Center Reflecting Quaker Values 
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students are likely to come in any of a 
thousand skin shades, or they may be from 
a multiheritaged background. It is not clear 
to me, for example, that a student with 
one Hispanic and one non-Hispanic par- 
ent should be evaluated the same as one 
with two Hispanic parents. Similarly, a 
dark-skinned Afro-American from a low- 
income environment should not need to 
compete for admission with an upper-in- 
come light-skinned black. 

I suggest that all applicants to the Col- 
lege (to be followed by faculty and em- 
ployees) undergo a rigorous review of their 
racial and ethnic background that would 
result in a numerical factor to be carried 
on their College ID cards. This would help 
to prevent those with low factors from at- 
tempting to get College services to which 
they are not entitled. This suggestion is 
especially timely since the College’s stra- 
tegic-planning group is calling for special 
programs for minority students. 

I hope my proposal will receive imme- 
diate attention, and I will consider with- 
holding my usual financial support to 
Oberlin until it does. 

JEFF M. SCHUMER ’68 
Lutherville, Maryland 


Biographer Needs Sources 


Vv 
I am researching a biography of Russel Nye 
34 who died September 4, 1993 [“Losses 
in the Oberlin Family,” Fall 1993 OAM]. 
Nye had a distinguished career at Michi- 
gan State University, where he was emeri- 
tus professor of English, and he won the 
Pulitzer Prize in 1945 for his biography of 
George Bancroft. I would like to hear from 
former Nye associates who might have 
memories, anecdotes, or documents con- 
cerning Nye’s years at Oberlin. 
MAURICE HUNGIVILLE 
Dept. of American Thought and Language 
Michigan State University 
East Lansing, MI 48824 


Celebrating Fletcher’s 
Definitive History 
Vv 


According to the late Frederick B. Artz, 
Robert S. Fletcher’s “contributions to 
Oberlin stand as a foundation stone.” 
Though a modest and even a shy man, 


OBERLIN: THE MOVIE 


Available on video tape 


/ 


‘,.. when we see something that 


is distinctly ‘Oberlin’ it’s a riot. 
Because it’s a genre all to itself.” 


—Oberlin Review 


An ode to the joy and frustration of being an Oberlin student, 
Life is Like a Garbage Truck premiered November 1 in the 
College’s Kettering Hall. Written and directed by junior Andy 
Sapora, the film stars Oberlin students and boasts an original 
score by conservatory students. 


To order send $20.00 (includes shipping and handling) to: 


Life is Like a Garbage Truck 
c/o Andy Sapora 
825 Holliday Ln. 
Westminster, MD 21157 


(Make checks payable to Andy Sapora) 
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Fletcher, a member of the Class of 1920 
who taught history at the College from 
1927 to 1959, was one of the preeminent 
college teachers of his generation. He in- 
spired countless Oberlin students with his 
ability to make the study of history vital. 

While Fletcher’s contributions to Oberlin 
College are many, I think we should pause 
for a moment to appreciate his two-volume 
A History of Oberlin College: From Its Founda- 
tion through the Civil War, which the Col- 
lege published 50 years ago. 

This history of Oberlin’s founding de- 
cades remains one of the best college his- 
tories produced in the United States. 
Where would we be without it? I know 
my ability to service my customers would 
be more difficult. 

ROLAND M. BAUMANN 
Oberlin College Archivist 


Library Seeks Volume 


Vv 


The Special Collections Department of the 
Oberlin College Library is seeking a copy 
of Poetry and Prose—a student publication 
that appeared for about seven years in the 
mid 1970s. We need volume three, which 
also has the separate title Thrice, to com- 
plete our collection. Volume three was 
published in spring 1975. 

If any alumnus or alumna is willing 
to give up a copy of this publication, Spe- 
cial Collections will happily accept it to 
complete our run. Call or write for fur- 
ther information or send the copy di- 
rectly to the library. 

DINA SCHOONMAKER 
Oberlin College Library 

148 W.College St. 

Oberlin, OH 44074-1532 
Phone: (216) 775-8285 ext. 264 


Sign Up for a 
Classic Newsletter 
vV 


The Department of Classics has initiated 

its own alumni newsletter. Call or write if 

you would like to receive a copy or be 
added to our mailing list. 

JAMES J. HELM, CHAIR 

Department of Classics 

King 105, 10 N. Professor St. 

Oberlin, OH 44074-1019 

Phone: (216) 775-8392 
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One More Thing 
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e are very grateful for the tre- 


mendous outpouring of support by the Oberlin family for the renovation of 


Peters Hall,” said Vice President for Development and Alumni 
Affairs Young Dawkins in February, noting the completion of the 
first phase of the building’s renovation. Alumni and friends of 
Oberlin have donated $850,000 for repairs to Peters. President S. 
Frederick Starr also announced that Peters, when renovated, will 
be the site of a new center for international learning, housing mod- 
ern-language departments and area-studies programs, as well as 
the offices of the international-student advisor and others. 

The possibility of creating an international center has been un- 
der discussion for several years, says Director of Sponsored Pro- 
grams David Love. Most of the resources that will move to the 
center already exist on campus, but housing them in the same space 
“will increase our sense of international reach,” says Associate Dean 
of Arts and Sciences Carol Lasser. 

Professor of French Janice Zinser concurs. “What we want is 
more collaboration among the departments and programs work- 
ing with international issues,” she says. 

“The outside of Peters should look the same after the renova- 
tions,” says Lasser, “except we will add another outside door to the 
southwest side” of the building. Plans also include adding an el- 
evator near the new southwest entrance and other changes to 1m- 
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prove access for the disabled. Inside, the College plans to redesign 
classrooms to be acoustically appropriate for language teaching, 
but the “best features of the building”—including the vaulted ceil- 
ings, central court, and the sweeping staircase to the second floor— 
will be left unchanged, says Lasser. 

“We have raised nearly half the money needed for physical 
changes in Peters,” says Dawkins. “We are now seeking support 
from individuals and foundations with a specific interest in an in- 
ternational center at Oberlin.” 

The Arthur Vining Davis Foundation has already given the 
College a $125,000 grant to buy equipment—including video- 
cassette players and computer-driven multimedia equipment— 
for a language lab. 

“Historically, Peters was the center of education at Oberlin,” 
says Dawkins. “By bringing together a set of departments with simi- 
lar purposes and outlooks, the center will create a synergy of stu- 
dents and ideas. Peters was designed to be the site of that kind of 
interaction, and it is the perfect place to accomplish it today.” When 
this renovation is completed, Peters will once again be one of 
Oberlin’s important centers of education.” —JANET DEGGES 

Intern, Office of Communications 
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April 8-10 
April 10 
April 10 
April 12 
April 14 
April 17 


April 23 
April 30 
May | 
May 10 
May 12 
May 27-30 
June 10 
June 14 
July 3 

July 10 


Black Alumni Reunion 

Walking tour of the Mission District’s murals 
Reception for members of Oberlin’s incoming class 
Happy Hour at Escape 

Happy Hour at Cafe Du Nord 


Brunch for Oberlin-in-Salzburg program alumni 
of 1964, 1965, and 1966 


Financial-planning seminar 

Financial-planning seminar 

May Day picnic at Golden Gate Park’s Sharon Meadow 
Happy Hour at Escape 

Happy Hour at Cafe Du Nord 

Commencement-Reunion Weekend 

Alumni Council Executive Board meeting 

Happy Hour at Escape 

Baltimore Orioles vs. California Angels at Camden Yards 


Washington, D.C., Alumni Club Picnic 


Oberlin * 

San Francisco * 
Boston * 
Washington, D.C. * 


San Francisco * 


New York City * 
Minneapolis + 
Washington, D.C. + 
San Francisco * 
Washington, D.C. * 
San Francisco * 
Oberlin * 

Harpers Ferry, W.Va. * 
Washington, D.C. * 
Baltimore * 


Home of Amy Fielder 61 * 


This schedule does not include all upcoming events, and dates may be subject to change. 
For further information contact: 


* Alumni Association: Bosworth Hall 105, 50 W. Lorain St., Oberlin, OH 44074-1089. Phone: (216) 775-8692. 
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(216) 775-8550. 


+ Office of Development and Alumni Affairs: Bosworth 201, 50 W. Lorain St., Oberlin, OH 44074-1089. Phone 


To have your alumni-group event listed here, call or write the Alumni Association. 


